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PREFACE. 



IN Topographical Publications fome novelty 
of information is generally expe&ed ; and aa 
the chief merit of a work of this fort confifts 
in the veracity of the compilation, the Reader 
has a kind of prefumptive xight to be informed 
of the authorities quoted during the courfe of 
the work. This part of his duty the Editor 
undertakes with great pleafure, as he flatters 
himfelf with being able to give on that head 
an account in fome degree fatisfa&ory. 

In the firft place, his principal colle&ions hav$ 
been made from the Folia MS. of the famous 
Blount, concerning whom it may not be im- 
proper to give the following fhort account: 
' Tho. Blount Efq. Barrifter at Law, was edu- 
cated at the Inner Temple j his Religion having 
difabled him to appear at the Bar, he applyed 
himfelf more clofely to the fludy of our Eng- 
liflx Laws, and the Antiquities of his Country* 
concerning both which he has Qbliged the* 
world with his excellent performances. He had 
likewife made a confiderable progrefs iix thq 
Antiquities of Herefordfhire, for which purpofe 

A te 
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he had colle&ed fome volumes in the Herai- 
drical line. vid. Wood's Athen. Oxon. But what 
principally belongs to the prefent fubjeft, he 
had compofed two large Folio MS. concerning 
the Hiftory of the County of Hereford, def- 
cribing the various Townfhips in alphabetical 
order. In this arduous undertaking, he was 
affifted by Sir William Dugdale, Mr. JR. Dobyns. 
Humph. Cornwall &c. as may be feen by their 
numerous letters to him, which the Editor has 
had in his pofieflion. The latter of thefe vo- 
lumes, commencing with the letter L, which 
Blount began, as he mentions in the beginning 
of the book, Aug. A. D. 1675. he has had 
recourfe to, during the whole of the prefent 
publication. Where the firft volume is he has 
never been able to learn. 

In the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the Church, 
Priory &c his principal information has been 
drawn, from the large and valuable Records of 
the Manor and Priory of Leominfter, in Hamp- 
ton Court Library, belonging to the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Vifcount Maiden. Concerning thefe MS. 
Stukcly in his Itinerary, has the following 
p.injraph "'His Lordfhip (Lord Coningefby) 
" [hewed us in his ftudy four or five vaft vo- 
" lumes in MS. being tranferipts out of the 

Record 
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« Record Offices, relating to his Manors, Roy- 
u alties, Eftates and Muniments, which coft 
" 500 pounds in writing and fees". 

He has alfo fele&ed various matter from the 
folio MS. of Dr. Coningejby* Heraldic Vijitation 
MS. and fundry Corporation Records. From fuch 
indubitable authorities he has gathered much. 

During the laft four or five years, the Editor 
has devoted his attention to collecting matter 
towards the Hiftory of the county of Hereford ; 
to that ftudy he had dedicated the hours he 
could Ipare from his avocations in rather a diffi- 
cult employment in life -, tho' his collection was 
not proper to make a publication of itfelf, it had 
however been felefted with much pains and 
trouble, and might poffibly have been ufeful to 
a Compiler of a General Hiftory of the County. 
He, wiftied it to have been appropriated to that 
purpofe ; but failing, in his defign, he at length 
formed the idea of publifhing detached pieces, 
and communicated his intention to a few friends ; 
thro* their interceflion he has been favored in, a 
very liberal manner by feveral of the Nobility 
and Gentry with M S. &c. tending to elucidate 
the fubjeft. 

Supplied with fuch materials, he thought he 

might venture to appear before the Public ; and' 

A z \h^ 
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thcT poffefied of better information concerning 
other parts of the county, yet having a partiality 
for his native place, 

TaElufque foli na'alis amore, 

He»wiflicd firft of all to give fome account of 
Leominfter. In the commencement he found his 
undeivaking a tafk of no fmall difficulty, as 
few places are lefs taken notice of in the page of 
Hiftory. What Camden, Leland, Stukeky and 
other printed accounts mention concerning thi$ 
Town, amount only to a few iines ; and it will 
be feen on infpe&ion, that almoft the whole of 
the prefent work has been feleded from original, 
and, according to the Editor's opinion, very 
authentic documents : that it has been attended 
with much trouble, would not be mentioning 
any novelty ; writers of topographical accounts 
who have every thing to fearch for, in that ref-. 
pect, generally meet with a tolerable (hare of 
drudgery. 

The voluminous MS. which he has been 
permitted to read, contained oftentimes little to 
the purpofe, and large volumes were frequently 
iearched to obtain trifling information. 

Whatever Records, Charters &c. were either 
in Latin or Old French, he has tranllated accor- 
ding to the beft of his judgment ^ many old 
tales, and traditionary ftories, he has purpofely 

omitted 
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omitted, as fuperfluous, improper and uninterct 
ting, according to the advice of Boileau, 
Aimez done la raifon. Que taujours vos ecrits 
Empruntent d'elle feule> et leur luftre et leur prix. 

He has given an account of the Halimots, 
formerly appertaining to the Priory, alfo of the 
Out Parifh : that account comprehends the 
whole vicinity of Leominfter, excepting Kingf- 
land, which akho but at a fmall diftance from 
the town, has been confidered, as totally fepa- 
rate from it, during time immemorial : whilft 
engaged on that fubjeft, he has endeavoured tp 
mention as much as he could with propriety, in 
a (hort and comprehenfive manner, without 
running on that extenfive fcale, which feveral 
celebrated places, particularly fuch as jlampton 
Court i£c. feem juftly to require. In his ftate of 
Navigation, he has attempted to trace the dif- 
ferent attempts to promote inland conveyance 
by water, which feems to be fo much wanting 
in the County of Hereford. His difiertatioa 
on the general produce of the country, has 
been rather diffufe in the article of Hops ; all he 
means to convey by it, is, that fome profit is to 
be obtained from the cultivation of that ufeful 
plant y in which, with deference to fuperior know- 
ledge, he differs much in opinion from others 
who have hitherto treated the fubjedt. 
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Tho*the Compiler does not at prefent find 
himfelf confcious of any effential miftake, yet he 
will not aflume to himfelf fo much vanity as to 
fey, that no inaccuracies may be found. As fome 
extenuation, he can fay in his behalf, that it is 
the firfl production, which, to his knowledge, has 
been publifhed concerning any particular part of 
the county of Hereford. But as no apology can 
protect a production unworthy of notice, fo he 
yrffl not feem to impofe on the Reader's under- 
ftanding, by faying much in his own favour ; to 
be brief, he has taken what pains he could with 
tie prefent work, and fuch as it is, he fubmits 
it with fome fmall degree of confidence to the 
fiiperioF Judgment of a generous and enlightened 
Public. 

Before he clofes the prefent Preface, he can- 
not help returning his fincere thanks to a Gen- 
tleman of Leominfter (whofe name he is not 
authorized to mention) to him he is indebted 
not only for a variety of very ufeful information, but 
likewife for the better arrangement of the greateft 
part of the prefent work. 
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Etymology of it's Naifie. • 

, . • " * 

XT may afford pleafure to fome, efpecialfy t(i 
thofe who have a partiality for their native place 
to be able to afcertain the true Etymology pf it's 
Name. Various conjedures are generally in fuch 
cafes made, concerning the derivation ; but fe.w 
Towns are more Angular in their Orthography than 
the prefenti as it has been explained differently by 
almoft every perfon of note "who has writteh'cbn- 
cerning it. 

According to Camden, it is derived from the 
Britifh Llan-llieni, ecclefia vcl villa monialium, the 
church or town of *Nunsr~ According to^bftieT 
writers, from King Merwald's 'Vifion of £ Lion, 
whence It was called, Leonis, Jftonaftcrium V and 
A Giraldu* 
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Giraldus Cambrenfis (ays, "tranjivimus per Leonh 
monafterium ufque Hereford" According to Hill, 
this* place takes it's name from the two Rivers, 
upon the conflux of which it is feated, Lug and 
Oney» (now called Pinfley*} and fo called Lug- 
oneyminfter, by corruption Leonminfter, Leo- 
minfter and Lemfter. — Leland who lived in the 
reign of Henry VIII. fays, "Leonminfter alluitur 
tribus \fluviis, Lugia 9 Pinfolo et Kenbrook ; Lug in 
parte oppidi inferioris ntrumque in fe recipit" 
Leonminfter (for fo he writes it,) is watered by 
three rivers, Lug, Pinfley and Kenbrook $ Lug 
in part of the lower town receives the two others : 
there are fome who derive it from Linum Flax* 
the beft kind of which grows near this town. 

But finpe we are upon the derivation of the 
town's name, lays Blount* I am willing to caft 
in my poor opinion. Domefday is the mod an- 
cient and moft authentic record we have, and 
without doubt the furvey therein contained, was 
made by perfbns of great knowledge and induftry* 
There we find this town written Leofminfire y the 
Minfter or church of Leof, the ufual contraction 
of Leofric, who was Earl of Mercia, of whiclv 
this country was part, and under his dominion : 
He was both valiant and pious ; King Canutus 
made him. f Captain General of his forces,, he 

founded 



♦ .This Aream was anciently called Oney, as may be feen i* 

tte Maps of the pld Editions of Camden's Britania. 

f &°g f Hovedeiu 
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founded the great Monaftery of Coventry, and in 
all probability either built, or was a Benefa&or to 
this Church,* ; 

Leland infinuates it to have been a little before 
the Conqueft, fo that whatever name the town 
went by before, it is probable, that in deference 
to him, it was thenceforth called Leofminftre. — 
Befides,<f we find this Leofric was in the begin- 
ning of King Edward the Confefibr's reign, {tiled 
Comes Herefordienfium y Earl of the Herefordfhine 
men, and died in the thirteenth year of that 
King : Afterwards, as was ufual in fuch names, 
the f was left out, to render it more eafy in 
pronunciation, fo it became Leominftre, nfcw 
Leominfter, vulgarly Lemfter;- and we fee by 
the Charter of Confirmation, made by Richard, 
Bifhop of Hereford, to Hugh, the firft Abbot 
of Reading, in the year 1 123, that it was then 
written Leominftre. 



* MS. Blount, 
f Will: Malmfbuiy. 
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CHAP. II. 



Sketches towards the Hiftory of the Town* 
and' it's Vicinity. 



JL HAT this Town is of great antiquity, is 
beyond all doubt, tho' I have met with few 
authentic particulars concerning it, any very con- 
fiderable period of time before the conqueft. 

* Merwald king of Mercia in the year 658, 
built here a monaftery for Religious Virgins, and 
endowed it with all the lands about this town, 
except Kingfland. This Merwald , was Son of 
Penda King of Mercia, and Brother of Peada, 

and* 



. * The common feme of the people about Leominfter is, 
that King Merwald and fome of his fucceflbrs, had a caftle or 
palace, on the fide of a hill, half-a-mile by eaft from the 
Town 3 where, as Leland fays, fome tokens of ditches, and 
buildings, were in his time vifible. The town's people, fays 
he, and others thereabout, come once a year to fport and 
play. But the tradition concerning this caftle is almoft worn 
out, and the yearly folemnity of fports much difcontinued. 

The place pointed at, muu in all likelihood be that mount 
which overlooks the Hay-lane; and indeed that great ridge 
of hills which appertained to Wallop Brabazon, buried in 
Leominfter church, and which now continue in the fame 
family, Brabazon, Earl of Meath, an Irifh Peer, were anci- 
ently* called the Caftle of Comfort's Hill, and were hereto- 
fore^ granted, for maintenance of a chauntry Prieft in Ludlow 
Cfcurch,- ancLas fuch, were granted by King Edward VI. to 
John Cupper, and Richard Trevor Gent: in the feverith 
of the fame King. — The lite of the houfe and lands on the 
fame part of Eaton hill, now the property of Mrs. Toldervy, 
by a deed of feoffment, 18. Charles, 2. is exprefiecl by the 
name of the old Hills, alias, Comfort-Caftle-HilL * 
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a,nd of his Succeflbr Wolpher King of Merds^ 
who all lived between the fixth and feventh Cen- 
tury. * Some accounts mention this Nunnery 
to have been deflxoyed in the Danifli wars, and 
that a College of Prebendaries fat there : "thecer-* 
tainty is known, that the Abbey of Shaftfbury. 
bad rule at Leofminftre, and held large poffeffi^ 
ons there." 

This Country, like other parts of the Marches,. 
Has often fufFered much, from the wars and depre- 
dations of the Welfh, The ancient Britons valiant 
^nd reftlefs, could not brook, being driven and. 
confined to the moil mountainous and ban-en part 
9f the ifland, whilft: the EngUfli, whom they look-, 
ed upon as Intruders, enjoyed all the bed parts of 
their ancient pofleflions ; this caufed them to be 
turbulent Neighbours, for in the year 777, the/ 
ipade irjeurfions, and committed great ravages in 
the Kingdom of Mercia, and it is laid, that during 
thefe troubles, great part of the Town, with the, 
Nunnery which had beei? founded at Leofminftre, 
was deflxoyed, and the Nuns put to the fword ; • 
they were however foon after obliged to give up, 
all their territories, not only in this part of the . 
Country, but even all the lands they had, be- 
tween Severn and the Dyke, which -fOfEi had. 
made to fettle a certain boundary, that might be : 

knowa 



* MS. Blount. Bfthop Tanner. 
- f Offa the moft renowned King of the Mercians, had a 
Palace and Court on a mount, now called Sutton-Wall^ f# 
bom 10 miles froof this town, towards Hereford. 
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fcnown by both parties, and ta pafs which would 
be death, This celebrated Dyke or ditch, may 
be feeh not many miles from the Town, on 
Brachy Hill, and near Lentwardine in this coun- 
ty, and fo continues northwards from Knighton ; 
but the remains of it, in any other part of the 
County ot Hereford, feem to be quite obliterated. 
Some years after, I find in Roger de Hovedent 
fhat Swane eldeft Son of Edwin Earl of Kent, 
was Earl of Hereford, Oxford, Glouceftsr &c. 
about the begining of King Edward the Confef- 
for's reign, and that he inveigled Edgiva, * the 
Abbefs of Leofminftre from the Nunnery, for 
which aft he was banifhed England, and went into 
Denmark. He joined afterwards with his father 
in his infurre&ion againft Edward, and had the 
guard of the Town of + Leofminftre, which had 
been fortified by his Father, but fled with him 
into Flanders, and died in his return from a pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land. He is defcribed by 
William of Malmibury , to have been a man of a 1 
perverfe difpofition, unfaithful to the King, and 
blemifhing the glory of his Anceftors by maritime 
robberies. 

In the year 1055, a war was carried on againft 
the Welfh, the event of which proves this place 
to have been at that period, of considerable im- 
portance. J Alfgar Earl of Mercia, Brother in 
Law to Earl Harold, was banifhed from Court.. 
This Lord being of a reftlefs difpofition, was 

fufpedted 

*JorvaT§ colled. f Simon Dunclofe. $ Rapin. 
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fufpe&ed of keeping up a private correfpondencer 
with Griffin. Prince of Wales ; Edward being in* 
formed of this caufed him to be accufed of treafon, 
and condemned to banifhment j foon after his de* 
parture, he joined with Griffin, and having mad$ 
themfelves maflers of the caftles on the frontiers* 
they invaded this Country, feized upon Leof- 
minflre, and finding the fituation of that place 
convenient fop their defigns, ftrongly fortified it, 
the remains of which fortifications are to be traced 
to this day • 

In order to oppofe their plundering defigns* 
Ralph Earl of Hereford, who had married Goda* 
Sifter to King Edward, raifed what force he 
could from the adjacent parts* and marched to* 
wards Leofminftre, refolved to attack them* be* 
fore their numbers were increafed i but being 
ignorant of the additional works, which had been 
raifed round the Town* he commanded his men 
to fight on horfeback, contrary to the ufual 
cuftom. 

*The onfet is faid to have begun, at a finall 
bridge towards the fouthern part of the town, 
called from that time -f Battle Bridge* when 
(bme Norman and French troops, which had 
been fent by the King, to the Earl's affiftance t 
not doing their duty, the battle was totally loft ; 
and their retreat being cut oft by a large party, 

which 
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* Vet. Manufcrip. Lat 
f Battle Bridge, is in the South Stre^fc 
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4hich had been previoufly fent thro* the wood* 
io the plains of Wellington^ a great (laughter en- 
dued, iThe confequence of this aftion was, that 
the whole country was expofed to the depreda- 
tions of Prince Griffin, and his Partizaris ; and 
the Rebels finding it to be very plentiful, greatly 
increafed the works of the town, and made if 
their chief place of ftrength. 

Flulhed with a continued feries of fiiccefs, they 
began to make further advances ; took and lack- 
ed Hereford, burning the church and Monas- 
tery, with the remains of King Ethelbert, which 
had been kept there in great fplendour ; * flew 
Leofgar the Bifhop, who had lately attained that 
dignity, with feven of his Canons, who denied 
them entrance into the church, fpoiled the Ca- 
thedral of all the relicks and ornaments, and then 
fet fire both to the Church and the City. 

But they were at length flopped in their career, 
by Earl Harold, (afterwards King Harold) the hen* 
^fthofedays, Son to Earl Godwyn, who having le- 
vied a large and well difciplined army in his owa 
government, and being joined by the forces in the 
Mercian territories, marched to give them battle. 
A Harold fuperior in (kill and conduft, foon gave 
4 vifible proof of the difference between his for- 
tes, and thofe of Radulf or Ralph Earl of Here- 
ford ; for having privately -fent a numerous body 
of men to join the inhabitants of Leofminftre, 

-* •-■ * ~ ~ who 

* Godwin de PnefuL 
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who had been faithful to the Royal caufe, but; 
were overawed by the fuperiority of the enemy, 
he attacked the Rebels both in front and rear, 
about three miles to the north of Hereford, put 
them entirely to the rout, and compelled them 
to retire into Wales, from whence they never 
ipade any attempt to return. He then put a 
garrifon in Leofminftre, which was deemed a 
place of great importance, both on account of 
the flrength of it's works, and its vicinity to the 
Welfh Frontiers. 

. During the Conqueror's reign, this part of the 
Kingdom enjoyed uninterrupted peace : for that 
Monarch by his negotiations with the Welfh, 
and by giving all the ftrong frontier places to 
fome of his braveft Officers, had put a temporary 
Hop to their plundering depredations into thefe 
parts; yet ftill turbulent and reftlefs at being 
confined to the narrow limits of their mountainous 
Country, they recommenced hoftilities after his 
death, and retiring after their incurfions into their 
woods an4 caves, fet at defiance the arts and ef- 
forts of the braveft and moft experienced generals, 
tho* the Mortimers, the Lacies, the Cliffords, 
and other great men commanding in the Marches, 
often a&ed with great vigour againft them. 

William Rufus frequendy fent , large armies to 

defend the inhabitants of this country from their 

'invasions, which entering their forefts, purfued 

r and killed vaft numbers of them. At length he 

: - * , B % came 
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came into this neighbourhood himfelf, and is faid 
to have refided for fome time in the ftrong and 
beautiful Caftle of Wigmore, the feat of the 
Mortimers ; but feeing that nothing could be 
effe&ed againft fuch an enemy by force alone, he 
caufed a number of caftles to be built or repaired 
on the frontiers, in order to check their incurfions, 
and provide a fecurity for the Inhabitants. 

From this period, and the reign of Henry the 
firft, Ave may date the building of the greateft 
part of the Caftles on the confines of the Welth 
territories, as * Leonhalls, -f Lingain, J Erdefley, 
^ Weobley, and many others not far from this 
town ; atid the augmenting and ftrengthening of 
others, fuch as || Wigmore, Richard's Caftle, 

* or 



* Leonhalls : this caftle ftood contiguous to the Church* 
It feems to have been a noble ftru&ure, but now little re- 
mains of it. , 

f Lingain : near to the Church is to be feen a mount, 
where Lingain Caftle ftood, which, doubtlefs, was the feat 
of the ancient and noble family of the Lingains. 

t Erdefley : a Caftle of the Bafkervilles, who were related 
to the Conqueror. 

f\ Weobley Caftle : Leland fays, "here was a goodly Caftle, 

' " but fomewhat in decay, and is the chief Lordftiip of the 

"Devereux's ;" the fite of the caftle is yet vifible, towards the 

fouth fide of the Town. It was the refidence of the Lacies, 

or as fometimes written in thofe days Lafci, who were 

' Owners of Ludlow Caftle, Ewyas, Weably &c. 

|| Wigmore : Ralph def Mortimer, who accompanied Duke 
William, was fent into the Marches of Wales againft Edric 
Sylvaticus Earl of Shrewsbury and Lord of Wigmore, who 
, reiufpd to fubmit to the Norman yoke, whom after a long 
fiege in Wigmore, he fubdued, and delivered captive to 
* \V:iliam, who therefore gav*4o this Ralph de Mortimer all 
Edric 's lands. 
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*QTCafid Rkfiard, f Stapleton's Caftle, called-in 
Domefday Ste]>edune 9 and about this time great > 
additions were made to the works at \ Leomin-. 
fter, in order to render that place more fecure 
from the plundering defigns of thofe bold In- 
vaders. 

Altho* thefe precautions might proteft the 
country from any fudden incurfion of the Wellh, 
there were ftili oil the confines of the Englilh ter^ 
ritories. many Lords of great power and riches* 
who, tho* often guilty of various crimes in their, 
plundering expeditions, were yet beyond the reach, 
of Juftice : among thefe may be reckoned Wil- 
liam de Braos or Braoufe Lord of Brecknock and 
Abergavenny, a man of a violent diipofition, and 
who during the reign of Henry II. was faid to 
have been concerned in many murders, particu- 
larly in that of Cadwallan, who was uncle to 
David ap Owen, who had a Lprdfhip or Princi- 
pality at no great diftance from Leominfter 

B3 This 



1 *Richar<Ps Caftle, in that great diftribution of lands made 
by the Conqueror, was given with diverfe lands of great 
extent to Richard a noble Norman, who increafed and beau* 
tified what buildings his Father had creeled the/e. The ad* 
joining town was anciently called Boiton or Boitanc, till 
the luftre of the caftle darkened that name, whereby the town 
was at laft called -by the Cattle's name, 

f Stapleton's Caftle made part of thofe lands, which the 
Conqueror gave to Ralph de Mortimer ; it came after- 
wards to the Mortimers of Richard's Caftle, and then bf 
marriage to die Corn walls. 

X Vid. M. S. Blount 
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This William de * Braos gftve to the King 
eighty marks, three great horfes, five couriers, 
twenty four hounds, and ten greyhounds, to 
have feizin of his lands and Caftles &c. in Mon- 
mouthfhire : yet he was alfo poflefled ot <f Hun- 
tingdon Caftle, Kington, Ereflone, (Arefland or 
Eardifland) Kingflone or Kingfland, and other 
lands in this County. 

" There muft I prefume, fays Lord Lyttleton, 
" have been fome extraordinary caufe not men- 
" tioned by Writers, which could prevail upon 
" Henry, to overlook or forgive fuch deeds as 
"were committed by William de Braos." In all 
probability, it muft be owing to his great opu- 
lence and popularity that he was not puniflied ; 
and indeed the fequel of events feems to cor- 
roborate the fuppolition ; for during the reign - 
of King John, when that Monarch had exhaufted 
his revenues in the J wars he carried on againft 
France, on his return to England he demanded 
the thirteenth part of all rents and moveables. 
This was violently oppofed by the Clergy, and 
John fearing an interdidion and the revolt of his 
fubje&s, fent troops to the various parts of his 
dominions, to demand the children or neareft 

relations 



* Several of this family were High Sheriffs in the time of 
Jlenry II". and Richard I. they bore for their arms, Argent 
a lion rampant gules, crowned or, armed azure, charged, 
with crofs crofflets of the fecond. 

t Rot. Pipae eifdem annis. . 
X Mortimer's Hiflory of England. 
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relations of all perfons of confequeace, as a fecu* 
rity for the performance of their promifes ; this 
was acceded to by the' greateft part, but wheii 
John's Emiflaries came with the fame demand td 
William de Braoufe, his Lady of the feoufe of St/ 
Valery, incautioufly faid, " that fhe never would 
4i truft her Sons in the power of a man, who had (b 
" inhumanly * murdered his own Nephew ; " he# 
Hufband returned a more refpe&ful anfwer, but 
could not be perfuaded to coincide with thd 
terms demanded by the Meflengers. 

King John was fo provoked at the reproach of 
the Lady, that he Tent a body of troops tofubdue 
de Braoufe : but the latter having timely intelli- 
gence of his proceedings, was prepared for de- 
fence, and making incurfions into Herefordftiire^ 
took pofleflion of Weobley CafHe, and being 
aflifted both with men and money by ^ Matthew 
de Gamage, Lord of Dilen or Dilwyn, which 
lies contiguous to the forAier place, he from 
thejice marched with his army towards Leominfter. 

The Inhabitants knowing his cruel difpofition, 
fled with all their eflefts into that part of the 
town which was fortified, and which included 
the Priory, Church, and the Eaftem part of the 
Borough. On his arrival he fet fire to whatever 

lay 



* His Nephew Artus was fuppofed to have been murdered 
by John in the caftle of Falaife in Normandy. 
. f His manor of Dilwyn was afterwards granted by King 
John to Will. Btzwarren ; vid. clauf. 6. John, 
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Jay defencelefs, and having after a few weeks, ren- 
dered himfelf mafter of the Priory, and it's ap- 
purtenances, *he plundered and burnt it, to- 
gether with the greateft part of its beautiful go- 
Jthic church, and ufed the Inhabitants with great' 
cruelty. 

The town was at that time, anno 1*07, feated 
more on the weftern banks, which lead towards 
Pynnefurdling lane, but after that general confla- 
gration, the Inhabitants began to build and fa- 
fliion the town as it now is. -f 

De Braps being at length vanquifhed by King 
John, took refuge in Ireland : he was purfued 
thither by the King, but had the good fortune 
to. efcape into France difguifed as a Beggar, 
his Wife and eldeft Son fell into John's power, 
by whofe orders they were barbaroufly ftarVed to 
death in Windfor Caftle, A. D. 1211. J 

I find little remarkable concerning Leominfter, 
except it's being in fome degree engaged in the 
the wars during the reign of Henry III. until the 
beginning of the fourteenth Century, when Owen 
Glendour invaded this country. 

Owen 



♦ Vid. Camden's Britannia. f M. S. Blount. 
. J The other Son Giles de Braoufe, was Bifhop of Hereford, 
and lies interred on the North fide of the Preibytery, the ef. 
figies on his tomb bears the likenefs of a Steeple, which gives 
caufe to believe, that he built one of the towers or fteeples of 
the Cathedral ; and it is faid, that he erected the beautiful 
weft entrance which fome years ago fell down. It is alfo 
recorded that this family in King Henry the third's time, made 
the Caftle of Kingflohe, now written Kingfland, their chitf 
place of refidence, from whom it came to the Mortimers. 
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Owen Glendour, or as it is written Owen Glyft- 
dwrdwy, wai born, fome Welfti writers fay, anno 
1354, others anno 1349, (vid. Pennant) he was 
bred in England at the Inns of Court, and after-- 
wards made one of the body Guards to Richard 
II. to whom he remained attached till that un* 
ortunate and mifguided King was dethroned.. 
He was himfelf of noble extra&ion by his mother, 
Elena of royal blood, and from whom he after- 
wards claimed a right to the Principality of Wales. 
After Richard's fall, he retired to his houfe in 
Merionethftiire, of which there are ftill fome 
traces remaining, meditating Ichemes of oppofi- 
tion and revenge againft the Ufurper Henry. The 
Britifli Bards, whom he collected about himi 
well knowing their influence over the minds of 
his Countrymen, impatient of the Englilh yoke, 
give a minute account (vid. Pennant) of the fplen* 
dor and hofpitality of his manner of living during 
his retirement. 

Glendour muft have been at that time about 
52 years of age, and tho* an Inhabitant of North 
Wales, he feems to have had great influence in the 
county of Hereford, and particularly near the 
town of Leominfter ; for he had married his fe- 
cond Daughter to Sir John Scudamore of Ewyas, 
his third to Sir John Croft of Croft Cattle, and 
his youngeft to Roger Monnington of Mon- 
. nington. 

Owen applied to Parliament concerning fome 
common laad, in difpute between him and 

Reginald 
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KjegiftaW de Grey Lord of Ruthin, but his petiti- 
on was not attended to ; fome of the Lords even 
replied, "that they did not fear thofe rafcally 
barefooted fellows." This, and other caufes of 
complaint detailed by Hiftorians, gave great of- 
fence to Glehdour and his Countrymen, who 
Anno 1401 only, about two years after Henry's 
icceffion to the Throne, flew to arms; and 
Anno 1402, Glendour advanced with his army 
into the Britifti territories, plundered and burnt 
the Abbey of Cwm in Radnorftiire, flew the 
Monks, becaufe they had lent intelligence of his 
defigns to the EnglifK in this Country, took the 
Caftle of Radnor, and ciufed the whole garrifon 
to the number of Sixty to be beheaded on the 
brink of the Caftle yard, and during this expedi- 
tion committed great devaftations in that part o£ 
the country. 

; At length Edmond Lord Mortimer, uncle to 
the young Earl of March, who with his Brother 
was kept in cuftody by the jealous Henry, being 
then in the ftrong caftie of Wigmore, and re- 
ceiving information of Glendour's proceedings, 
lent his orders to the Inhabitants of Leominfter, 
Weobley, and the adjacent parts of the country, 
Summoning the attendance of all able men, fur- 
niflied with arms and provifions, according to an 
.ancient ftatute, enadted during the time of 
Edward the Confeflbr, by which each Inhabitant 
'Was obliged under a fine, to attend the chief 
Magiftrate of (he County, whenever it fliould be 

invaded 



invaded by the Welfti. "5/ Vicecomes iret ad 
" bellum y meliores ex incolis vadunt cumeo, qui vocatus 
" non vadit> dat undecim SoL aut unumbovem Regi." 
" If the Vicecomes (or Governor of the Shire) 
" (hould goto war, the chofen men go with him, 
" whoever being called upon, refufes to go, gives 
" to the King eleven (hillings, or an Ox." They 
accordingly aflembled near Pembridge, intending 
to aft on the defenfive, until they might be af- 
fifted with a fufficient fupply, to enable them to 
refift the enemy in open field. 

Glendour was fupported in this expedition, 
not only by the intereft of his Sons, in Law, and 
the many friends he had already made in the 
county of Hereford, but alfo by many * Eccle- 
iiaftics of great power and property; among the 
latter, by John Trevor Bifhopof St. Afaph, who 
had been formerly fent into Spain by the King, 
upon matters of importance, and whofe ecclefiaf- 
tical dignity gave, in, thofe days, great authority 
to the party he embraced. 

Owen accordingly advancing with his army, 
endeavoured to «f ford the River Arrow, (tho* 
other writers call it the Severn) between Pem- 
bridge and Areland or Eardifland, both of which 
are fituated on the banks of that ftream, which 
nea,r the latter, is diftributed into fo many bran- 
ches that the Inhabitants cannot pafs from houfe 
C to 



* M. S. Vifitation. f Vet. M. S. LaL 
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to houfe, without the affiftance of a bridge ofc 
two. This attempt at any other time would 
Kave been deemed eafy, but was at that time 
hazardous, on account of the great floods, which 
inundated the country, and the water as ifrufual 
in that part running very wildly, 

Mortimer at the head of the Herefordfhire for- 
ces, and many alfo of the Welfli, vaflals to his 
Houfe, feeing the probable advantage of a fudden 
onfet, while the enemy was fatigued, and encum- 
bered with baggage, unfortunately deviated from 
his original plan, and attacked them. The 
Welfli foon (hewed the difference between taw 
recruits, and men who had been regularly trained 
to arms, naturally hardy by living in woods and 
caves, and led on by the hopes of booty. After 
a long and defperate engagement, in which they 
were obliged to fight up to their middles in water, 
they gained, not only a decifive viftoiy, but it is 
faid (M. S. Blount) that in this a&ion, Glendour 
himfelf after a long perfonal combat, difarmed 
Mortimer, and took him prifoner. Shakelpear 
makes Hotfpur fpeak thus, 
" When on the rapid * Arrow's (edgy bank 
<c He did confound the beft part of an hour, 
" In changing hardiment with great Glendour. 
" Three times they breathed, and three times did 
they drink, 

c< Upon 

■ I i mi 

* la the Eaitian Sevan. 
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* Upon agreement of fweet Arrow's flood 
" Who then affrighted with their deadly lodks, 
" Ran fearfully among the trembling reeds, 
" Blood ftained with thefe valiant combatants. 
And having foon after made himfelf mafter of 
Leominfter, he confined * Mortimer in a com* 
mon dungeon in that toWn. Shakefpear flings 
a fine honor over this dreadful tale in relating, 

: When all athwart there came* 

<c A poft from Wales, loaden with heavy news, 
" Whofe worft was, that the noble Mortimer, M 
" Leading the men of Herefofdfhire to fight, 
" Againft the irregular and wild Glendour 
" Was by the rude hands of that Welfhman taken 
But Glendour did not 4 fo well know how to 
ufe a viftory, as to get it y for after having, ob- 
tained fo decifive an advantage, in which nearly 
two thoufand Englifhmen loft their lives, he con- 
tented himfelf with living in this luxurious Coun- 
try, and in feizing upon' whatever he deemed 
worthy of his notice, or that of his followers. 

He then wreaked his reveiige on the Ecclefi- 
aftics, who had favoured the caufeof the EngHfh ; 
his conduct in this inflance, (lays his great advo- 
cate Pennant,) feerris indefenfible, for Jbe paid 
no regard to the moft facred Edifices $ he plun- 

C3 .dead 



* Part of the Dungeon in which he was confined, is now 
converted jnfo ^ Jbble Jym^at thejop ofjhe Chur ch ftreet 
oppofite to the School Houie j over it was formerly" the Ca- 
mera or Frere Chamber. 
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dered and -ftript the church of * Leominfter of 
the greateft part of it's richeft ornaments, and 
laid the laige Priory, which was then poflefled 
of great revenues, under very heavy contributions. 
He caufed the church of Pembridge to be def- 
troyed, two windows with curioufly painted 
glafs efcaped his fury, which were adorned with 
a variety of Infcriptions, in old Saxon chara&ers. 
But the beautiful crofs on the Church Porch 
was not fo fortunate, it being pulled down by a 
Soldier. 

Mortimer, tho* clofely confined in prifon, was 
allowed every indulgence, his unfortunate fitua- 
tion could admit of. The Earl of Northumber- 
land and others who were related to him, re- 
quefted King Henry to endeavour to redeem 
their Kinfman from imprifonment, but ineflec* 
tually , Henry's jealoufy extended to the whole 
Houfe of that Prince. 

Harding has the following lines concerning the 
imprifonment which Mortimer fuftered afterwards. 

" SyrEdmond then Mortimer warred fore" 
" Upon Owen, and didhytn mekyll tene," 
" But at lafte, Owen laye hym before,- ' 
" Where in battell they fought as well as was 

fene," 
" Where Owen toke hym prifoner, and then full 
- kene," 

» With 



• M. S, BiounJ. 
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" With mekell folke on eyther fyde flayne," 
" And fet Edtnonde in prifone and great payne." 
u He wrote unto the kyngfor great focoure," 
" For he had made with Owen his fynaunce," 
€t To whom the kyng wold grant then favoure," 
V Ne nought he wold then make him cheuef- 

aunce," 

* For to comfort his foes difobeyfeuhce." 

" Wherefore he laye in fetters & fore prifone," 

" For his none payment of his great raunfome.** 

See Weever's Monuments, 

Irritated at this the Earl of Northumberland 

and others entered into a treaty with Glendour, 

by which they procured Mortimers delivery, who 

returned to the Caftle of Wigmore, and this 

produced the famous league betwixt Glendour, 

the Percys and Mortimers, The war that enfiied 

belongs to the general Hiftorian, the battle near 

Shrewfbury was decifive in Henry's favour, and 

in the year 1405 the King fent his vidorious arnjy 

into Herefordfhire, where Glendour and the Mojr- 

timers, joined by * ten thcufand French troops 

under the command of Jean de Rieux Lord of 

Rieux and Rochfort Marflial of France, which 

Admiral de Trie Lord of L'Enfontaine had 

landed in Wales, formed a fecond army, almoft 

as formidable as the firfl ; and what rendered the 

afiiftajice of the French, at this particular time, 

the 



* fliftoire et regne de Charles 6. 
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the more dangerous was their Canones, guns, 
which had been invented in France about twen- 
ty fix years before ; the ufe of which in this 
country was then hardly known. 

Prince Henry advanced againft them, but was 
on the point of being cut off, occafioned by tile 
great floods which happened at that time in this 
country ; for Glendoiir was looked upon by the 
common people as a Conjurer, who had a com- 
mand over the waters &c. and by the mouth of 
Shakefpear, he fpeaks of his intercourfe with the 
tribe of fpirits, and his fkill in the myftic arts of 
divination, 
" Where is he living, dipt in with the fea 
cc That chides the banks of England, Wales or 

Scotland, 
" Who calls me pupil, or has read to me ? 
" And bring him out, that is but Woman's Son 
€C Can trace me in the tedious ways of art, 
iC Or hold me pace in deep experiments, 
** I can call fpirits from the vafty deep ! 
The Poet on this occafion plays finely with the 
warmth of Glendour, and he afterwards makes 
King Henry fay of him 

■ The Magician d d Glendour. 

This popular opinion, he with great £kill turn- 
ed to his advantage, and at the beginning ob- 
tained fome trifling fuccefs over the Royal Par- 
ty. He however foon after retreated from Leo* 
raiafter, which was inflantly occupied by Richard 

- ■ de 



d€ Lingain, who commanded the country force* 
in the Royal Intereft ; He feems to have been a 
perfon of great power and trufl at that period* 
but what his office was, I connot guefs ((ays 
Blount) not having feen his * commiffion, only 
this his warrant of a very unufual nature granted 
to Janin de Brompton, dated Leominftre 4* 
Henry 4. 

•f " Richard de Lingain empowre di futh 
" comiffion noftre tre dont le Seigneur k Prince 
€€ deins le comte de Hereford et le Marches ad- 
" joinant a toutz y ceux qui cefles lettres verront 
" ou orront falutz — Sachez Moi aver grante a ua 
«• Jahin de Brompton loyal et liege home noftre 
u Seigneur le Roy et a fes fervants de vendue et 
u acheter beftes et berbez deins le counte dc 
" Heref. et le Marche adjoinant fans empediT 
€ . c ment ou arrefte de nulluy come lojral et lieg? 
cc hommes a fon propre ufe et encreafe fans re-r 
c< fteftiment des Rebelles de Gales et ceft ma let- 
u tre ferra fon garranL 

En tefmoygnance de quele chofe a y ceftf 
Jky mis mon feale Don-a Lemeftre le XL 
jour de Julet le III. ann de regne le Roi 
Henry le quarte. 

(Tranflation) 



* Ex ipfo Autographo inter M. S. Blount 
f Lingain ; N Vii Lord Coningelby's cafe in Hampton, 
Court Library, where there is an account of the Lingains and 
of the vaft eftates they pofTefled, when an inquiution waft 
taken a. Reg, Maris* 
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(Tranflation) Richard de Lingatn empowered by 
this commiffion of our Worthy Lord the Prime, in the 
aunty of Hereford, and the Marches adjoining, 
to all thefe, who thefe letters /hall fee or have, Greet- 
ing. Know thai I have granted to one Janin de 
Brompton loyal, and liege man of our Lord the King, 
and to his Servants, to buy and fell cattle and Jheep, 
in the cotmty of Hereford, and the Marches adjoin* 
tng without molejlation or hindrance from any me, 
as loyal and liege Men to his own ufe and increafe, 
without refrejkment to the Rebels of Wales ; and this 
my letter jhall be his guarantee. In icftimony of 
which to the above, I have put my feal. 

Given' at Lemefire the XL day of July in the 
third year of the reign of Henry the fourth. 

This Richard de Lingain joined his troops to 
Ihofe of Prince Henry, and advanced againft the 
common Enemy. It is imagined, that from the 
account of Glendour's having ftationed his army 
in a ftrong camp; on a hill two miles to the 
fouth of Leominfter, that the place of his ftation, 
muft in all probability have been, on a part of 
Brierleys Hill, called to this day Ivintoris Camp. 
* This camp is undoubtedly Roman, as may be 
known by the fite, for the \ works and ditches, 

Which 



* Vid. Grofe's Camden. '♦ 
f It is divided into two parts, by a work more modern 
than the reft. The firft feemsto have been for.Glendour 
and his forces, and the other for the French Auxiliaries. 
Many coins of 'i 340, 1 390 have within thefe late years 
been found there, by perfons who ploughed the interior part. 
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which ftill remain vifible, plainly demonftrate, 
that it was a place of great ftrength, and as fuch 
might very poffibly have been occupied by Glen- 
dour, as a rendezvous for his army during the 
hurry of a retreat. 

. * Henry feemed willing to attack him in that . 
ftrong fituation, but finding his works almoft 
inacceffible, he pitched his tents over againft him, 
and each waited in their pofts, the motions of 
the oppofite army, their chief objeft being to de- 
prive each other of provifions. In this they reci- 
procally fucceeded fo well, that both armies be- 
came deftifute of neceflaries, fo that reqpurfe was 
had to ftratagem, but in what manner is unknown. 

Owen Glendour was (oo fkillful, not to know 
that he had already, by his cruelty and extor- 
tions, made every Inhabitant in the country his 
enemy, and that his army, accuftomed only to 
plunder, would never ftand J;he regular attacks 
of the Royal forces. He tried his men by fome 
fldrmifhes, in which he difcovered, that he was 
too inferior to his Antagonift, to rifk an engage- 
ment ; he accordingly gave orders for a general 
retreat, but fcarcely had the men left their ftrong 
intrenchments, than they were occupied by 
Prince Henry, who immediately began a purfuit. 
Glendours army perceiving the Royal Troops 
at their heels, could no longer be controlled; 

D a Panic 



* Henry at that time had great pofleffions in this part of the- 
cauntry, particularly Hampton Court &c. 
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a'Pamc fieied them, So that, forfaking tWf 
leader, * they all took to flight. 
• Here terminates the hiftory of Glendour, as 
Far as regards Herefordlhire, it is certain, that 
at fome period df his life, he became a Fugitive, 
and prefents us with a remarkable in&ance of the 
inftabilitjr of liiiman affairs, fof forking from 
place to place thto* the woods, (as fome accounts 
mention) habited &s a Shepherd, in a low and 
forlorn condition, and even forced to take fhel- 
tcr in caves and deleft places from the fury of 
his enemies, without a Jingle friend to partake^ 
of his mifery : it is related by many -f- Writersi 
that he was found at length in J Haywdod Fo* 
reft, flarved to death. A death, which as th£ 
(| Records of that tinie fay, divine Providence in* 
fli&ed upon him, as a puniftiment for his (acri* 
legioUs plundering the Churches* Convents &c* 
But other accounts lay, that he died Anno 14 15, 
at the houfe of one of his Daughters, and Pen* 
nant in his Tour, feems to think this the moft 
probable, but whether at that bf his Daughter 
Scudamore or Monnington, is uncertain ; accor- 
ding to the tradition erf the county of Hereford, 

at 



* This retreat of Gtendours proved fatal, fome time after, 
to fome of his adherents ; for I find, that in the year 1409 
Philip Scudamore one of his firft Officers, in Herefordfliire, 
was made prifoner fent to London, and executed. 
f Pere d ^Orleans, J Havwood Foreft was near Hereford. 
« Vet. M. S* 
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It the Houfe of his Daughter * Monftington ; artel' 
it is faid, that he was buried in the church-yard • 
of Monnington* but there is no monument oar 
memorial of him to be found there. 

In Rymers Fcftjera, tjhere is an order from 
King Henry the fifth to Gilbert Talbot to offer 
terms to Owen.QJendour dated, 141 5* which 
(hewsj that he was then * perfon of cqnfequence, 
and the Qnfuing year the fame order is repeated 
to the fame Gilbert, to treat with Meredith Ap . 
Owen his Son, which feems to prove, that 
Owen died in that Interval^ apd that hQ left 
ifiue behind him % , 

The Parliament w;as fo ex^fpentf^d at th$ 
conduct of ths Welfli ynder Glendour^ that it^ 
was f raov^d, that no WQlflinxan,flioiUd be in? 
any office under Governing i whiph th$ King 
wa$ too juft to accede to : for^riQ m^ caq chopfe 
the pls^ce of his Nativity,, tho* he^may bemoan 
and hate the bad pra&ices qf his own nation, , 

In the reign of Henry the VI. foon after the,' 
battle of Wakefield, in which Richard Duke, of 
York was flain, \i\$ Son f Edw«d, ( after^fard^ 

* At this period the Monningtans of Monniiigtoo having 
joined, or at lead been of feme afliftance to the Inva-. 
ders, were attainted, infomuch that they ne.ver made ufe 
of their ufual coat of arms, u nti l a l ong t ime after^ when 
it chanced one of the faid Monningtons, \o marry one of 
the Daughters of Laken in the fame (nine, arid the Heir 
of them married the heir of Sarnfcsfkld whereupon thqp 
tore the prefent • arms. M, S. . Vifitaiion. . . ... : ai i/ 

,'."••• t W, Fullers Church Hiftory, 
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King Edward IV.) who at that time refided in 
the ftrong and beautiful caftle of Wigmore, had 
iaifed a large force in thp Marches of Hereford-* 
fhire ; and having joined thofe troops to the 
Salopians and the garrifons of Shrewfbury and 
Ludlow, he took the field at the head of more 
than twenty thoufand experienced Bowmen. 

Queen Margaret hearing that the Earl of 
March was in great force in Herefordfhire, was 
anxious to quell his increafing power, as foon 
as poffible ; and therefore, without waiting to 
take her whole army to London, (he detached 
the beft part, under the command of Jafper 
Earl of Pembroke, the Earl of Ormond and 
Wiltfture, and Owen Tudor, to affift the Welfh 
troops in the neighbourhood of Leominfter, who 
ftill remained faithful to her caufe. 

The Earl of March, who at firft purpofed fol- 
lowing the Queen, altered his courfe, and dif- 
covering that the main army, reinforced by the 
Welfh troops ftationed at Lemin/ler, was 
marching from that town towards the Caftle of 
Wigmore, haftened to proteft it from the dan- 
gers of a fiege ; and the Queen's army continuing 
to advance towards * Kingfland, he deemed it 
prudent to rifk the event of a battle, confcious, 

that 



* Kingsland v This manor anciently belonged to the 
Crown, afterwards to the Mortimers. Leland fays, that 
when Merwald King of Mercia, founded the famous mo. , 

nailery 
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that in cafe of an unfortunate event* he cotild 
eafily make a retreat to Wigmtore. being po0e£ 
fed of the defiles and narrow paffes thro 1 the 
woods. 

The 



Nuns at Leofminftre, which foundation was 
long before the Conqueft, he endowed it with all the 
lands thereabouts, except Kingfland; and when Henry I» 
founded the Priory of Leomirifter, this Manor was no 
part of his donation, but (till referred to the Crown, af- 
terwards it came to the Mortimers, and in 34th Edward I. 
Margaret the Widow of Lord Mortimer, obtained a Char- 
ter for a weekly Market on Saturday and a fair, upon Mi~- 
chaelmas day ; whereof the Market is loft, but the Fair con- 
tinues great, and is kept always in the fame open field to- 
wards the fouth end of the Church. Afterwards upon the 
death of Edmond Mortimer the laft Earl of March, the 
manor came to the Crown again, and was part of Queen 
Catharines Jointure, Dowager to Charles II. fome fay, 
there was a Caftle at Kingfland, near the Parfonage Houie, 
and that King Merwald was buried there. The Church, 
is dedicated to St. Michael the Archangel, and die Sun- 
day after that day fomething tike a feaft is kept The 
Rector of the Church has a right to all tythes, for when 
it was in the poueifion of the Mortimers, Edward Lord 
Mortimer, being patron, made his younger Son Walter, 
Rector of the* Church in the Reign of Edward I. On 
the left fide of the chancel is a veftry, and over that an 
old Room, probably for confeflion. On the left hand of 
the north door into the Church is a little apartment, vul- 
garly faid to be built by one Vaulker, who built the 
Church, as a tomb for himfelf, and fo goes by that name ; 
but more probably, was dciigned as a Place for Penitents, 
where they might look into the church, and hear prayers, 
but were not to be admitted into Communion, till after 
they had fhewn figns and proofs of their amendment and 
repentance. The advowfon was alienated from the Crown 
by Queen Elizabeth, and now belongs to the Rev. William 
Evans. The Manor &c. is the property of the Right . 
Honorable Lord Vifcount Bateman whofe elegant and 
hofpitaMe ManGon Houfe of Shobdoa Court is only a . 
few miles diftant. 



r 3« i 

! Thediftknce from Wigmore* to the plains of 
Kingftand, is not much above three miles, thro 9 
fheipleafant village of Ayineftrey^ fuppofed to be 
the mod pi&urefque part of the county of H$re» 
ftfrd, being diverfified with hills, whofe fummits 
£ie povered with thick, woods, hanging. rocks 
tp be fcen here and thsre thro' the trees, ver-. 
dant valleys, thro' which the River Lug mean-r 
cjert with a clear and r^pid ftream, and the ge-r 
neral view of the coijntry is reckoned a lively 
reptefentation of fonje pleafant parts of Switzer-r 
land* He therefore proceeded with his troops 
from his caftl$, and met the enemy in the', 
great Weft field near Mortimers Crofs in the 
Parifti of Kingfland, a few iniles to the North 
Weft of Leominfter, 

In thefe plains a famous battle Was fought' 
T^pon. Candlemas d^y anno 1 640* between the 
Eari q£ March and Queen Margaret's forces, 
the" engagement continual with unabated vigour 
fyoih nine o'Clock in the morning, till funfet, 
?& both parties were 'confcious, that the event of 
this battld, would tend to decide their future 
fortune, and their claims to the crown of Eng-» 
tynd. At length with the (laughter of. three* 
thbufand eight hundred men, * the Earl of 
•'. . • March 



' * The Hiftorles of that period all concur in mentioning, 
t^at before the battle of Mortimers Crofs, the Sun appeared 1 
ti the armies like three Suns, and foon after joined in 
ohe s. whence Edward bart th? 'Sun triple, in, fuH brighty 
wfs, as a recognizance, ' * " * 
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Marc^ put the Queen's forces to flight, and tdpfe 
a great number of prifoners, among whom were 
Owen Tudor, the moft noble Gentleman of 
the Welfti nation, defended from the great 
Cadtfallader, who had married Qjjeeft Catharine,' 
Mother to King Henry VI. David Floyde Efq* 
Morgan ap Reuthef* and divers other 'Welfli-* 
men of Note * all of whom he eortfined at Leo* 
minfter in the common dungeon, (the fanteia 
which Edrnond Lord Mortimer one of his dn* 
ceftors had been imprifoned by Gftendour) ahd 
afterwards, without any trial, caviled to be be- 
headed at a place in that tdwn called the * Ffv0. 
Crojjhj (now called the Iron Crofs.) Some ac- 
counts mention Owen Tudor to have fufffered at 
Hereford ; it is however certain, that the other' 
prifoners wefe executed in this town. 

Drayton in his " MifirUs of Quetn Mafgatite^^ 
gives the following defcription of the battle of 
at Mortimer's crofs. 

" Edward of March* the EJtfke his father flaine* 
Succeeding him .whilft things thus badly fort, 
Gathering an army, but yet all in vaine* . 
To ayde his father, for he carjie too fhoft* 
Hearing that Pembroke with a warlike tteyn* 
Was coming towards, him, touched with . the. 
report, 

H« 



* M. S. Blount, alfo the Priory Records fcncs the Right 
Honourable Lord Vifcouot Maiden. 
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His valiant Marchers for the field prepares. 
To meet the Earle, if to approach he dares. 

Jafper, by birth half brother to the king. 

On bright Queene Katherine got by Owen 

Tether, 
Whom Henry's love did to this Earldome bring ; 
And as from Wales descended fent him thither, 
And of South- Wales gave him the governing, 
Where in fhort time he got an hoft together* 
Cleaving to Henry who did him preferre, 
As an Alye to the houfe of Lancafter. 

Upon their march when as they laftly met, 
Neere to the Crofs that Mortimer is nam'd, 
Where they in order their battalions fet, 
The Duke and Earl with equal rage enflam'd, 
With angry eyes they one the other threat, 
Their deadly arrows at each other aym'd : 

And there a fierce and deadly fight begin, . 

A bloodier bateell yet there had not bin. 

The Earl of Ormond an aflbciate then, 
With this young Tudor, for the king that flood, 
Came in the Vanguard with his Irifh men 
With darts and fkajnes ; thofe of the britifh 

blood 
With (haftes and greaves them feconding againe. 
And as they fall ftill make their places good, 
That it amaz'd the Marchers to behold, 
Men fo ill arm'd upon their Bowes fo bold. 
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Now th6 Welfh and Irifh fo their weapons 

weel'd, 
As tho* themfelves they conquerors meant to cal, 
Then are the Marchers mafters of the field, 
With their brown bills the Welfhmen fo they 

mall. 
Now th* one now th* other likely were to yeeld, 
Thefe like to fly, then thofe were like to fail, 
Until at length (as fortune pleas'd to guide) 
The conqueft turn'd upon the Yorkifts' fide. 

* Three funs were feen that inftant to appeare, 
Which foone againe fhut up themfelves in one, 
Ready to buckle as the armies were, 
Which this brave Duke took to himfelf alone, 
His drooping hopes which fomwhat feem'd to 

cheere, 
By his miihaps, neere lately overthrowne. 
So that thereby encouraging his men, 
Once more he fets the white rofe up agen. 

Pembroke and Ormond fave themfelves by 

flight, 
Four thoufand fouldiers of both armies dead, 
But the great lofle on the Lancaftrians light, 

E So 



* This, tho' an unulual phenomenon in this country, is by 
no means ftrange or Angular in fome parts of the world, thofe 
who have vifited the Alps, the Andes, or the coafb of Green- 
land, inform us (vid. Goldfmith's Animated Nature) that 
mock funs are there often refle&ed upon an oppofite cloud, 
and the ignorant fpe&ator fancies, that there are three or foufl 
funs in the firmament at the fame time. 
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So ill the friends of poore King Henry fped ; 
Where Owen Tudor taken in the flight, 
This young Earl's father by Queen Katherinete 
bed, 
At Hereford not farfe away from thence, 
Where others with him dyde for their offence." 

When Henry Earl of Richmond (afterwards 
Henry VII.) paffed thro' this town, he was re- 
ceived in a friendly manner, and plentifully fup- 
pHed with men and money by the Inhabitants. 
Many old Frophecies recited by the Welfh Bards, 
were faid to be fulfilled in him, which howfoever 
trifling, tended in no fmall degree to increafe his 
intereft, and excite a confidence in his caufe. 
* It was foretold, that in the firft battle, whoever 
happened to (hoot the Arrow firft, (hould have 
the vidtory ; this, moft People underftood in- 
the following fenfe, "that the archer in the fight, 
wholhould flioot the firft Arrow, fhould gain 
the day to his fide." The Earl of Richmond 
bending his march forward from the city of 
Hereford, firft palled ArrpvOy a finall ftream, 
which takes its' name from the rapidity of its* 
current* about the diftance of half a mile from 
the town of Leominfter ;. and was faid according- 
ly, to have fulfilled the Prophecy. 

William Bafkerville of the Houfe of Eardifley, 
who followed him from Leominfter, behaved 

himfelf 

* Vidv Fuller's Church Hiftbry. , 
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hirnfelf fo valiantly at the famous battle of Bos- 
worth field, that the King gave, him the Manor 
of * Nethwood, where there was a noble Houfe, 
and a park which comprehended near a thou* 
fand acrps of land, . 

From this period, the general Hiftojy of the 
Town and Neighbourhood is not very interefting, 
until the beginning of the reign of Queen Mary, % 
during thofe difpijtes about the fucceflion to the 
throne of England. ^fPawlett Marquis of Win- 
chefter, having found, that from the probability 
of the event of affairs, the Princefs Mary would 
attain the fummit of her wifhes, efpoufed her 
party, and being a perfon of great abilities, gave 
no fmall influence to the caufe of that Princefs; 
he was accordingly made IVJinifter, and intruded 
with the direction of affairs at this critical period. 

The Duke of Northumberland chief of Lady 
Jane Grey's party, had fent ' EipiflTaries * into 
Herefordlhixe, in order to gain friends, who 
might create a diverfion in favour of Lady Jane. 
Jn this he fucceeded, for all thofe who were of 
the Reformed Church of England, inftantly 
coincided with the meafur^s of a perfon, whofe 
E % chief 



* This Manor now belongs to Jon. Pitts Efq, 
of Kyre Houfe. In the manfion Houfe was born the fa-, 
pious Earl of Eflex. < 

f This Pawlett was afterwards queftioned, how he could 
poffibly coincide with the various meafures of fo many- 
different Sovereigns, he replied, "by being a willow ajv4, 
fcotaaoaV* 
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chief aim was to keep the crown in the Proteftant 
fucceffion : another more interefted motive, 
tended greatly to aflift his fchemes in this, as 
well as in other Counties; fundry perfons in 
tliis neighbourhood, who were fome of the 
richeft men in the country, and who had pur- 
chafed lands lately appertaining to the religious 
eftablilhments, which had been fold at the Ge- 
neral. Diflblution, temp. Hen. Fill, feared, if 
Queen Mary who was a zealous Roman Catho- 
lic, fhould attain the Crown ; that the old 
Religion would, in all probability be reftored, 
and that they fhould be obliged to part with 
their rich poffeflions. 

Among thefe, I find the names of Hackluyt^ 
of Eaton, Warnicomby of Ivinton, who had pur- 
chafed all the Trinity lands in that neighbour- 
hood (fo called, becaufe they were to fupport a 
fmall chapel dedicated to The Holy Trinity at 
Leominfter) Streete> of Street Court, wjio was 
afterwards firfl Bailiff of the Borough of Leo- 
minfter, *J. liar ley Bifhop of Hereford, and 
many others, all men of great rank and property. 

In this difpute about the fucceffion, Religioij 
had undoubtedly great influence, the Roman 
Catholics were big with expectation of great ad. 
vantages from the Princefs Mary's acceffion to 

the 



* J. Harley fometime Fellow and Matter of Magdalen 
College, Oxford, was difplaced by Queen Mary, becaufe 
he was married, and died loon alter, He was of the pre? 
fent noble Houfe of Oxford. 



[ 3» ] 

the Crown, and thofe who wiflied to fupport the- 
Religion of their, fore-fathers, eagerly joined in, 
her caufe. On the other fide, the Duke of, 
Northumberland, who had taken, and would, 
xhoft probably, continue to take the lead, if the . 
Lady, Jane preferved the afcendancy, thd'a man 
of no principle, was to appearance a zealous ad- 
vocate for the Reformation, and was affifted by 
Jthofe Proteftants, who were concerned both by 
religion and intereft to maintain the late King's 
arrangement, in order to fecure themfelves* and 
anticipate the defigns of the oppofite party. 

The forces near Leominfter, in the fervice of 
the Duke for Lady Jan9, amounted to near . 
thirteen thoufand men, tho' when informed of 
the fuccefs of the Princefs Mary, their numbers 
fregan to diminifh, and deferiion foon thinned 
their ranks. The force however was defcmgd fb 
formidable, that the Earl of Northampton, a* 
nian Qf great credit and influence, and attached ; 
fq the royal Intereft, was fent into Herefordfhire 
to raife troops, to fupport Queen Mary's preten- ^ 
(ions. The Earl found no great obftacle in col* 
letting together a fufficient number, of men, as : 
various families in the county, and many who 
refided in and near Leominfter, were ftrongly 
attached to the intereft of the Princefs Mary. 
Ainong thefe, were Sir James Croft of Croft 
Caftle, who was Conftable of the Tower of 
London, and a man of great popularity ; Robert . 
ffe pvrfcw alia^ df Wtrton an Ecclefiaftic of 

great 
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gteat power and abilities ; * Richard Wallwayn, 
of the ancient family of the Wallwayns in this 
county, who took a very active part in the pro- 
ceedings of this period ; «f Francis Throckmorton^ 
Son of Sir John Throckmorton, Chief Juftice 
of Chefter, who was deeply interefted in Mary's 
caufe, from his hatred to the Reformation ; he 
had fome time before bought the honor of Mar- 
•den of the Duke of Northumberland, and in 
Marden the Catholic Intereft (till ftrongly pre- 
vailed ; Streete of Streete Court, either convinced 
of his error in efpoufing the wrong party, or 
embracing the ftrongeft fide, received pardon 
from Mary, thro* the interceffion of the £arl of 
Arundel, who was then at Hereford, and after- 
wards became one of her moft zealous adherents. 
% The forces in the intereft of the Duke of 
Northumberland, continuing to decreafe, and 
afraid of being furprized, had taken their ftation 
on a little hill, called Curnah or Courfenafi Hill* . 

which 



* Thefe Wallwayns are of ancient defcent from Gwalt 
Jain or Wallwain Cattle in Pembrokefliire, of which family 
was Sir Philip Wallwayn, who being engaged in King 
William Rufus's time, under Bernard de Newmark the 
Norman, in the conqueft of Brecknockfhire, had certain 
lands aJfigned him at the Hay in that County, which are to 
this day called Wallwaytfs Rents. Thus Lediard, "one 
"fhewed me in the towne of the Hay y the ruynes of a Gentle- 
Oman's place, called JValhnayn, by whpfe means Prince 
•'Llewellyn was fuddenly taken at BuiithCaflle, .there behead- 
ed, and his head fent to the King." 

f Vid. Lord Conningby's long Cafe in Hampton-Ccui^ 
Library, 

\ Vet. Manufcript 
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Which has a gradual afcent from the banks of thtf 
Pinfley , at about a mile to the weft of Leominfter* 
Here they had thrown up very ftrong works , a 
rampart and double Fofie (part of which may bt 
now eafily traced) with a defign when reinforced, 
of making an attack upon thevtown. 

But the Inhabitants having received frefti rein~ 
forcements from the army at Hereford, which 
was then under the command of the Earl of 
Arundel, were refolved to obftrudfc their defigas, 
and to dillodge from their vicinity an enemy, 
that was keeping them in continual alarms. 
They accordingly advanced under the command 
of Philip Hobby, an Inhabitant of Leominfter, 
who led the main body, Richard Wallwayn, 
who headed the troops from Hereford, and 
Francis Throckmorton, who condu&ed the cho* 
fen men of Marden. As the attack was madtf 
upon the Enemy, whilft fecured by their in* 
trenchments, the battle was very bloody, (as the 
account mentions, but no detail of particular* 
Is given, nor the precife day of the battle.) 
Succefs attended Mary's friends, and the defeat 
of the enemy was fo complete, that in a fev, 
weeks the whole country was entirely free front 
from their incurfions. 

This blpw was fatal to Lady Jane, in thte 
part of the Kingdom, as from that time her party 
was entirely deftroyed ; and Queen Mary thought 
it an aftion of importance, if we may judge by 
the particular care (he took to make an acknow- 
ledgement 
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iecigement to the chief Peffons, who had beert 
inftrumental in this Vi&ory. 

She foori after advanced Robert de Purfew ali- 
os tVarton to the Bifhoprick of Hereford ; and 1 
hate feen a command under the great feal, dated 
25 Novembr. 1 Reg. Maria?, whereby ihe au- 
thorized Henry Eirl of Arundel to confer the* 
honour of Knighthood upon Richard Wallwayn y 
which was accordingly performed on the 29th of 
the fame month ; he having been made an 
Efquire of the body to the fame Queen the 
day before. . Philrp Hobby of Leominfter re- 
ceived equal honours at the fame time, and at* 
tended with the fame ceremonies, when perform- 
ed by the fame perfon at Leominfter. And the? 
Queen was fo fatisfied with the gallant behaviour 
of the Inhabitants, that ihe ordered the privi- 
ledges and franchifes, which were going to be 
given to them by Edward VI. to be revifed and 
Confiderably augmented, and accordingly foon af- 
ter incorporated the Borough, and granted them 
a very extenfive Charter. 
* Since that time there is not any thing very in- 
terefting to relate of the general hiftory of 
this Borough, even in the troublefome time* 
of Charles I. except that a party of Oliver Crom- 
well's forces ere&ed a battery of cannon at the- 
end of the church, and deftroyed the old co- 
vered way, leading from the Priory to the Churchr 
this battery was to keep the town in awe, it 
having been always remarkable for fupporting 

government 



government, and the town and neighbourhood 
at that time favoured the Royal Caufe. For 
asmaybefeen in Vicar's Pari. Chron, p. 315; 
"That the Parliamentary General, Sir William 
"Waller, Anno 1643, went to Leominfter about 
"1^2 miles from Hereford, a very malignant 
"town, but a place of great confequence, and 
"having taken that town, fpent fome time in 
"difarming the Inhabitants, and having placed 
"a garrifon there, he departed thence." 

In the year 1645, a force of near two thou- 
fend men, horfe and foot, drawn chiefly out of 
the adjacent towns, had affembled near the town, 
of * Boitanc, under Richard's Caftle, a few miles 
to the north of Leominfter, under the com- 
mand of Sir Thomas Lundesford, Sir Michael 
Woodhoufe who commanded at Ludlow, and 
others. They were encamped on the declivity 
of the Hill, near to the caftle which was then 
in ruins, and not having thrown up any works 
to fecure themfelves againft any fudden attack, 
but confiding too much in their own force, 
were furprifed during the night by the^ ene- 
my, who had concealed themfelves in the ex- 
tenfive + woods, which lie contiguous, and 
entirely defeated by a number far . inferior to 
' F them 



* This town is now fo entirely annihilated, that not e- 
ven the name remains. * .Sic patet exemplis oppida poffh 

-J-Thefe woods belong to John Saiwey of the Moor, Efq. 
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them. Among tte flain, were three. Btt» 
thers of the family of the * Lochards, whofc 
ancient 'feat was at the Bilets near Pembridge. 
Of this family there were ten Brothers, all 
erf whom were actually engaged at one and 
the fame time in the unhappy quarrel of 
King Charles the I. Sir William Croft previ- 
ous to the engagement, riding privately by 
night thro' the woods from his caftle of Croft 
with a few attendants, was unfortunately fur* 
prifed, and barbaroufly murdered. 

This defeat may be afcribed both to the fu- 
perior ikill and condu& of f Colonel John 
Birch, who at that time was feprefentative in 

Parliament 



* Lockards, their ancient feat was at the Bilets. Tho* 
mas Lockard of this period married Alice, the Daughter 
0f Sir Roger Bodenham, which Alice was the widow of 
Bradford of Leominfter. . 

f This Colonel John Birch had a genteel habitation in 
the Parifh of Weobly, which he purchafed of Sir Thomas' 
Tompkins Kt. upon his monument in the chancel of the 
thurch of Weobk is the foUdwing Epitaph. , 

In hopes of Refurreaion to eternaTlife here is depofited 
the body'of COLONEL JOHN BIRCft 
Defcended of a worthy family in Lancaihire. 
As the dignities he arrived at in the field. 
And the efteem univexfally yielded him* 
In the fenate Houfe, 
Exceeded the attainment of nioft, 
So they were but the moderate and juft rewards 
' Of his courage,. condu&, wifdom and fidelity^ 
None who knew him, 
Denied him the chara&er, 
Of aflerting and vindicating the laws and Liberties* 
Of his country in war, 
'And of promoting its welfare and profperity 

In peace*. / 
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Parliament for the Borough of Leominfter, 
and commanded in this expedition, as alfo to 
the bad conduft and jealosy of the chiefs oi 
the royal forces about fuperiority and command , 
and altho" the bad effedts of this unfortunate 
event, were not perceived at firft, yet after the 
battle of Nafeby, when many fled into thefe 
part$ for fecurity, they ware but too ibon felt. 



* * * 



The 
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The TO W N. 



Before we proceed on the prefent date of 
the Town, let us hear what Leland feys con- 
cerning it. 

" THE towne of Leonminjier alias Lemjler y 
" Jlandeth fomewhat /owe, and all the ground very 
" rieere about it fane lower" 

" In the wejl end of the town there be three 
* Jtone bridges. The firjl over Pepjilly, a fir tame 
" that runneth a 5 miles of out of a more by wejl 
€i fcuth wefiy and runneth a 3 miles taketh with 
** him a little Brooket that rifeth not much above 
« the Church of King/land, and thence runneth 
" under the aforefayd Bridge in Leonminjier^ ami 
"fo goeth through the very houfe of the Priory r 
" and thence not farre of into * Lugge by the 
" right ripe." 

" The fecend over Kene water y that after afmall 
u ceurfe beneath the bridge goeth into Lug. This 
c< Ken is an arme of Lug y and breaketh out of it 
" at a Were a quarter of a mile above Lugge 
" Bridge in Leonminjier - y from the greatefi part of 

" Lug 



* Lugge anciently called in the Britifti language Llug* 
4ty, derives its' Etymology, as Camden fays, from the 
dearnefs of it's dream ; Llug which fignifies light or bright- 
nefs, and Gvy or Wy y which feems anciently to have been 
an appellative either for river or water. 
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** Lug, is driven by a Damme or Were to fervt 
" the King's Milks a little lower than the Dammesf 

<c The third is called Lug bridge, and, as I 
" remember, it is the great eft. of the three, and 
<« c hath moft arches" 

" The towne of Leonminjler is meetly large, and 
u hath good buildinges of Tymbre. The towne by 
" reafon of their principalis wool, ufe great draping 
" of Cloth, and thereby it ftouriftied. Since of lot- 
" ter dayes it chanced that the Cittyes of Hereford 
** and; Wor'cefter complained of the frequency if 
" People that came to Lemfter, in prejudice of both 
" their Marketts in the Shyre ' Townes, and vlfo 
4t in kindringe their drapinge. Whereupon the Sat* 
*' turday Markett was removed from Lemfter* 
" and a markett on Friday was newly affigned 
" unfo it. Since thai tyme the towne of Lemfter 
« hath decayed." 

Stukeley iq his Itinerary writes concerning 
this town, as follows. 

4€ Leominfter is a town of brijk trade in marnt- 
"failures of their admirable, wool, in hat-makings 
" leather and many other. It lies in a valley lttx*\ 
M uriant above meafure. Three Rivers of very 
"jwift current run thro 9 the town, beftdes others very 
" near\, nor will the Induftrious Inhabitants fuffer 
"jhe Water Nymphs that prefide over the fir earns, 
" to be idle ; for with mills and machinery of va- 
* rious contrivance, they make them fubfervient to 
^ many ufis in the way of J heir trades. In this 

tyim 
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** town jhe foil is luxuriant beyond meafure, trees 
*' of all forts flourijh prodigioufly, we were furprized 
* € at the extravagant bulk of plants, leaves of dock 
** as big as an ordinary Tea table, Comfry leave* 
4€ as long as my arm, fsfr." 

This town is fituated in a very rich and fer* 
tile plain, encompafled with hop-yards, orchards, 
fine meadows, i$c. * Three rivers pafs thro* it, 
alio a k Canal to the Coalworks, intended to be 
extended to the River Severn, Latitude, 52° 
18" Longitydc, 2 54" diftantfrom London 
136 miles, from Worcefter 26, and Hereford 
13. It contains upwards of 400 houfes, and 
between 3 and 4000 Inhabitants. The extent 
of it in length from north to fouth is about 
one mile, and half a mile in breadth from 
eafttoweft. The Parifh is divided into two, 
the Borough and the Out-Parifh; whiclj laft 
contains four Townflups, 1 Eaton, Henor, and 
Stretfard. 2 Wharton, Broadivard, and Brierley* 
3 Ivinton, Hyde, AJIi, and Winter cott. 4 Stag-* 
hatch and Cholftrey, 

It is a precinft of itfelf, diftinft from the 
County, having a Goal and a Bridewell, hold- 
ing Quarter Seflions and a weekly Court of Re- 
cord, the weekly market i$ on Friday, and 
there are fix fairs in the year held by vejy old 
Grants, viz. Feb. 13th, Tuefday after midlent 

Sunday 

* " * m '■ ■ ■ /, ■ ■ ■ im i w iMi n 11 ■ »^ 

* And three other ftrong ((reams witfcun half a mile of it* 
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Sunday, May 2nd, July 10th, or the wool faiiV 
September 4th, November 8th. 

The Borough is very ancient both by pre-, 
fcription and Charter, afld fent Members to 
JParliamaiit as ejrly as the XXIII of King Ed- 
ward I. Befides the Chtirch, there are four o* 
ther plades of divine worfhip, for the Baptifts, 
the Diflenters, the Quakers and the Moravians 
tw Unitas frairum. 

A part of the Town confifts- of dd Timber* 
todplaifter buildings, but moft of the modem 
feoufes are of Brick. 

Tho' the cheapnefs of provifions and peculiar 
Advantages from Hops and Cider have always 
kept this town full of Inhabitants ; yet the 
<hiftomarf low rents and high price of coals, 
iddtd fo much to the price of Brick and Lime* 
that building could not be made to anfwer< 
Of late, houfes have been much wanted ; the 
stents have advanced, and new buildings are in- 
treafing, as faft as bricks can be made. 

This town was particularly noted fome time 
back for the badnefs of its' walks, &c. within 
the boundaries of the Borough, tho' the foil be 
remarkably dry and healthy. No part,. except the 
inclofure in the Church-yard, tould be poflibly 
deemed a moderate promenade, and £ven the In-* 
habitants in the Etnam ftreet, were obliged to 
go by a long circuit thro* the town, to attend 
divine Jcrvice, At length in the year 1792 the 
liberality of his Grace the Duke of Norfolk reme- 
died 
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died thefe inconveniences : a meadovtf adjoining 
to the Church-yard called the Grange> was the 
property of his Grace, by whofe orders at a 
very confiderable expence> fundry Gravel * walks 
were made for the convenience of the Inhabitants* 
and by taking down part of the Church-yard 
wall, and the removal of one fide of a houfe in 
the Etnam ftreet a pleafant communication was 
opened from that ftreet to the church. Thus 
what before, was attended with many ciifagreea- 
ble circumftances, is now quite the reverie, and 
the improvement rendered the mod pleafant 
and agreeable paift of the Borough. 

For the names of the Streets, fee Appendix 
No. 15. 

This town gives the + title of Baron to the 

Earl 



* Thefe walks are flill called the Duke's walks. 

f In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, I find a perfon of the 
Title of Mar qui fs of Lemfier of whom we read the following 
account in an old Manufcript. Thomas Stuckley born in- 
die county of Devonihire, was a man of perfon and parts, 
but an extravagant in his expences. His firft projeft was to 
people Florida; he told Queen Elizabeth that he would ra- 
ther be Sovereign of a mole hill, than Subject to the greateft 
prince in Chriftendom. The Queen defired him to write to 
her, when he was in his principality j fo I will, fays Stuk- 
ley : In what ftyle ? fays the Queen ; In the ftyle as Princes 
ufe, fays he. "To our Dear $ifter." He went for Rome, 
was created (or created himfelf) Baronof Rols, Vifcount Mur- 
rough, Earl of Wexford, and Marquiffc of Ltmfter* .He 
fet out with 800 Soldiers under the pay of the King of Spain 
to reduce Ireland, and beat out the Englifli, he waved 
that, and went with Sebaftian King of Portugal, and two 
Moorim Kings into Africa, where they were all killed in the. 
'firft battle. 
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EarlofPomfretji by the name of Baron LiMfter* 
This Borough is in the hundred of Wolphy } 
but according to Records fdoti after Ddomfday, 
was in the hundred of Begeleit, now extinft. 

William de Lemftef born it Ledminfter, 
was a Francifcan Doftor of Oxford, excellently 
learned in Philofophy and Divinity, in both 
which Sciences, he is (aid to have written accu* 
rately many things which heretofore were great* 
ly admired, and much in ufe both at Oxford 
and London. Among many other works, lie 
wrote collections Upon the Sentences, four books; 
Queftions of Divinity, one book, and other fuch 
works. Ste Dr. Pius 9 in Appendke, The time 
,when the Do&or flouriflied is not certainly 
known, but by his writings be feems to have 
been a Profeflbr of Divinity* From the beft 
information I can obtain, he died about the 
year, 1364/ 

Vid. Hift. Francifcan. 
John of Leominfter, alias Joannes Bromiardus, 
a monk of the order of the Preachers, was a ce- 
lebrated Theologift and Jurifcorffult, Dodtor 
at Oxford, and at length Profeflbr of Theology' 
at Cambridge ; he violently Oppofed Wiclif in 
the London Synod, in 1382. He flione about 
.the year 1390, and is faidtohave died 141 9. 
There remain of him Summa Pradicatorum, in 
two parts, publifhed at Venice 1586. MS. 
Speeches in the Library at Cambridge, &c. 

Vid. Hiftoria literaria a Cave* 
G The 
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'The Manor, Grants, Charters, &o. 

HP 

JL HIS Manor, Borough, fee. were ancient 
Demefne land of the Crown, and as fuch were 
allotted by King Edward the Confeflor, to Editha 
his Queen, who is mentioned to have held 
•this Manor, with the fixteen members apper- 
taining to it, in the Conqueror's general Survey, 
which runs thus. 

" The King holds Leofminftre, Queen Edrid 
« formerly held it, with its' fixteen members, 
"Lufton, Larpol, Elmondeftren, Brumefelde, 
"Eflune^StoAune, Stoke, Merfetone, Uptone # 
" Hope, Bretleg*, Ivintune, Cerleftren, Lente- 
"hale, Gedeven, and Ffernelaw." 

" In this Manor with its' appurtenances were' 
" fourfcore *Hides, and in demefne thirty <f Ca* 
" rucates or Ploughlands; there were eight %Pra- 
"pofiti or Bailiffs, eight || Bedelli, and eight 

Radcheniftri 



* A Hide of land is not of any certain extent, but as much 
as a plough could by courfe of hu(bandry plough in a year ; 
it confifts of a hundred and ninety two acres or near, accord* 
ing to the learaedSelden. 

f Carucate of land is like the hide, bat uncertain, evenr 
Carucate was formerly of the annual value of one pound, 
thirteen millings and four-pence ; and this was the liring of 
a Yeoman or Farmer. 

% Praepofitus, Reve or Greve, Germanic^ Grave, Sax 
Gerefa, the Bailiff of a Franchife or Manor. 

|| Bedellus : a Crier or Meflenger olf a court, an* under 
Bailiff of a Manor. 
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* * Radckentfri, two hundred and thirty eight 
'* f Villains, feventy five J Borderers, and eighty 
" two Men and Women Servants." 

" All thefe had at the fame time, two hundred 
" and thirty Carucates, the Villains ploughed 
" one hundred and forty .acres of the Lords land 
"and fowed them with their own corn, and 
" gave as cuftomary eleven || lib. four (a) fol. 
" two (b) den. the Radcheniftri gave fourteen 
" fol. four den, and three (c) fe^tarias of honey, 
" The eight Millers were at feventy three fol. and 
€i thirty flicks of Eels, (thirty on each flick) the 
*' wood rendered twenty four fol, and two fol. for 
" (d) Pannage. 

G2 Only- 



* Radcheniftri, undcrftood in Domefday, to be Free- 
men ; but fome more fo than others. 

+ The Villains were of two forts, thofe who held by 
vilianage pure, and villanage by tenure; the firft, dire& 
lejvitude; the iecpnd , by which the tenant was bound ta 
perform certain fervices to his Lord ; fuch as ploughing 
his ground, reaping his wheat &c. the latter is Doomloay. 

% The Borderers were fuch as held lands of the Lord of 
the Manor upon condition of looking after his hories, mak- 
ing his hay, and fupplving fundry articles for his board and 
entertainment ; fuch euates were ufually called Bordrlands % ^ 
and there are lands in the Manor of Kingfland near Leomin-* 
iter, which ftill retain that name. 

II The Libra • or pound, as mentioned in Doomfday for 
referved rent, was a pound weight of fiiver of twelve ounces, 
equal Jo about three pounds. t\yo Shillings fterling. 

(a) The Solidus confifted* of twelve pence, equal ta tfuw • 
flullings. 

(b) The Denarius equal to three pence. 

(c) A Sextary contained about a pint and a half. , f 

(d) Pannage was "pay for the Swine feeding on awn* 
Sixths woods, * ■* 
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* Only the King has in this Manor in his ow* 
€ * demefne, fixty hides, twenty nine carucates, 
w fix * Prefbyteri, fix «f Radmen, feven Prisepo- 
u fiti, feven Bedelli, two hundred and twenty 
u four Villains, eighty one Borderers, twenty 
a five fervants Men and Maids, and eight Mil- 
* lers 5 among pll were two hundred and one 
** Carucates. 

u They plough and fow of their corn twenty 
'* five acres ; they give as cuftomary feven lib, 
u fourteen fol. eight den, three ob. ; feventeen fol, 
" for fifh, eight fol. for fait, and fixty five fol. for 
" honey. There were eight Millers of a hundred 
" and eight fol. and a hundred flicks of Eels* 
« left ten, 

" The wood, fix leagues in length, and three 
*' in breadth, returned twenty two foh out of 
*« them, were given five fol. to buy wood in 
" Wjche, ai}d thirty J mittas of fait were to bo 
** had out of them. Each villain having ten 
" hogs gave one for pannage, 

^Fropi the f ^flarts of the woods, came 

feventeen 



* Prefbyteri a temporal office, they being Comptrollers 
6f the Kings Taxes. 

f Radraen, Rod-Knights alias Red Knights, were certain 
fervitors who held {heir land by ferving their Lord on, 
horteback. 

J A Mitta was an ancient Saxon meafure, in life before 
the Conqueft ; its quantity is not certainly known. 

f" Aflart' rents were rents paid to the Crowufor forefts. 
Reared. 
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u feventeen fol. four den. ; here is an JJ Aerie 
« of Hawks," 

" The whole rent of the manor befides eek, 
" k twenty two lib. two fol. This manor, befides 
u what is allowed for the livelihood of Nuns, is 
« c fet per annum for fixty lib. and the county 
** Court faith it is worth one hundred and twen* 
* ty lib. per annum. 

" The manors of Stanford and Merkley did' 
u alfo belong to Leofminftre, but they have .been 
«fince feparated. Wigmore Caftle and fome 
u lancfe in Brimfield owed fuit and fervice, and 
« paid rent in Edward the Confeffbr's time" 
but were feparated before the Conqueft. The 
fuit and rent paid to Leominfter, fee Appendix 
No. i. 

By all which it appears, that this was a veiy 
confiderable town in William the Conqueror'* 
time, and as it belonged to the Crown when 
Doomfday was compofed, becomes what is called 
Ancient Demefne, and as fuch was entitled to 
feveral franchifes and privileges, and how unal- 
terably thefe franchifes and privileges were e£ 
tablilhed to thofe lands by this venerable Record, 
the following account from Dugdale's Origines 
Judiciales fully evinceth j 

"Moreover 



|| Aerie or Airy is the proper word in hawks for what, 
we call a neft in other birds ; as the French word Aire pro* 
perly fighifies the neft of a bird of Prey. 
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. ** Moreover he caufed the whole kingdom t» 
* be furveyed, to the end he might know how 
" much land each of his Barons did poffefs ; as 
u alfo the number of Knights fees and plough lands 
«• that it contained, likewife what Bondmen and 
c< what Cattle any one had from the greateft to * 
€< the leaft ; all which he appointed to be* recor- 
ded in his Exchequer at Weftminfter, in that 
« book called Doom/day Book." 

This place was then governed by eight Praepo- 
fiti or chief officers of the King ; the eight Be- 
delli, who were in the nature of Under Bailiffs 
to the chief Officers, and the eight Radcheniftri. 
Three were liberi tenentes, whom we now call 
Freeholders, of which fort, there were not many 
in thofe days. And it may be obferved, what a 
great quantity of wood was there then, to what 
there is now, eighteen miles in length, and nine 
in breadth, (if by /euva be underftood a league ) 
But it appears likewife, that they began then to 
affart or clear their woods, and reduce their 
lands to tillage, 

Henry I. when he endowed his Abbey of 
Reading, gave very rich poffeffions to it, and 
among them, this great Manor of Leominfter, . 
with its appurtenances, Churches, tythes &c. 
valued then at fix hundred and fixty fix pounds ' 
nineteen (hillings and eight pence ; he alfo gave 
to the Abbey all immunity and liberty, which 
the Royal power could confer on any Abbey* 
The'Monaftery here was made a Cell or Priory 

4 



of Monks to the Abbey of Reading. Fid. Aj> 
pendix No z. 

From this time the Government of the Town 
was held under the Abbot of Reading's Char- 
ter, and the Officers were chofen or approved 
by the Abbot of Reading or Prior of Leominfter. 
Four officers were in the Abbots appointment 
to a& jointly as Stewards, Bailiffs, and Attornies 
to hold courts &c. See Appendix No. 3. 

Two were chofen out of the Friars, and i wo 
were Laymen, a Bailiff of the .Town, and & 
Bailiff of the Foreign. The Bailiff of the town, 
it is probable, was chofen out of the ancient 
body Corporate of XXIV. BurgefTes ot Com- 
mon Council ; there was alfo an under Bailiff to 
execute fummons, attachments, diftrefles and 
executions. See his appointment Appendix No. 4. 

Anno 1 1 70 Henry II. granted the firft fair 
to this town 

Anno 1282 Edward I. confirmed the Charter, 
and granted a fair for 6 days on the Eve and 
day of St. Michael, and the four following clays* 

Another fair 1 8 Edward I. for 6 days on the 
.Eve and feaft of St. Edrid the Confeflbr and the 
four following days. 

In Edward the thirds reign, many Perfons of 
eftate had large pofleffions in this manor ; the 
principal names were Sturmy, Mappinore, Lory- 
mer and Romain ; the two firft names remain 
in certain clofes and a lane. The Bradfords had 

alfo 
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\ £Hb a * manfion houfe at tlie fouth end of the 
Town 

About this period (anno 1347) the Priory 
was in great Splendour, the entrance from the 
Crofs towards it was thro* an arched Gateway, 
at the top of the Church ftreet, which had a 
room over it belonging to the Priory, called the 
t ,Frere Chamber, quadam camera qua vacatur I* 
Frere CJiamber* here the Abbots Courts were 
held, and caufes tried by the Bailiffs, and Ste- 
wards of the Borough* On the north fide ad- 
joining the gateway was the Town goal, in which 
was a Dungeon : on the other fide was the 
Chapel of Le Forbury, quadam cape/la eadem 
camera adjunfta. 

Anno 1335 ^ e Keepers of Leominfter granted 
freedoms to various perfons on their paying pre* 
jtniumsof 6s. 8d. 10s. &c. and about this time 
many applied for their freedoms, on account of 
their marrying the Daughters of Freemen ; all 
which applications were rejected. 

According to the Priory Records, the Abbot 
pi Reading claimed to have in this manor and the 
foreign hundred, and the inward, return of efc 
treate of writs, and liberty of holding pleas of 
-Naam (vet it Namio) the affize of bread %nd ale, 
view of frank pledge, a gallows, pillory, tumbrel, 
amerciaments of his men, chattels of the con- 
demned and fugitive of his tenants &c. 



• *This Houfe as the Records fay, continued u>, gcoftfe 
{plejidcur 'till the middle of the r jth Century. 
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Arind 1394. 'The Abbot and Convent give, 
to John Litntly, the cuftody of the Inner Gate 
ctf the Manor of Leominfter for 99 years, tQ 
be Deputy at the Goal, See Corrody in thti 
Appendix No. 5. 

Anno 1394 Sirnames were taken from trades, 
as well as from the pl&ce of refidence, the origin 
of tlugh Smythe of Wynnefley, is recorded in 
the Priory Records, 17 Rich. II. 1394* Ofbert 
de riope had a Son Htigh, whofe Grandfon was 
by trade a SmytM, he omitted the name of 
Ofbert, and was called Hugh Smythe. 

The Magiftrates of the Town were very tena- 
cious of their rights, they admitted John de Eye 
the King's Coroner 1408, temp. Hen. 4. to 
inquire after the death of William Atte Rethe, 
df Cherleftren, on condition he fhould proclaim 
this his licence 1 . 

By man^ contefts Anno 141 3, with the Ab- 
bot of Reading, it feems that the Bailifts and 
Commonality (or Corporation) were not fo de- 
pendant on the Abbot and Priory, as it appears 
from the appointment, by theif claiming of 
the Abbot, twenty-four acres of land in Port- 
man's More, in the Parifhes of Leominfter and 
Eye. It was determined at the Affizes at Here- 
ford, to belong to the Abbot and Monks. 

1414, Henry V* confirmed the Charter to 
the Town and Priory. 

1440, Henry VI, confirmed th? (phartej, and 
)*4 it ratified by Parliament, 

H J539 
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1559, After the Diflblution of the Abbey* of 
Reading, and Priory of Leominfter, 31 Hen* 
VIII. the Crown took pofleffion of the great, 
Manor of Leominfter, with the Churches, Fran- 
chifes, and Privileges, as enjoyed by the Abbot 
and Prior $ the great power of the Courts and 
Seflions was now gone ; for, except in trifling 
matters, this Borough was hereafter fubje&to 
the Jurifdi&ion of the Lords of the Marches, 
who held their Courts at Ludlow Caftle. 
Thefe courts were firft held in the reign of. 
Henry VIII* who granted very extenfive power, 
for that purpofe. Their Jurifdidion extended 
over all the land, between the Severn and Offa's. 
X Dyke, from Briftol to Chefter. The Lords of, 
the Marches had power of life and death in their 
relpedive courts, and, in every, frorjtier town, a, 
gallows was ereded, and * if any Welfhmen 
came over the boundary on this fide, they were 
to, be taken up and hanged, every town within 
the Marches being furnilhed with a horfeman, 
armed with fword and fpear, and maintained on 
purpofe to be always ready to take them up r~ 
likewife, if any Englishman was taken on the. 
Welfh fide, he fuffered the fame fate: fuch. 
was their antipathy to each other. The WeKJi . 
deemed all cattle, &c. f lawful prizes, taken, 



X Knighton in Britifh Trefeclodd or Tref ary Cknudd^ fig~ > 
nines the town in the ditch. 

• < -r-# -¥t* WHUTps's ITiftbrv of Shfewlbury. 
f. If a Welfhman could get a ftolen' horie or cow ota£> 
the bar, he cryed out, "niy own," and further the' horfenKa 
dared not follow. * 



and brought over the Dyke to thf lr fide, for 
which reafon, moft houfes were moated round, 
and pallifadoed, to drive their cattle in every 
night, in order to prevent their being ftolen and 
taken away. 

; Anno 1552 the Inhabitants petitioned King 
Edward VK to renew or grant them a Charter, 
letting forth ; that there were 2000 hujjeling 
men, L. e. Communicants, that there were three 
Chauntries, St. Mary's, Trinity Service, and the 
Service of our Lady of Pity, otherwife called 
the Chauntry of Philip ap Morgan's lands, that 
the three priefts ferving the faid Chauntries 
ferved the Grammar, Writing, and A. B. C* 
Schools, that the King had within the Borough 
of Buigage rents, Cottage and Kenel rents, to' 
the amount of 53 Pounds, 11 Shillings, that' 
they had ten ftone bridges to maintain ; They 
therefore prayed the King to give them thofe 
Chauntry and Cottage rents, and renew their 
Charter: the King's death happening foon* af- 
ter, prevented any further proceeding. 

Anno 1554 The Inhabitants of this Borough 
having diftinguifhed -themfelves iirthe caufe of 
the Princefs Mary againft La<iy Jane Grey, 
Queen Mary on her acceflion to the throne* 
readily complied with the requeft of the Town 
mi granting them their firft Charter, power of 
holding Seflion's Courts, with various other 
privileges, as under the Abbot of Reading, a 
J^Jigh Steward, a Coroner, two Serjeants at 
H * Mace> 
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fyface, Coaler *nd other Officers, eftabKftiecJ. 
the School, the Court of Record every other 
Monday for fums not exceeding five pounds, 
granted lands, tenements, rents, &c. See 

Charter in Appendix No. 6. 

Queen Elizabeth's Charter, A. D. 1561, is 
a recital of the above. 

King Japies recites the fame, and adds, 
that the Steward and the. preceding Bailiff, are 
Juftices with the Bailiff for the time being, 
to preferve proper weights arjd me^fures, &c. 
alfo, th^t the Court of Record held every 
fprtnightj \>t jn future held on every Monday, 
and granted the wool feir, &c. 

]rx the 3rd year of his reign, he granted this 
gi^,at manor, \yith if's Royalties, Churches and 
appurtenances to the Duke of Buckingharn. 

In 1610 the Peftilence being at Hereford, 
the Summer Aflize was held at Leominfterj 
one trial (hews the cruelty of the laws in 
Religious matters at that period. * Roger 

Cadwallader born at Stretton Sugwas, a fecu r 

lar 



* Roger CadwaQader attended a fchool at home, till he 
was fit to go to College, he went to France, entered himfelf 
a Student at the Engjifh College at Rheims, and was made 
• Deacon in 1 593 : that year he travelled into Spain to the 
Englifh College at Valladolid in order to finiih his Studies- 
was made a Pneft and returned home. * He was foon appre- 
hende4 on Eafter-DayV 1610, atthehoufe of Mrs* Winifred 
Scroop, within 8 miles of Hereford, by Ja. Pritchard the 
tJnder Sheriff, he was firft brought to the High Sheriff, then 
|$ Benifcet, ^Bifhop of the Diocefe, and underwent a long 

examination^; 
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tar Prieft, was .condemned, for taking ordet* 
beyond fea, to be hanged, drawn and quartered, 
his head to be fet up at the * Market place, 
and his quarters hung up at the <f four ends of 
the town ; which fentence was put in exe- 
cution on the 27th of Auguft 16 10. 

A. D. 1663, fmali copper coins not being 
coined during the Ufurpation, in moft of the 
principal towns, Traclefmen's tokens or farthings 
were circulated, allowed, and continued till aboat 
the year 1672, when farthings were coined at 
the Mint, "Six different token* were made ia 
this town. 

jfcramy Cterke. in Leominfter 1663. Mercer's 
arms. 

Fran. Perfe Lemfter, * . 1666. for neceflaiy 
flange. 

William Clent Bookfdler in Leominfter 
?666. W- E. C 

Thomas Hardwick Junior in leominfter his 
halfpenny, a Buck* 

Nathaniel Siwith pf Leominfter hi$ halfpenny, 
1667. # 

Elizabeth 



examination; being proved a Catholic Prieft, he was fent 
to Prifon; it is faid^ that he Mas offered pardon, if he 
would take the oath of allegiance, which he refufed, tho* 
he acknowledged his Majefty the true and lawful King of 
ffais realm. 

* Alias Town Hall, or JButter-Crofs. 

f Lug Bridge to the North, South-Street to the SoutJ^ 
JJargates to tpt Weft, and Etnam Street to the JSaft* 
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Elizabeth Bedford in Leominfter her half- 
penny. 1667, a fug^r loaf. 

King Charles's Charter, 15th of his reign, is 
xttily a confirmation of the former. 

There having been two Revolutions (if the 
term may be allowed) fince the Charter had 
been renewed by King Charles the ift; the 
Inhabitants began to be anxious to have their 
power and privileges renewed, after King Charles 
II. was eftablilhed on the throne. 

It appears, that Mr/ J. Stead an Attorney, 
was induflrious in getting the application made; 
his Majefty complied with the defire of the 
town, and in 1665 renewed their former 
Charters. 

In addition to their other powers, he 
granted them a Recorder, and appointed Ed-' 
ward Freeman Efq. a Gentleman learned in the 
Law to that Honour; alfo a' Town-Clerk* 
and nominated John Stead Gent, to that Of- 
fice; alfo that the Recorder and two Capital 
Buigefles (Voiild be Juitices of tlie Peace, in 
addition to thofe before appointed, and the" 
Court of Record to extend to debts not ex- 
ceeding one hundred pounds. Mr. Stead 
brought the Charter from London, to the 
great joy of the Corporation and Town in ge- 
neral. The Bailift and Aldermen in their 
gowns, the Serjeants at Mace and the principal- 
Inhabitants, met the new Town-Clerk at the 
bottom of the Etnam Srteet, and walked in 

proceffioa 
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proceffion before him 5 he riding on horfebacif 
with the Charter open upon his breaft. 

The Charter k of James II. Queen Anne* 
King William, and King George I. only rene* 
the former grants* 



The prefent Corporation 

For the Government of the Town* 



Chief Steward. The Right Hon. Lord 
DISCOUNT BATE MAN. 

Recorder. The Right Hon. 
THOMAS HARLEY. 

Capital Burgeffes. 

4 % 

f X Edward Coleman. J R. A. Dyer. 

. %£ Benj. Fallowes. J John Tudor, 

«* Rich. Smith, Clk. J J Philip Davis. 

fl Tho. Smith. J Willm. Vale. 

J Rich. Haylings. JTho. Toldervy 

Tho. Coleman. * J Jno. Lodge, Ok. 

J ; John Wall Clk. JEdw. Bannifter. ' 
£ Geo. Evans Clk. Tobias Davies. 

John 

% How often Bailiffs* . , 
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f John Pitts. Tho. Proftcr; 

J Jon. Meredith.. Tho. Simpfonj 

XJ. B. Toldervy. ^ Ed. Woodhoufew 

J F. Edwards. Jos. Haylings. 

The Magiftrates for the Borough are the 
Bailiff and his Predeceflbr of the former year* 
the Chief Steward, Recorder, and two of the 
Capital Burgefles chofen annually. 

The Bailiff is alfo Coroner, and. Clerk of £he 
Market. 

The Chamberlain is chofen annually out of 
the Capital Burgefles. 

1 The Cdmmon Coundl 6f 24 Inferior ? Bur* 
gefies has never been dected . 

The Quarter Seflions are always held the Sa* 
turday after Hereford Quarter SefFons. 

The Court of Record is held every Monday, 
to recover debts not exceeding- 100 Poijnds* 
and to hear and determine caufcs. Any two 
of the Capital Burgefles may prefide at the*. 
Court with or without the Bailiff. 

There are two Serjeants at Mace, alfb *%. 
Goaler, who generally holds the Offices of 
Bellman and Bea le. 

There are annually chofen twelve Constables*. 
two to each ward. 

The Borough being a precindt within itfelf, 
no County Magiftrate can iflue a warrant 
therein. No County rates are paid, and the 
Inhabitants are not liable to lerve on June* 
jbr the County a Seflions or Affizes. 
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HIGH STEWARDS 



1554. Sir Philip Hobby, Kt. 
Duke of Chandos. 
Sir C. Hanbuiy William* 
Lord Vifcouht Bateman. 



RECORDERS. 



1665. Edward Freeman Efq, 

Auditor Harley. Tho. Johnes Croft EG^. 
Right Hon. Thomas Harley. 



TOWN-CLERKS. 

jaoss-saaassaaa 

1665. John Stead Gent. 

Tho. Price Gent. 

Thov Price Gent. 

Brewfter Gent, 

-1727 Sam. Knill. 

Tho. Coleman Efq. 

I 
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BAILIFFS. 



rJ54 Hum. Stceete 1583 

55 Sir Philip Hobby 84 

Knt. ,85 

56 Nicholas Bailey. 86 
57,Hum. Streete, 2 87 

,58 Henry Gilley 88 

59 Alban Bach 89 

60 Rich. Pervin 90 

61 Rob. Patis 91 

62 Jof. Pbwel, Sen. 92 
63* Rob. Phillips 93 

64 Rich. Mfcyrick 94 

65 Will. Strcete 95 

66 Tho. Bakdr 96 
.67 John Houghton 97 

- £8 Jof. Powell jfun. 98 

69 Hen; Seward Jun. 99 

70 John Jay 1600 

71 GeoigeMunnox 1 

72 Jo. *5hotej 2 

73 Jo. Ken 3 

74 Edw. Colbatch - 4 

75 Jof. Powle Baker 5 

76 Albo$]$rch ' 6 

77 Jof. r Howell 7 

78 Rich. Stead . 8 

79 Rich, Jtftynnox 9 

80 Jof. Meyrick 10 

81 Hum. Moone n 

82 Dan Lokyer 12 



Philip Morris 
Jo. Powle 
Rich. Birch 
John Perks 
Hugh Adams 
Rowland Read 
Rob. Morris 
Tho. Keene 
Wm. Birch 
Jof. Browne 
Fran. Infall 
Phil. Thoma* 
John Robins 
John Perrin 
John * Hayns 
Rich. Bradford 
Iohn William* 
Iohn Stead 
Will. Bedfoid 
Tho. Jay 
Rich. Bonkey 
James Hill 
Iohn Street 
Hen. Birch, 
Rich. Powle 
Iohn Patis 
Thomas Baycey 
Tho. Stephens 
Tho. Vale 
Will. Woodhoufc 
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1613 Iohn Powel % 1645 

14 Rich* Parry 46 

15 Tho. Smith 47 

19 Iohn Hill 48 

20 Iohn Bowkey 49 

21 Leonard Enfalc 50 

22 James Hill 51 

23 Iohn Toldervy 52 

24 Iohn Powle 53 

25 George. Bradford 54 

26 Humphrey Rea 55 
C7 Francis Shelter 56 

28 Edmond Stephens 57 

29 Rich. Blafhfield 58 

30 Rowland Stead 59 

31 John Stephens 60 

32 Ifaac Seward 61 

33 Iohn Patelhall 62 

34 Iohn Powle 63 

35 Richard Scarlet 64 

36 Wm. Taylor and 65 

Hugh Perks 66 

37 Miles Hill. 67 

38 Tho. Pritchard 68 

39 Edw. Stead 69 

40 Henry Powle 70 

41 Henry Seward, 7.1 

42 Jos, Parry 72 

43 Rd. Kinnerfley &? 73 
Rd. Bach 74 

44 E£w. Stephens 75 



Iohn Stephens 
Tho. Fprd 
Fram Nafh 
Alexander Nelmes 
Oliver Toldervy 
Iohn Patelhall 
Hen Powle 
Edw. Hay 
Rich. Bach 
Rich, Blafhfield 
Walter Powle 
.Tho. Smith > 
Edw. Stephens 
Hen. Caswell 
Fran* Adams 
Iohn Tompkins 
Tho. Hardwicjc 
Wm; Bailey 
Iohn* Stead 
Rich. Nafh . 
Wm, Vafton 
Tho. Smith 
Geoige Karvejr 
Iohn Tompkins 
Franc. Pearce 
Iohn Tompkins 2 
Edw. Hay 
Edw. Bangham 
Iohn Williams, 
Iohn Jay 
Jerem. Clarke 

Thft 
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167* Th. Nafh 1 

77 John Withington 

78 Vincent Edwards 

79 Samp. Edwards 
$0 Iohri DuttonColt 
Si Hum. Laurence 

82 lohn Williams 

83 lohn CafwaU 

84 lohn Tompkins 
«5 Tho. Harris 

86 Rich* Hodges 

87 Sam. Seward 

88 lohn Walt6n 
8$ Edw. Bangham 
90 William Bach' 
9! lohn Bangham 
$2 Henry Btown 

93 James Winton 

94 Caleb Powell 

' 95 Edw. Bangham 

96 James Powla 

97 Jonath. Davis 

98 James Caswall 
$9 Tho. Price 

1700 James CafwaU 
Efq. RromtMs 
time they were 
tailed Efquires. 
t lohn Caswall 

2 Ifaac Tompkins 

3 Ri. Nicholfbn 



704 Edw. Williams 

5 Caleb Powell 2 

6 lohn WintOn 

7 Tho* Chelmifh 

8 James Caswall 2 

9 James Caswall 3 

10 James Caswall 4 

11 Ben. Sraallfoofc 

12 Jas. Ponnell 

13 Edw. Bangham 3 

14 Cal. Powell 3 " 

15 Ifaac Tompkins 2 
,16 Fran. Nafh 

17 Tho Price 2 

18 Mich. Stephens 

19 Rich. Stephens; 

20 Will. Spencer * 

21 Tho. Nelmes 

22 James Nafli 
23* Bdw. Bangham 

24 Wm, Vafton 

25 Capt.lohn Caswall 

26 Tho. Exton 
2) Rich. Baker 

28 Wm. : Phillips 

29 Benj. Thomas 
3© Tho. Sheriff 

31 Tho. Higgins 

32 lohn Granger 

33 lohn Bach 

$4 Abr> SewtoL > 
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1735 Fran. Kinnerfley 1 

36 Tho. Tompkins 

37 Ifaac Seward 

38 Philip Hbper 

39 Wm. Vafton Jun. 

40 Iohn Coates 

41 Rich. Stephens 

42 Philip Hoper 

2jid. 
$3 Wm. PhilKps 

44 Wm. Toldervjr 

45 Edward Williams 

46 -Mich. Stephens 2 

47 Green Biggs 

48 Ben. Thomas 2 

49 Iohn Bach 2 

50 Fran, Kinnerfley 2 
54 Iohn Granger 2 

52 Sam. ?rofie^ 

53 And. Waring 

54 Iohn Wall 

55 Wm. Toldenfy 

>*. 
5$ Jof. Pemhe* 
.57 Gites Whiteh^lJ 

58 Rob, Thon\as 

59 R,ich. Rogers 

60 Edward Coleman 
, <*i Iohn Granger 

62 Ben. Fallowes 

63 Tho. Bayley 
, $4 £dvyard Bach 



765 Som. Watts* 

66 Fran. Browne 

67 Edward Granger 

68 Som.Knill 

69 Sam. Eaton ' 

70 Tho. Smith 

71 James Toldervy 

72 Sam* Profler 2 

73 Edw. Coleman 2. 

74 Rob. At. Dyer 

75 Iohn Jennings 

76 Ben). Fallowes 2 

77 Iohn Tudor 

78 Philip Davis 

79 Weaver Bennet 

80 Wm. Yale 

81 Iohn Hoopej 

82 Rich. Hay lings 

83 Sam. Eaton z 

84 Thoiq. Smith 2 

85 Iohn Pytts 

86 Jon. Meredith 

87 Iohn WaU Clk. 

88 James Bailey Tol- 

dervy 

89 George Evans Clk. 

90 Philip Davis 2 

91 Francis Edwards 

92 Tho. Totdertfy 

93 Iohn Lodge Clk. ^ 
§4 Edw. Banxufter." 
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The TOWN-HALL. 



Ti 



HI S is commonly called the Butter T Crofs, 
it was newly built in the year 1 63 3, and was a 
light elegant building in thofe days. It ftands 
upon 12 oak Pillars of the old Ionic order* 
over which is the room for holding Quarter 
Seffions, and a commodious? Chamber for the 
Corporation Meetings. Many fhields are round 
the building, on whidt were . the arms of 
feveral Gentlemen, who were benefadfors or 
contributors towards the expence ; much carv- 
ing has been on it. At the bottom of the 
building over the Pillars is infcribed (fouth fide) 
Vive Deo grains, ioti murido tumulatus, crimine 
tnundatuSy femper tranfire paratus (eaft fide) where 
JtifHce reigns, theire Virtue flows, fat cito fatfi 
bene> vive tit poft vivas. As Columns dofup- 
port the fabric of a building, fo noble Gentry 
do fupprop the honor of a ftate (north fide) 
in memaria aterna erit Jujus, J 63 3. 

This building was ere&ed by John Abel, 

the mod noted Archited in this Country of 

Us time j he built the Market^Houfes of He-. 

• «fr«k 
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feford, Brecknock, and * Kington, and didihfc 
timber work of the new Church at Abbey 
Dore. Thebaic! John Abel being in Hereford 
Cityy at the tirpe the Scots befieged it, in the 
year 1645, made a fort of Mills to grind Corn, 
which were of great ufe to the befieged ; for 
which contrivance and fervice, King Charles the 
lft did afterwards honor him with the title of 
one of his Majefty's . Carpenters, 

This Architect, after he was 90 years of age, 
made his own m$ nun^enjt, which is in Sarnesfield 
Church-yard, and engfovod his own effigy kneel- 
ing, with his two wive?, and the emblems of 
his occupation, the ryle, . compafe and (quare, 
and he made the following Epitaph j He died 
*A 1674, aged 97* 

This craggy ftone a covering is for an Architec- 

tor's bed, 
That lofty buildutfgs railed high; yet now lyes 
down his head : 
. His line and rule,, fa death concludes, are locked 
up in (lore, 
Build they who lift* or they who wift, for he 
can build no more. 
His houfe of clay could hold no longer, 
May heavens, . frame him a ftrongeav 

JOHN ABEL. 
Vive ut yivQS in.vitam. aternam. 



# The inferiptions round the Grofs at Kington, were fucb 
as the following. 
For fellers and buyers this houfe we prepare, 
Jray lwear not nor lye not in trading your ware, 8cc, 
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About the year 1756, the arched Gateway 
over which the Frere Chamber was built, (then 
the Town Hall) gave way, and all the building 
fell down* ipith great part of the Goal ;. the 
remainder was taken down, and a new Goal 
built in the New-ftreet. The Market-Houfe 
at the Butter-Croft was repaired, and the room 
over it fitted up for the Council Chamber, and 
Town-Hall for Seffions, &c. 

This building has lately been repaired at 
nearly five hundred pounds expence ; the ex- 
terior of the Pedeftals of the Pillars being de- 
cayed, ftone Pedeftals we*e fubftituted ixi their 
places; a new railing was put ofcaftiron, the 
floor newly paved, and the heavy roof ver^ 
much diminilhed of it's weight, and covered 
with thin Hate. 



The SCHOOL HOUSE. 



T. 



HIS building was ere&ed for a Chapel, and 
called The Chapelle in le Forbury ; it was built 
by John Peckham, Friar Minor and Archbifhop 
of Canterbury, in honor of St. Thomas the 
Martyr ; but Death, it is faid, prevented the 
Founder from endowing it with lands* He 
died A. JD. 1292* 

This 



tin 

This was the Chapel, defcribed as adjoining to 
the Frere Chamber, quadam capella eoedem earner* 
adjunfta. How long this building was made ufe 
of for divine worfhip, is nQt now known; but 
it feems to have been difufed , for that puirpofe, 
long before the Diflblution. It is but ?, reafon- 
able conjecture to fuppofe it to have be^n the 
School formerly "ufed by the three Chauntry, 
Priefts, and may have occafioned the applicati- 
on for an endowed School with ..their .Charter. 
Queen Mary readily complied with the requeft* 
for (lie granted this building, and 20 .pounds^ 
per annum to be pakj by. the Corporation t<* 
two Mailers, out of the lands &c. flie had pre- 
vioully granted to them, belonging to the 
Chauntries &c. This Salary is ftill continued. 

Since the Frere Chamber fell dotfn, the Cor- 
poration holds the weekly Court of Record in 
this Hall, Members of Parliament are alfo elect- 
ed here, and the Bailiff and Juftices fwora into 
their Offices. It is likewife ufed to hold the 
High Stewards Law or Court Days, and the 
Court Leets for, the Great Manor to Lord 
Maiden. 

Adjoining to this Chapel of le Forbuty y the 
Corporation ere&ed another School Houfe over 
the Engine Houfe, for inftruding and employ- 
ing a certain number of boys and girls, begun 
in the year which flourifhed for feveral 

yeafc, fupported by a voluntary fubfeription, 
but is now difcontinued. This room is now- 

K made 
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made ufe bf for the Grammar School, being; 
the moft comfortable. 

Since that time the old School Houfe, which 
was erefted for the worfhip of God, and with- 
in this century made ufe of for the Parifh Church* 
during the time the Church was rebuilding ; 
this once facred old Edifice has been appropri- 
ated to very difTefent tifes ; that of a Play-Houfe, 
or for exhibiting any other kind of Shows $ 
alfo as a place of conviviality for an Electioneer- 
ing Party, where the greateft profufion of pro- 
vifions were wafted, and fcenes of rioting and 
drunkeiuiefs almoft daily exhibited for a confix 
derable period of time, O tempora, O mores. I 
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The PRIORY. 



JL HE firft religious Houfe, we have an 
account of in this tpwn, was the Monaftery 
laid to be built by Merwald, for 'Religious 
Virgins, Anno Dni 658. 

The endowments were afterwards pofiefied 
by the Crown, till Henry I, built his Monafte- 
ry for Benedi&ine Monks at Reading, and en- 
dowed it with Reading itfelf, Chelfea and Leomin- 
Jer 9 with all the appendages of woods, lands, 
mills, filheries, and with all the Churches, 
tythes, offerings &c. See King Henry's Charter^ 
Jpptndi$ No. 7, / 

The Monaftery and lands appertaining to 
the great Manor, were then valued at 660L 
1 6?, 8d. Soon after the Abbot was in po£- 
feflion, he made the Monaftery of Leominfter 
a Priory or Cell of Monks, fubjeft to the Ab- 
bot of Reading, with the power to appoint 
and exchange the Monks at Leominfter at 
pleafure. 

J Anno 1207, The Power of the Abbey was 
confirme4 by Pope Innocent the third. See 
4ppendix No. 8. And in the fame year Hugh 
Biftiop of Hereford, by his Charter, granted the 
privilege to the Monaftery of Reading, of ap- 

K % pointing^ 
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pointing Monks Deans at the Priory of Leo- 
minfter. 

Anno 1223. The Charter of confirmation 
made by * Richard Bifhop of Hereford, to Hugh 
the firft Abbot, defcribes the extent of this 
Lordfhip and Parifhes appertaining. See Jppen- 
dix No. 9. 

Anno 1282. The Abbot of Reading having 
appointed a Friar ofhishoufe, -j* Prior of Leo- 
minfter, the Bilhop of Hereford's Official op- 
ppfed fuch appointment, even to excommunica- 
tion, pretending that the appointment of a 
Prior appertained to the Diocefan. The King 
interpofed, and wrote to Bifhop Cantilupe, then 
beyond Sea, to flop proceedings till his return ; 
which was accordingly done. 

This Cell was the greateft of the kind in 
England, having larger Revenues than fome 
Abbies, as may be feen in the following extrad. 

TEMPORALITIES 

Belonging to the- Priory of Leominfter. • 

Temp, Edward L 

£. s, d. 
Thfe Manor of Leominfter, with 

the Borough. 211 15 o 

Revenue of the Affize, grants, 

pqrquifites & tolls 16 00 



* This Bifhop was Keeper of the Great Seal under the 
Chancellor of England. He died at bis Palace at Ledbury 
1 127, and was buried at Hereford. 

f The Prior of Leominfter wrote himlelf Cufios PrUratu* 
Jeu Prior de Leominfire ac Suhdecanus ejufdem. 
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Service of Villains 




20 


Froia mills within and without 




the town 




28 19 8 


From Sale of wood 




icr 


From Pannage 


uved 


10 


Qut of which the Abbot rea 


277 14 8 
240 


He has alfo at l^eominfter 6 


* Carucates of land 




each 


20s 


at Ivinton 3 ditto 


ditto 


20s 


at Lufton 3 ditto 


ditto 


20s 


at Stockton 4 ditto 


ditto 


1 Mark 


at Stoke 3 ditto 


ditto 


1 Mark 


at Hope 3 ditto 


ditto 


20s 



at Buckland and Fencott 3 ditto ditto 

hf . a Mark 
at the Moore 2 ditto ditto 5s. 

at Weftwode from revenue of Affize 26s 
of Hay 100 loads each ij;d 

303 9 o 
Of which the Abbot of Reading 240 o o 



The Priory's fliare 63 9 o 

Moveables. 



* Cajrucate, like a hide, is uncertain. The value for- 
merly of a Carucate was il. 13s. 4d. and this was the liv* 
ing ota Yeoman or Farmer. The whole of the arable acres 
^°ng"*g to the Priory were 3500. . Vid. Priory Records. 
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Moveables, 

The Prior had 46 Cows 70s. 8d, 

280 Sheep 1 r6s. 8d. 

There were four Halimots belonging to this, 
great Manor of Leominfter, ftill continued* at 
Sttektwt held under a tree, called Halimot Tree, 
in the Poplar's Green, at Ivinton> Stoke, and 
I^ujlon. 

The Priory fc commodioufly fituate to the 
North,-eaft of the Minfter or Church ; Leland 
lays, " The Chijrch of the Priory was hard 
"Joyned to the Panfh Church; ^j\d w^s but a 
""{mall thinge. Some faye, that the Monks of 
"the Priory fayd, that theyjh&d the fculls of 
cc the heads oiMerewald and Ethelmwid Khpges 
c< pf the -ftferche. Mr. Hackluyt told me, that 
<c the body of King Merewald w^s fqjind 
** in a wall of the old Church at Wenlock." 
* It is built over the fmall rivQr ?infley y which 
is remarkable for being more pure and foft, 
than (he other Rivers. This rivulet rifes i n 
Shobdon Marfh, r\ins to the • Wegnals, and 
feems to have been brought from thence, foj; 
the ufe of this houfe. The chapel befonging 
to the Prioiy was fmall, many noble momir 
ments were erefted in it i which is the prob- 
able 



* There were three fifh ponds, called the Park-ponds, i* 
front of the houfe, near Ken water river; and the meadows, 
joining are now called the Park meadow?. 
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4ble reafon, fo few were to be found in tht 
diurch in Blount's time. 

From the Town to the Church and Priory, 
there was a covered way, which was taken 
down in Oliver Cromwell's time* At the en* 
trance of the Priory Green was an arched gate- 
way, having the Church-yard on the one fide, 
and on the other a building, where now the- 
Tythe Barn ftands, called the Almjbury> or 
*Almery > " in which, as Stukeley lays, .they 
" gave their fcraps away to the poor people at 
€€ the gatef, ai t have obferved at feveral other 
" religious houfes ; this is reckoned a great 
" mark of thdr charity, whilfi idle folks lofe 
u their tinje in waiting for it*" The oil mill 
in the Priory green, was the Corn mill fer- 
tile Priory. There was a »row of Aljns-Houfes 
oh the right hand of the road from the Crofi 
to the Church, with various buildings and of- 
fices, to the Inner Gateway, Goal, Guild-hall &c. 

Anno 1350. By the Ledger Book of the 
Priory, a lift of taxation was taken ( temp. 
Edward III ) of the Churches and Chapels of 
the Manor of Leoniinfter, which were nine in 
number : alfo an account of the Penfions paid, 
or referved to the Prior of Leominfler, out . 
of the faid Churches, with the Chapels of Stoke- 
and Docklow from the Vicar. The Vicar re- 
ceiving 



* A meadow adjoining is called the Almery or Almeqt 
Clofe. 



i *1 1 

Ifeivitig only 9 pounds per annum for fcrving 
the cure. 

• Anno 1382. John Croft was excommuni- 
cated at HerefonJ, Leominftefr and elfewhere, 
for unjuftly detaining the tythes of Newton, 
belonging to the Church or Priory of Leominfter., 
^ In th6 year 1402, Owen Glendour took 
pofleffiori of the town, and laid the Priory un-. 
der very heavy contributions, it being then in 
it's moft flourifhing ftate; many perfbris giv- 
ing up their pofleffions for a life fupport in 
the houfe. See Appendix No. io,- where there 
is a copy of a grant to an Efquire of the 
Houfe. 

The number of Servants they kept (hows 
with what fplendour they lived. 31 Servants 
received wages at Chriftmas and Eafter. See 
Appendix No. 11. 

A Corrody for fupporting the Keeper of the 
Park of Aflchewode for life. Appendix No. 1 2. 

Anno 1539. The Abbey of Reading and 
*Priory of Leominfter continued in fplendour* 
till the general Dlflblution, 3 1 Hen. VIII ; . 
and if we can credit it, Biftiop Burnet, the- 
Vifitor at the former, reprefented the Monks 
there, as living .in luxury and licentioufnefs 5 
but this cenfure of the Bifhop's is fixongly a- 

nimadverted 



* The Office where rents, fines, &c were paid, they 
called, the Exchequer, and was lb exprefTed in all their 
leafes and grants. 
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ftimadverted upon by Brown Willis. The 
Abbot refufing to deliver an account to the 
Vifitors of the Revenues and Treafures, he 
and two of the Monks were attainted of High 
*Treafon, found guilty, and ientehced to be 
hanged and quartered, which was executed 
within fight of the Monafiery. Such was the 
unfortunate end of Hugh Faitingdon, alias 
Cook, the laA Abbot oi Reading, and 31ft 
from the firft Inftitution, Nov. 14th 1539. 
1* h6 CroWn taking immediate pofieflion of the 
Abbey, great quantity of Jewels and other 
things of value were found, befides the rents of 
the hdiile,* which amounted to 1938I. 14s. 3d. 
In this fum it is probable the Abbots receipt 
from the Manor aiid ?ribry of Leominfter 
was included. 

1539. John Glower was the lafi Prior of 
Leominfter. 

King Henry appointed Simon Hyett and Geo. 
Hawe Gent, jointly and feparately to the Of- 
fice of Bailiffs for this great Lordfhip, 8rc. to 
a& by themfelveS or Deputies, for their lives 
or the ldngeft liver of them : they were each 
of them allowed the Salafy of 17I. 6s. 8d* 
per annum for exercifing the faid Office. Set 
Appendix No. 13. 

In the Minifter's Accounts (31 Heriiy 
VIII.) of the pofleflions of the late attainted 
Priory of Leominfter in ihe County of He- 
reford, remaining in the Office of the late 
L Court 
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Coiirt of Augmentations of the revenue of 
the Crown at Weftminfter ; Is contained as 
followeth; ' 

The Manor or late Priory of Lepminfter irt 
the County of Hereford diflolved by attainder. 

The Accompts- of all and fingular the Bai- 
liffs, Stewards, Collectors, Pindars, Farmers and 
Other Officers of all and fingular the Lordlhips, 
Manors* Lands* Tenements, Re&oiies, Portions* 
Penfions, and Tythes, or other pofleflions, as 
well fpiritual as temporal belonging or apper- 
taining* to the late Priory or Cell there, lately 
diflolved and fupprefled, which Priory £nd Cell 
with all it's members and appertenances, asa- 
bove, came to the hands of our now Lord 
Henry VlII. by the Grace of God, of England 
and France King, Defender of the faith, Lord 
of Ireland, and on earth fupreme head of the 
Church of England (by- feafon of the attainder 
of Hugh Coot, at the time of the Diflfolution, 
and Icing before Abbot, of the late Monaftery of 
Keading.in the County of Berks being diflolved 
by the late attainder) and being in his hands* 
and annexed tQ the Crown of his moft feren^ 
Majeffy. . . / . v 

The accompt of Symon Hyett £s? George Hawe; 
v .-- ^ '^He Kings Bailiffs, ' 

_ l 1 > " "' * i i 1 1 \ r \ ' \ i n i '» . . 

. In 



♦r »4 1 

£. s. d. 

Jn Wejlharnes from rents, farms 

with tythss, ^arrears &c. * 74 11 6. 

Wages to tHe Bailiff per annum 40s, 
In Ivyngton and Hoop from rents &c, 117 13 3 

Wages to the Bailiff per annum 33s, 4<3. 

In Stoketon from Rents &c. no 17 10^ 

Wages to the Bailiff, and to this Accompt- 
ant's expences coming to Rediijg to pafs his ac- 
compts before tfye King's Auditor 10 killings. 

In Stoke 36 2 5 

Wages to the Bailiff 26s, 8d. 
Jn Lufion / 102 io 3 

Wages to the Bailift 40s, his expences coming 
to Reding to pafs his accompt io* (hillings. 

|n Leominjler Borough 22 10 o 

To th? Bailiff 40s. 
l*eominfter Cottage Rents 25 11 9 

To the Bailiff 20s, 

fseominjier Liberty > profits of the. 

" fair &c. 9 92 

To the Bailiff 26s. 8d. 

Portion $f the Priory of Leominjler. 

L 2 From 



* Thefe Arrears were but trifling, fcldom exceeding ^ 
fey fhilliags. 



t Sj * 

From the (cite of the late Priory with the 
Demefne lands called SomergelJs&c. 734 
•Fiom Rents, Farms with 

tythes &c. 285 1? 4 

Stipends. 



To a Chaplain celebrating divine 


Service in 


the 


Ckurch of Middleton per annum 


3 


*3 


4 


In Hope 


3 


*3 


4 


In B*ymfield 


2 








In Kymbalton 


3 


13 


4 


In Lufton and Eyton 


4 








In- Yarpoll 


3 


6 


3 



King Edward YJ. granted feme of the endow* 
ipenfs of the Trinity Chantry, tQ Sir Edward 
Purient and his Heirs. 

1554 Queen Mary granted .the remaining 
part of the Chantry endowments (Trinity and 
St. Mary, or Philip ap Morgan's lands) with 
the Cottage f ents to the Corporation of Leominfter, 

1574. Queen Elizabeth granted two acres 
of Land, called the Church-yard, with a tene- 
ment and Garden in the Burgefs ftreet, late 
belonging to the Priory, to John Herbert and 
his Heirs. In exchange of lands between the 
Queen and the Biftiop of Hereford, the tenths 
of the villages of Weftharnefs ' and le Grange> 
with a portion of the tenths of Kinnerfley and 
Humber, belonging to the Priory, w#e grant*, 
to th<? Biftiop. 

King 
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King James in the 3rd year of his reign, 
granted to the Marquis of Buckingham, this 
great Manor with all it's rights, royalties, and 
appertenances, including the Manor of Weft- 
harnels, Stockton, Stoke, Ivinton, and Hope, 
with the Patronage and Advowfon's of all the 
Churches &c. in as full and ample a manner, 
as heretofore enjoyed by the Abbot of Reading,. 
on payment into the Exchequer of the yearly 
rent of 305L i is. 5d. which was then fuppok 
ed to be nearly the neat amount, of what the 
Crown received from the faid Manor, after all 
dedu&ions were made. When the Marquife 
had been eight years in pofleffion of thefe 
fylanars, he was murdered by Fclton, 

Anno 162 3 he Ipft l^is Son a rpinor; and 
thirteen years afterwards, the Duke being ftill 
4 Minor,, the Kingdom fell into confufion by 
the civil wars, ai}d fopn aftsr the Ufurp^tioa 
followed. * 

Anno 1562. By particulars taken from the 
Augmentation office, it appears, that the rent 
°f 3° 5^ us. 4d. was directed to be fold ao 
cording to an ordinance of Parliament, ^by 
their ufurped Power. . 

By Court Rolls and other papers from the 
year 1649 to the keftoration of King Charles 
IJ. 1660. The Manors of Weftharnefs, Ivin* 
ton, Leominfter, Stoke, Stockton, and Hope 
(the. part which had been granted to Queen 
^nne the wife of King James, as part of her 

Jointure 
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Jointure ) were in the poffeflion of Henry 
Martin Efq. one of the King's Judges. The 
Manors and Liberties of the foreign Court and 
Borough, with the franchifes, temporal and 
(piritual remaining in the hands of the Ufurp- 
ers, ungranted. 

t At the Reftoration 1690, it appears, this 
Manor wasreftored to the Duke of Buckingham, 

About 1662 the Duke of Buckingham fold 
very nearly all the Manors of the Copyhold 
Eftates, which were of great value, to the 
Tenants who held them, or to othey Pur-t 
chafers, if the latter were not able. 

After this Manor had been thus mangled, 
it remained feyen years in the Duke's hands, 
unregarded by him or his agents, when Ma- 
jor Wildman for an old debt, the Duke owed 
him of 1400 popnds, in 1675 took to the (aid 
M^nor, Borough and Foreign, Halimots, Roy- 
alties &c. with the few remaining Copyhold 
Eftates, ftill liable to the rent of 305I. ns. 4d. 
and the Premifes were conveyed to him ix^ 
Jan. 1675. 

After the cjiffolution of the Oxford Parl^u 
jnent 1680, of which the * Major was, a Mem- 
ber 



* This Major Wildman ieems to have been ah aftive 
perfoti during the troublefome time of King Charles the 1 ft. 
was bold a»d hypocritical, famous for preaching and fighting, 
and factious, if we can credit the following Anecdote. The 
Major in company with Cromwell and others, contrary to- 
tljelr ufual cuttom, partaking too freely of the bottle, and, 

dropping. 
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ber, he fled from his Country, and did nolf 
return, till he came with the Prince of Orange 
at the Revolution in 1688. At that time, 
John Dutton Colt Efq. wasJbis chief Steward; 
The Major came to his Manor at Leominfter* 
and fold fome of the few remaining Copyholds, 
and leafed others for 2 1 years ; having reduced 
the profitable part of the Manors to fo final! 
a rent, that it did not exceed 30 Pounds per 
annum* more than the fee farm rent of 305L 
us. 4d. to the Crown; the konorary parts of 
this great Lordftiip being rather a burthen to 
him, he refolved to difpofe of it to Lord Coninge£ 
by, then Lord Juftice of Ireland, for 3060 
Pounds, which was then thought to be a great 
price for it, which fuoi was paid 1692. 

The laft Lord Coningefby left two Daugh* 
ters by his fecond Lady— firft, Lady Margaret 
afterwards Countefs of Coningefby, and who 
was poflefled of this Manor with his Lordfhip's. 

other 



dropping the Corkfcrew, they were bufy under the table, 
endeavouring to find it. Unluckily at that time three Pu- 
ritans waited on- the Protector on a (piritual Miffion. The* 
Gentleman Ufher having opened the door to introduce 
them, the wind blew out the Candles, and left them m 
darknefs : extremely aftonifhed at this, Wildman addrefTed 
them from under the table in a cant tone or' voice. "De- 
pat* good Chriftians, we are at prefent in quiet and 'dark- 
nefs feeking the Lord." They accordingly retired, feem- 
ingly much fatisfied. When Wildman role up, lighted the 
Candles, and laughing faid, "thofe fellows pioufly believe 
we were feeking the Lord ; and by Jingo, we are all 
nearly drunk feeking the Corkfcrew. Ex vet. MS. Jet 
an account of htm in Clarendon's Memoirs* 
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ether landed property. She was married to Stf 
Michael Newton and died without any fur- 
viving iffue, the fecoad Daughter Lady Frances* 
was married to Sir Charles H. Williams, Mem- 
ber of Parliament and High Steward for this 
Bdrough* who had two Daughters, Frances 
married to the Earl of EfTex, whofe eldeft Son 
the Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Maiden, now 
enjoys the large pofieflions of the late Earl 
Coningefby. The fecond was married to the 
Hon. Boyle Walfingham, Brother to the Earl 
©f Shannon, whofe Daughter and Heir is mar- 
ried to Lord H, Fitzgerald, Brother to the 
Duke of Leinfter. 

The * Priory Houfe has gone tliro* feveral. 
(changes fince the Diflolution. Lord Coningefby 
kad it fitted up for a County Goal, think- 
ing he had intereft fufficient to remove the 
Affizes from Hereford to Leominfter. It was 
afterwards rented by the Corporation, and ih 

the 



* Near the Priory not many years fince, an attempt was 
fnade by fundrv Inhabitants of the Borough, to difcover a 
fiibterraneous paflage, which according to the Credulous ac- 
counts of fome people, went under ground to Ivintom 
Camp, about three miles diftant. In their refearch th«y 
found a well vaulted Cellar, a fkeleton of very extraordi- 
nary dfmenfions, pigs of leadt &c. A litigation enfued 
between the Countefs of Coningeiby, and tlie Corpora- 
tion of Leominfter as to the property trovert, her Lady- 
Ihip's plea being, tlwt Lord Coningeiby was Lord Pa- 
ramount ; the cafe was referred to the Recorder, The 
Hon. Robert Harley, and others, and was decided in 
fcvour of the former. 
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year 1717 or j8, it was made * Manfion- 
Houfe for the Bailiff, and fitted up for the 
feafts and balls, having fifti-ponds in the front 
of the Houfe near the river* Since then it 
has been converted into a Houfe of Induftry 
for the Town, which has lately been nxuoh 
improved in the regulations and management*, 
as well as in cleanltnefs, by the affiduity and 
perfeverance of Mr. Jofeph Pember, when he 
was Overfeer of the J*oor. 



M The 



THE CHURCH. 



T 



H I S is 4 Vicarage dedicated to St. Pe* 
ter and St. Paul, prqx s Archidiac. 7s. 8d, - 
Abb: Radinge 6s. 8d; Feod. Apparit. is. 
ram gardin: herbag: cqemiter: pens: frym: apud 
Stoke et Docklow. Stipend : . Reft : Abb : 
de Radinge il. 10s. 8d faen : et foe : decim: 
praedial : pis : et pand : infra Burg : over : 

fruft : &c. The King Patron. Prior of 

Leominfter propr : clear yearly value 40I lis 
9d. 120I. • K. B. joL 3s. 6d. 

Lib : Regis. 

This Church is a rural Deanery. For the 
better uiiderftanding what thefe rural Deane- 
ries are; Know, that each diocefe has in it, 
one or more Archdeaconries, and every Arch- 
deaconry is fubdivided into rural Deaneries, 
fewer or more, according to the extent or 
bignefs of it. The rural Deans are certain 
Perfons that have Jurifdi&ion Ecclefiaftical o- 
ver fuch other Minifters and Parifhes near 
udjoiniqg, as the Bilhop and Archdeacon fhall 
flSgn, ~ad aliquod minifteri&n-fub Epifcopo ex* 
crcendum eonjlituti, being placed and difplaced 
by the Bifhop and Archdeacon. They were 

anciently 




fubfty I.Priet. 






4- 
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anciently called Archiprejbyteri, Decani Chriftia- 
nitatis, and in the law of King Edward the 
Confeflbr, Decani Epifcoporw, but have no ca- 
nonical Inftitution. 

The time when this ancient church was firfl 
built is not known. Leland fays, "There is 
Cf but one Paroch church in Leonminfter ; but 
<c it is large, fomewhat darke, and of ancient 
« % buUdinge : infomuch that it is a *grete lyke- 
u lyhood, tha.t it is the church that was fomewhat 
" afore the Conqueft. The Church of tha - 
" Priory was hard joyned to the eaft end of 
" the Paroch Church, and was but a fmall 
"thinge." 

The north Aifle, with it's low mafly Pillars, 
the beautiful circular door at the weft-end, 
and the window over it are fufficient proofs 
of it's great antiquity, and muft have been 
ftanding long before the Conqueft. From this 
very old part ftill remaining, we may venture 
a conjefture concerning the original form of 
this ancient fahrick. The back Aifle, which 
confifts of the middle fpace or Aifle, we may 
fuppofe to have been the principal part of the 
Church ; the north Aifle ftill remains fupport- 
ed by a row of mafly Pillars* and a like row 
on the correfponding fide$ leaves not a doubt 
of a fimilajr Aifle having "been there alfo. A 
low Tower was on the Weft-end, and a. ftiori 
4pire. 

. A- few Centuries after when Churchest were 
M z built 
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built in the old Gothic Style, the fouth fide 
was greatly enlarged. The great Weft window 
with it's old Buttrefs, and a fine row of Gothic 
Pillars were then ere&ed, the roof made double. 
The lower or infide part of timber, neatly carv- 
ed cr wrought, the upper of timber, covered 
with lead. The windows wefe of painted glafs, 
fome brilliant remains of which are to be feen 
at this time about the Town, which may have 
given the church the gloomy appearance Leland 
defcribes. The infide was fitted up as a Col- 
legiate Church with flails,' but the back Aifle, 
as it is now called, was the ancient main part 
of the Church. In the eaftern part the high 
Altar was fituated, with a door towards th$ 
north, leading to the Sacrifty, and the Aifles 
On each fide between the malfy pillars, were 
filled with Altars dedicated to particular Saints, 
as iscuftomary in Roman Catholic Churches. 

There were three Chantries in this Church, 
the Chantry of St. Mary, the Chantry of the 
Trinity fervice, and the Chantfy of the Service 
of Our Lady of Pity, otherwife called the 
Chantry of Philip ap Morgan's lands, and to 
each was a Prieft. Towards the fouth fide of 
the Chancel was Our Lady's Chapel, to which 
in old times many fmall donations were made, 
The particulars may be feen in the translation 
from the Records of the Priory, alfo defcribed 
in an old MS. ( olim penes J. Stead Gen. ) 
wherem are recited neaj a hundred legacies $nd 

£ fts » 
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gifts, fome before, and fome in the time, of 
Edward III. many of them without <date, mot 
of them given ad fujlentationem luminaris it 
lampadum coram altari B: MarU in conventual* 
ecciefid Leominjtri*. 

See Jppendix No* 15* 
Many Altars dedicated to particular Saintt 
ire fuppofed to have been in this Church, but 
the following only, are recorded in the Priorjr 
and Church Records. The Altar of St. Peteit 
of St. Mary Magdalene, and St, Katherinc, 
the Altar of St. Mary in the Church of the 
Monks and the Chapel of St. Anne. 

In the year 1346 Bifhop Trilleck wrote to 
Friar John, Prior of Leominfter, that he had 
in perfon vifited the Parifh Church of Leo* 
minder, had obferved great irregularities, and 
that he had ordered the perpetual Vicar of 

' the Church of Leominfter, to pronounce ex- 
communication 7 againft thieves who robbed the 
treafury of the Priory, 

..In the year 1348 he excommunicated fome 
for coming armed into the church, and for- 

. cing away from the San&uary fome who had 
taken refuge there, having polluted the church 
of Chirbury by ilaughter* 

In 1389 a new roof wa? made to the chan- 
nel of the Holy Crofs in the Parifli Church 
of Leominfter, Reginald Pole being then Vicar* 

* In 1408 Richard Wynefley the Son 6f 
|iugh de Wynefley came; aad obtained a licence 
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of the *CitfioJes or Keepers of the Manor of 
Leominfter, that his Father might be buried 
in this Panfti Church, it was granted to him 
Gratis, on account of the many^fevors, the 
manor had received from his Father. 

Anno 1428. By leave of Tho. Efle, D. B. 
Lord Abbot of the Monaftery of Reading, in 
the time of Thomas Stanton, Dean of Leo* 
minfter, and John the Subdean thereof, -j* the 
Veftiary of the Church of Leominfter, by the 
affent of the faid Deans, was removed from 
the Altar of St. Magdalene and St. Katherine, 
where the faid veftiary then was ? and was after- 
wards fifced near the Choir of the faid Church, 
by Will. Raags and Roger Wagle, Church- 
Wardens, who new built the roof and windows 
of the faid Veftiary and Chancel, and covered 
the fame with lead ; they undertook it of ' 
themfelves, and repaired the whole Aifle with 
the Chapel of St. Michael the Archangel. 

X Penfions paid at this time at Leomiijfter 
Church,- Anno 1553, 

To Robert Werall Incumbent of St. Mary's 
Chantry, 61. o o 

To Phil. Nicholas, Incumbent of Our La- 
dy of Pity's Chapel il, 9s iod. 

To 



, * Thefe Cuftodes were two of the Friars of the Priory* 
fee Ledger Book of Leominfter. • 

| Veftiary a wardrobe or dreffing place for the Priefts^ 
'" % Willis's Mitred Abbeys, 
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To Tho. Seabright, Incumbent of Trinity 
dhantry, jL o o 

Anno 1558 Philip Bradford bequeathed, that 
he might be buried in the Chapel of St. Anne, 
below the Church of Leominfter, he left zs* 
to the Altar of St* Peter, m the church of 
the Monks, and 13d, to the Holy Trinity* to 
John Verre Vicar 6s. 8d. to pray for him &c. 

In the year 1699 or 1760 this fine old Fa- 
brick took fire, occafioned by Workmen em- 
ployed to folder the lead* on the roof, the fire 
got in between the outer and inner roofs, and 
raged fo violently, that from 9 or 10 o'Clock 
in the morning, till 3 in the afternoon, it 
was burnt down, with the middle rows of 
Pillars, the fine wrought roofs, . the chantries^ 
chapels, altars &c. The belfry took fire, the 
flames entered the loft, where the clock and 
chimes were, and were with great difficulty 
extinguilhed, by which , means the bells were 
faved. It was with great hazard and rifk that 
the cups, flaggons, pulpit cloth, and cufhion, 
with the Regifter Books could be faved,. all 
things elfe, were in general burnt and destroy- 
ed, and the violence of the fire, cracked and 
fwelled th'e fouth end of the Steeple. On the 
morrow after the fire, theeaft end of the mid- 
dle Chancel and fouth Chancel, fell down; the 
computation of the lofs and damage was 14541 
Pounds 1 8s. id. See the affidavit of the Mafons s 
Joiners, &c. in thi Appendix No* 16. -• 

# In 
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In the Spring 170$, the church was begun 
to be rebuilt, and it was finilhed in 1 705. The 
firft Sermon preached in it was on Whitfunday 
tfce 26th of May* oil the funeral of Tho* 
Gittoes, the extra expence of rebuilding it, was 
more than 2000 pounds. 

During the time the ,ehurch toas rebuild* 
ing, Divine fervice was performed in the School 
Houfe, formerly the chapel of te Forhcry. 

The only remains of this ancient fabrick are 
the north fide, and pillars in the Back Aifl<S . 
the weft end, and tower * alio the fouth end, 
with the beautiful light Gothic windows* th$ 
whole of the eaft end was newly built. 

The church was rebuilt in a neat plain ftyle*' 
fupported by four very large handfome Tufcan 
pillars. The length of the whole building is 
125 Feet, the north or back Aifle the lame 
length; and the breadth of the fbuthern and 
northern parts are each 62 Feet, making to- 
gether 124 Feet; the heighth 52 Feet* To 
the north-weft is a noMe and lofty Tower. 
The fouth fide, which is feparated from the 
back Aifle, and appropriated for divine fervice, 
is regularly pewed with oak, having two Aifles 
north and fouth. There is no Chancel; the 
communion table in the eaft end, is divided 
fifom the body of the Church by railing and 
the rifing of two fteps. Over it is a finely paint- 
ed Altar-Piece, the defign from Rubens. 

The fubject is the Lord's fupper ; it-ia done 

with 
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with great judgment abd ftill, oft each &fe 
of which are tables with the Ten Command* 
meats in gik letters, then Mofes and Aaron, 
and laftly the Lord's prayer and belief gUt, 
with a glory above the Lord's fupper ; the 
whole filling up that fide, which, with the 
Veftry is the breadth of the prefer* church 
on the Eaft fide. 

On die weft end is the Font, over which 
is a neat Qaliery, fupported by elegant Co* 
rinthian Pillars. The Orgaa is erected on this 
Gallery, all of oak, the front pipe* gilt, the 
whole regular and uniform, and had a pleafing 
appearance, till the oil cloth (which was to 
prevent the light of the great Weft Window ) 
was taken away ; it has not now the fine 
dfeft it had before : and the thin Certain and 
Partition will not prevent tins noble Inftru* 
ment from being injured by the Sun. The 
Organ was eie&ed 17379 ar\d opened the fol- 
lowing year. 

There is a handfome Chandelier hanging 
from the ceiling, by a neatly wrought lion Chain. 

The Bells were recaft from 6 to 8 in 1755, 
The Infcriptions round them ore, 

The firft. John Grubb, Clerk and Sexton, 
'755- 

The fecond. Profpcrity to this Town and 
Parifc. ^ . # 

The third. Mr. Rob. Pcnnie, William E- 
vans caft us all. 

* n ^ru 
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, . The fourth. Mr.. H* • Vaqghan jun> Mk 
i\-C*rtps, Cumte. 
^'Xte fil&-> Jafcn /Granger, Mft B. Thomas* 

■ r JThe £xth. F^lU. Hoger, John Wall, Giles 
Wjiittal Efq. . 

The feventh. Mn Sow. Watts* Mr. Th6< 
Ellis, Churchwardens. 

The-eighth. Mr. Hem Vaughan, Wm t 
Toidarvy Jun, Bailiffs* 



pert 



] The Benefice of this Church and- largp Pa^ 
rifh is but (m&ll, the great tithes, an? the pro- 

rty 6f the Duke of Norfolk^ in right of his 
tchqfs, Heirefs of the Scqdamore Family of 
thcHopi near Hereford. A large Portion 

of the Parifh tithes are . let by the 6ifhop* 
which pays a certain Modus. The Vicar had 
but a'fmalf income, which was enlarged about 

the year, by Queeii Anne # s Bounty, 

and a Voluntary* Subfcription of the' Inhabi- 
tants amounting .to 400 pounds ; which now 
at the prefent advance of land, amounts in 
all to little mere than 100 pounds per annum. 

. A ; very impeifoi LA& of the Vicars of this 
Church is..ta be obtained: from the fanail al- 
lowance granted, by the Priory, it may. hUve 
remained many years without any regular prd* 
fsfljtefl JfCfiniftcr, '•and; the duty .^ecfoi'med by 
the Monks of the Houfe. 

" 1 3 #5." William* Solufbury. _. ^, . 

49SS82 
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* J 389V Reginald Pocfe, otherwise Pole. T 
* i^M.-John; Virr, admitted to * the ; Vtearage 
*f Mr. R. Pole, " ; 

1466. Johr* Scott Succeeded Mr. -J; .Vifr. 
Richard Hall. .r- r\ 

1533. Henry fucceeded Mr, R. ~Hall. ^ 

1546, Miles Jeffries Vicar, Aug. 3. 

1551. Rich, Poll, A. M. on the grcfehtatU 
on of Queen Mary and Philip. ># •— ~* 

1566, Thomas Evans ditto- *f Queen .Eli- 
zabeth Dec. 1. . ^ 

156& J. HodgeS iiiftltuted 15 Sept. ' * 

1 63 1, * John Tomhes B, D, Magd. Half; 
Oxford, 

' 'N z * " " - -" Trj6£ 

- -, ..... m - ■ L ~" . 1 ■ 1 1 ^ ■ 

* Mr. John Tombes an Enjinent, Richer and nojted 
Diflenter, was born at Bewdley 16*03', ^ e was " chofen'ca* 
techetical Lecturer at Magdalen Hall Oxford, at tiie'tg) 
of %u He was Snifter of the Church of Leominfter 
many years. The income being fmril for this large Pa- 
rifh, Lord Scudampre from the great refpe& he tod for 
him, mpfe an addition .to it! whifb Mr. Tomhcfi ttaqk- 
pilly acknowledged in the firft Book he publifhed. Hfe 
was among the firft that endeavoured a Reformation Hi 
the Church^ by purging it, as he teamed 4t| a'Serv 
mon he preached on that Subject wa&'fo much no* 
ticed, that it was printed by order of the-'Houfe rf 
Commons, winch expofed him afterwards- to tfte #age«f 
the Church Party. When the King's, forces came ; fetf& 
this Country in 1641,- he wafc plundered, and- driven frot* 
his habitation, he fled to Briftol, and had the livlfig <& 
All* Saints given lu/nj two Sermons he there preaebgf, 
were printed by order of Parliament. He was ibon 
driven from thence by the Church Party. Hfe€ffcape4 
to London 1643 ; was Minlfter of JFenchtircb, arid a£ 
terwaids chofen Minifler of the Temple Church, but 
*ps difmuXcd for, his apology on In/ant Baptifm. After 

** . this 



166*. ,+Wm. Whittle admitted by Dr. Crpft 
Bifhop of Hereford, on the prdfcntatiou of 
Charles II. 

1 663 . Tho. Wooten prefented by King Charies 
Aug. 19. 

1679. Mich. Stephens, A. M. Aug. 16, by 
King Charles. 
. 1 714. Lancelot Stephens, Aug, i. 

17—. Henry Vaughan, , 

176a. Richard Vaughan. 

The ancient Monwfcpnti in this Church 
Mrcto all deftroyed at the time the Church 
was burnt downV it is [fuppofed, that many 
o^ the moft ancient and curious, were in the 
priory Church adjoining, long finoe ^decayed, 
and deftroyed: which may be the reafon, fo 
few are recorded by Blount and other Anti- 
quarians. 

Monuments. 



this* Jfrwdley chofe him for their Minifter, he had the 
Parsonage of Rols added to his other living, whjch he 
irfignea on being appointed to the Mafterfhip of the 
Jfelptal at Ledbury, -r— — The affeftiops orbit peo- 
ple W\g alienated from him, on account of his opinion 
elonctrning Baptifin, he returned to Leominfter, and was 
Mun appointed Minister of this Qhuxch, Upon the 
jUftoratyoB, he readily fell in with the Monarchical Go* 
Tcrnment, but finding the fpirit of Perfecutipn revived, 
and having married a rich Widow, he quoted his places* 
|aid down his Minifiery* and removed to Saliibury, 
whete he died May »5th, 1676^ Aged 73, 

See Noaconfiopnift's, Memorial t. 

t He had 19 QhSdxm by, one ^if* , . .. 1 • 
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MONUMENTS. 



JL HE following Is the moft ancient and 
remarkable. 

« C O P P I E of the infcripfione found by 
c< me John Hackluyte of Eaton in Hereford- 
a 4hire uppOn a braflen plate on the watt of 
€€ the fouth fide of the Chirche of Leombr 
? fter in the iaid couotie of Hereford, 159^ 
i€ All the letters were cut oute in hiaifion piate* 
«<and fceftened upon a timbre lette info the. 
Ci wall, and have been:wa(bed orer with white,' 
" at fiich time the laid Chirche had been? 

"cleaned* ' 

* My foremoft fathers did build upon this 
toy town, and at KetfteImfbid,-aiKl Me a dw t l L 
haniftede, and Lincoln, and Leiceftsr, and 
l^enelmworth* and Clint, and Kenelmftrone, 

. «4 



* An explanation at large of this Monument is ftf 
the Addenda to Weaver's Funeral Monuments* by which 
ft* appears that the perfon to whom this Infcrjption 
did Wong, was defcended from the ancient Saxon Kings' 
and died about the year 1060. His anceifon had 

a Caftle in the neighbourhood of Leominfter, the fite 
of which may be triced, it was "called Kenelmbaldfton, 
by abbreviation Kimboldton; the way to it from Leo- 
urinfltr is well know* by the name of the Cotnjfli way. 



£ *°3 f 

and Winchcomb, and Hereford, and Sutton* 
and Kenchefter/ and Weftminfter, andVerulum, 
and Nottingham, abd Warwick and Gloucefter, 
and Stanford/ and Berkeley, and Tewkeftmry, 
and Runcon, and Tamworth, and £defbury» 
and Sempringham^ and Lincoln, and Cwich- 
dme bis Ley, and* Off: Churcb. Chrift loved 
mty and- vyas my moft righteous defence always. 
I have loved Chrift, and for his love my lands 
I forfook (i. e, gave) but any. Kihgfland and 
alfo my Kenelmworth, I do not forgive (i. e, 
pve) I am thrift's Kenelme, and J£en&mbald 
is my Kinfman at Clinton. ' (All in 

Saxon Chara&ers) 

In Blouqt's time im the hack Aifle, was an 
Alabafter figure of a* Lady, without iafcripti- 
on or* arms, {aid to be- a Benefadtrds tQ the 
Churcb, by building the great Weft Window, 
and to the Town by the gift of fome of 
their commons,: ' Jt t* prbbabjc. the dcceafed 
was Matilda Mowbray, of wkom is extant 
this Charter. n 

* " Ego Matilda Mowbray pura virginitate 

* mea cum confenfu Avunculi mei Walter* 

* Cti8b*d do ^ m«*ie*4iberis ho minibus riifac 

* de Leominfter, totas illas quinque 'paftutaj* 
" jatientes et exiftenteg . inter. . LugfoordQ el; 
*Hurfwall wood/* • 



; ? 



$&» 
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fcfcaf to the imddle-of the church upon-* brals 
Lamina* in the midft of a flat monumental ftone 

is infcribed. r 
Hie jacet Alicia Rading quondam tutor Philipi 
Rading Quae obiit X die . menfis Augufti Anno 
Dni MCCCCLXXIIL 
Cujus animac , proprietor Deus. - Z 
Amen*. ...«.> 



On the north fide next the Prtoiy is an old 
raifed Monument, with a flat ftdAe on the top 
of it, whereupon th^re has been an elegant 
Infcription , but only onfc word legible, Deu$\ 
which certainly beft merited pnsfervation. 



. On a flat ftone of Alabafter is this Infcription. 
Hie ja£ent torpona Aadulfi Hackluy t etElizabeth* 
Uxoris fua, qui obierunt primo die Menfis 
Maii. ( Anno Domini MDXXVL 
And on the lame ftone is engraven by a later hand 

Hie jacet corpus Milonis Hackluyt Gen. 

Qui obiit 21 die -Junii Anno Dni, 162 u 



Upon another flat ftotiawith a bra& Tomina 
Hefe lkth th$ body df Cayenne 
• The wife oi John * Barneby Efij., 



* John de la Hay took, of W. Bam?by, Lord of talte in 



this 
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Daughter of Sir Tho. Caswall Kt. 
Who deceafed the 20 of September 
ArmoDiii 1633* 



Upontraifcd Monument in the fbuth fide of 

(he Chancel, is a flat (tone with this 

Infcription. 

Here lyeth the body of I(aac : f Seward Efq. 

Who deputed this life the 39th day of April 

1652. Aged 68 years* 

The Anns axe engraven inbrafs* viz. gules, a 

fefle argent, with Ermines between 

three Scallop (hells Or. 



Within a pew belonging to Eton lies interred, 
Wallop Brabazon, fecond Son of the Eari of 

Meath, who died Anno but has no mo. 

nument, other than his arms hanging up, gules, 
three Martlets Sable, on a bend Or. 



Upon 



this County. one parcel of detneipe land, rendering therefore 
aod. a year, and -one goofe fit for the Lord's dinner o» the 
feaftofSt. Michael. 

tThfe Seward had twentjr Children by one wife aad 
eight bj ^aoothflt. (Mi* Btount/ 
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Upon another flat ftone with a brafe fillet. 

Here lies the Body 
; of 

Elifc. the wife of Simon Seward Gent* 
Eldeft Daughter of Tho. Jay of JVfiddleton Gent. 
: Shedeceafed the firft dayofQ&ober 1.65 8. 



Upon a blue marble tablet fixed in the Chancel 
wall, is this Inscription. 

In rtiemoriam 

Elizabethan uxor: optl: char: Hefirici Studder 

JRe&oris Ecclefiae de Collingburh ducis in agK> 

Sarumet Briga.ux: filia Georgii Hunt ejus* 

dem ecclefiae ad annos quinquaginta 

Jte&orifc fiiii J. Hunt vive combufto 

Cui pro fide evangelic^ Adjudicatus 

Erat, morte Man* Reg: erepti. 

Johannis Tombes Hujus 

Ecciefiae Vicar Maerens 

JPofuit. 

Filia praeconis verbi, praeconis et uxor, 

Praecb avus et proavus, eui prope martyr erat; 
Hares ejufdem fidei et pietatis, Eliza 

Hie pofuit carnem, fpintus aftra tenet* 
Filia q\iae prirnum dein conjux optima, fummis 
t Jam fruitur Chrifti, conjuge, patre, Deo. 
Obiit. 
Anno Dni 163$ Dec. 15, 
uEtatis 20 Mens : 4. 

O & 
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In the Church. 

Depofitum mortale 

Annae uxoris Thomse Harris* 

Hujus Burgi Generofi 

Gbiit 1 8 die Aprilis 

Anno Dnr.1692 

JEtatis fuse 33. 



Here lyeth the body of 
Mary 
The Daughter of Francis Pember of Newport Efq 
iyho departed this lif$ 
24 July 1670. 



In the back Aifle on a neat MarBle 
Monument. 

IN MEMORY 

Of Thomas Price Efq. 

One of His Majefty's Juftices of the Peace 

For this County, 

Deputy Recorder and twice Bailiff, 

And for feveral years Town-Clerk 

Of the Borough. . > 
He had by his firft wife Sufanna, 
One of the Daughters 

And 



* It was this Gentleman who built the Inn, now called 
tif Unicorn Inn. 
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And Coheirs of Thomas PatefhaII r 

(Of Henor in this Parifli Gent.) 

One Son Thomas, who 

Died without ifiue: 

By his fecond wife Sufanna, 

One of the Daughters of 

John Whittington of this Borough Gent* 

He had two Daughters, 

Anne & Sufan, 

Anne married Francis Woodhoufe 

Of Aramftonie in this County Efq. 

Sufah died without iffue. 

He died the 24 day of Sept. 1 740 

Aged 71. | 

% Sufanna his laft wife died 
The 8 th of September 1751 
♦ Aged 76 



The following marble is on the left fide the above. 

In memory of 

Thomas Price Gent* 

Late Town Clerk of this Borough 

Only Son of Thomas Price Efq. 

By Sufanna his firft wife, 

One of the Daughters and .Coheirs 

Of Thomas Pateflial of Henor 

In this Parifli Gent. 

He married' Sarah the 

Daughter of Robert Cutler 

O 2 
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Of Street Efq. 

And died without iflue 

May 31 1727, 

Aged 3a. 



On a Marble Monument on the right fide 
of the above. 

In memory 
Of Anne the wife of Fran. Woodhoule 
Of Aramftone Efq. 
Who in teftimony of her virtue 
And in remembrance of their happy marriage 
' Hath fettled 
On the Poor of this Parifh foi; ever 
Five pounds, to be diftributed yearly 
On the 1 7th July, being the 
Day of their Nuptials. 
She died the 14 day of Nov. 1740 
Without ifliie 
Aged 40, 



On a large painted board. 

In memory 
Of Jonathan Twitty Sen, Gent. 
Who died Jan. 19 1741 aged 89 years* 

And 
Elizabeth Twitty Spinfter,. who 
Died Aug. 19. 1743. Aged 39 years. 

And 



And 
Catherine the wife of Jonathan 
Twitty Jun, Gent, who 
Died Q&. ii, 1345. Aged 43 Years, 



Cut in an ancient form and painted* 

M. s. 

Anna- 

Juxta humata* 

Filiae Thomae Powel 

De Penecerig: in com Radnor 

Gen: ex Maria fil: Hoeli 

Gwyn de Glanbraoe in agro 

Maridum Armig: ideoque prgscipuis 

Pe Cambria Silurum et in eo divetarum 

Familiis cqgnatione conjunct :. 

Pridem Gualteri WiUiams Gen. 

Dein Hugojiis Morgan Gen. 

Conjugis Amaatiffimae 

Variolarum malefic : maletud: deceflit • 

} • Domini 1719 
8vo die Odobris Anno v 

) jflStatis fua 53 

H. M. Maritus heu fupcrftes 

Uxori bene merenti 

Mserens pofuit; 

Oa 



I *» 1 

On a plain marble Monument. 

In memory of 

Thomas Harris .Gent. 

He died the 4th day of June 

1780 
In the 64 year of his age. 



A hajidfome Marble Monument. 

Near to this place 

Are interred the remains 

Of William Bach bent. 

Who departed this life March 17th. 

In the year of our Lord 

1760 

Aged 78. * 

And of Elizabeth his Wife 

Who died June the 8th 

In the year of our Lord 1718 

Aged20. 



Under a neat marble Urn. 

In memory 

Of Hannah the wife 

Of the Rev. Mr. Bach 

Who died September 14th 
1782. Aged 70 



Oa 
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On a neat marble Monument 

Near this place are 
Depofited the remains t 
Of-Wjlliam Bach Clerk. 
He died June 27. 1785. Aged 76. 



On a pedeflal under a neat black marble Urn 

Juxta 

Depofitae Yunt reliquiae 
Henri Vaughan A. M. 
Hujus ecclefiae Vicarii* 
Qui obiit 12 die Martii 

Domini MDCLXIL 
Anno 

JEtatb LXXV 



\ 



A fmall marble Monument, 

In memory of 

^he Rev. John Bourn A. M. 

Late of this town 

Who died 13. Sept. 1787 

Aged 72, 

And lies buried in this Church-yard. 



A Marble Monument, 

Patri optimo . 
Henrico Vaughan 



Viro 



Viro probo et in re medic! 

Perito, fegaci. 

Nato Julii 19 A. D. 1 7 14* 

t)cnato Junii 23 A. D. 1779* 

Pius filius hoc marmor 

Pofuit. 

■ Dine Fata afpeta Mortis 

Morborumque graves valuit mulcere dolores, 
Lu&antemque animam prafens leni arte moraru 



A (mall marble table againfl a pillan 

Mrs. Prudence Vaughan 
Who died 1773. 
fcnough that virtue filled the (pace betweett* 
Proved by the ends of being to have been. 



A marble Monument on the north walL 

Near this place 

Are interred with his Anceftors 

The remains of 

William * Toldervy 

Late 



, * By Will. TolderVy left 106 pounds to the Corpora- 
tion of Leominfter, to be lent out to young Tradef- 
men 25 pounds each* for three years without Intereft. 
He likewue left 20 pounds to the' Infirmary at Hereford. 



Late of the Hill ia this Parifli Efq. 

Who on the 12 Day of November 1789. 

With extreme tho* $ot uninterrupted >patienc* 

And fortitude refigned his v foul 

Into the hands of his Creator 

Trufting alone in the all fufficient 

Ever prevailing merits 

Sufferings and interpeffion of Jefus Chrift 

For eternal reft and happinefs. 



There is a vault in which is interred 

The body of Rich. Stephens Efq. of the Bromtrees. 



On a plain Marble Monument. 

• In caemeterio 
Sub auftrali hujus sedis parte 
Depofitse funt reliquiae: 

Annae Lodge. 
Fil. T. D. Colt Baronetti et J. Lodge Cler. 
"Uxoris leftiffxmse, chariffimae, optimoe. 
" Si aetas fi forma deflenda fit 
" Si corporis animique dotes, 
" Luftui nullus erit modus 
Puerperio deceffit 2 1 die Febraarii ' 1785 
" Annum iEtatis agens 22dum 
Relifto filiolo Johanne 
" Puero tarn jucundo tarn venufto, 
" Tarn feliccindole praedito, 

P «Ut 



" Ut nihil fupm 

u Sed heu ! eneptus fuit tencra artate 

" Nempe 22do die Martii 1789 

" Et eodem tumulo 

"Quo mater faafepultajacet: 

r< Abi Le&or et tecum reputa 

" Quam vanae (pes fint, quam fluxa 

" Hominum gaudia 



Anna filia fola Johis Tomkins Gen. 
Defuncti — et uxor olim Johis Whittington Gen. 
Hie refurreftionem expeftat 
Quam fide firma fperavit, 
Tertio die Februarii 
• JEtatisfuae quinquagefimo o&avo 
Annoque Domini MDCCVL 
Nobis certa fides aetemae in faecula laudis 
Perpetui Temper, mortalis, fis memor oevi. 

4 RMS. Argent \ on the -dexter fide a chevron fa- 
ble three mullets proper 2 and 1 , on the 
fimfter a fejfe checquee 



Ann the wife of Edw. Bangham Elq. 
Pied 21 Sept. 1712. And Sarah his 
Daughter who died Aug. 18. 17 14^ 
Ajnd Jane his Daughter, who died 
25 Oct : 1704. 



Depofitunt 
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Depofitun* mortale 
Vincentii Edwards 
Hujus Burgi Gen: 
Obiit 15 die Julii 
Anno Salutis, 1707, 
JEtatis fuse 64 



Infra reconditse funt reliquiae 

Elizabethan uxoris Will. Bach 

Hujus Burgi Generofi 

Obyt 8 die Junii 

1 71 8, -ZBtatis fuse 30 

Mcerefc conjux heu fuperftes* 

Sed fie voluit Deus. 



liere lie the bodies of ^ 

Thomas Vaughan *7 £ 5* 

Mary Vaughan 1740. 

If faith unfeigned and virtuous deeds could fave 
From death— %-they had efcaped the grave. 
What earthly was to earth did here defcend, 
Their fouls were fitted for a nobler end : 
Patient the fufPrings of this life they bore, 
In hopes of landing on another Ihore , 
Where r Death has no dominion — forrows cfcafe* 
Whqre gladnefe reigns and everhfting peace* 



P 2 The 
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* 

The remains of Thomas Beebeewho died 1786 

Aged 63 
Tho: Allen M. D. 17 12 53 



Edward i5angham.blq. M 


r. 1712 


S3 


Will. Bache 


17*3 


72 


John Wall 


1726 


65 


Elizabeth his wife 


1722 


27 


John Wall 


1760 


64 


Abigail Nelme 


1 7 19 


72 


Ifaac Seward Gent. 


1 718 


62 


Ifaac Sewyd his Son 


1771 


^84 


Mary his wife 


1789 


94 


Fran. Edw. Stead 


*747 


21 


Ann Stead 


1792 


70 


Danie^ Stead 


1771 


49 


Tho. Stead 


1785 


59 


Mary his wife 


i7 8 4 


61 


Tho. Jay . . 


l 7*$ 


67 


Ann his wife 


173P 


81 


Wm. Jay 


1748 


56 


Mary his wife » 


1786 


7 X 


*Ann Jay their Daughtei 


• *7 8 4 


39 


Tho. Toldervy ^ 


1718 


36 


Tho. Toldervy 


J ,7 6 4 


64 


Will. Toldervy 


1767 


75 


James Clarke Efq. 


*749 


55 


. Fran, his wife 


1746 


40 


Ja. Bowman Clarke 


1776 


37 


tm Benj. Thomas . . 


1769 


*f 






Sarah 



*She left by will ioo- poinds to the Infirmary aj' 
Hereford. 
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Sarah his wife * > 1 760 * 94 

Henly Fox Efq. 62 36 

John Ford Gent. 70 87 

Will. Gilley 68 50 

Befij. Dyke 27 87 

Eliz. his wife 29 88* 

Giles Wallwyn - - ■ . 35 6* 

Rich. Baker Surg. 49 73 

Edw. Woodhoufe. 89 51 

Watk. W. Davis" 93 35 

Mallet his wife 92 56 

Tho Brayeh $z . 63 
Eliz. wife of John Harris 

of the Townfend 27 n 91 

Wm. Seward . 74 78 

Abr. Seward 68 79 



Over the Chutch Porch, 

M. S. 

Thoma? Pateflul ,de Henor Gen. 

Obiit ille 20 dip Feb. 1 705. 

Ei infra humatus. — -<Etatis fuae 72, 



CHURCH-YARD. , 



Here lyeth the body of 
Jtihn Waliwin Gent. 



Who 
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, Who departed this life 
April 3 1784 aged 6&. 
Alfothe body of Catherine 
His wife, who departed this life 
March 9, 17 14. Aged 79. 
Tho 9 death did feparate them long, I hope in 
Chrift, They are in Heaven finging an Hallelujah 
Song. 



Here li'eth the body of John Groubb 

Who departed this life 30 Aug. 1667. 

Aged 66. 



Here lyeth the body of John Caswall 4 

Who died Nov. 4. 153 1. Aged 78. 

Alfo qf Ann his wife 

Who died March 18. 1740. Aged 72 years. 



In memory of John Stead 
Who died 27 Feb. 1710. Aged 17 years. 



The tomb of the Grand-father of the pre- 
fent celebrated Mrs. Siddons and Mr. Kemble, 
who was many years Manager of a Company of 
Comedians. r 

Here waiting for our Saviour's great affize, 

And 



[ i» ] 

And hopcing thro' his merits hence to rife 
la glorious mode, in this dark clofet lies 

John Wand Gent* 
Who died- Od. 30* 1773* 
Aged 65, 
Alfo, Sarah his wife, who died 
Jan. 30. 1786. Aged 75 years* / 



A Stone tomb with the Arms, 
A Lion rampaht. 

Here lieth the body of Mary 
Relid of George Pulley Efq. 
Barrifter at Law, late of Pretton 
In Shropfhire, who departed this life 
The 13th July, in the year 1759, 
Aged 88 years. 
And likewife Charles Pulley her Son, 
Who departed this life 21 May, 1745. 



In memory of Humphrey Ward 
Who died 17 Sept. 1757. Aged 52. 

Alfo John Green, 
Who died Jan , 29. 1793. Aged 68. 

-—Stop traveller 



I've paft and f epaft feas and diftant lands, 
Orn find no j-eft but in my Saviour's hands. 



On 
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0n a plain ftoric Tomb. 

In memory of 
" f Thomas Ward, 
Who died May 24. 1784, 
In the $$ year of his age.. 

To nature he was indebted for talents, 

Rarely equalled, 
In his application to improve them, 
Greatly fuccefeful; 
Nor was he more diftinguilhed for thofe qualities. 
That adorn, 
Than the virtue which elevates 
Human nature.* 
He was a fincere Chriftian, 
A tender and affectionate Hufband, 
Zealous and uniform in the fervice of 
His Friends; 
And anxiouily folicitous for the 
♦ General good. 



m-m 



John Dut ton Colt Efq. died April 19 i722kged8o 
Alfo Margaret his wife Oft. 28 30 81 
Sir John Dutton Colt Bar. Feb. 2 30 56 
Mrs Ann Colt Spinfter Nov. 23 35 
Mrs Mary Colt ditto Sept. 8 41 • ■ 



Johannis Symmons Gen. 
Qui artem fcriptoriam et Arithmeticam 



Per 
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Per multos annos oppido Leomihftri* 

Summa cum layde exerCuit. 

Obiit 6 die Dec. A. D. 1745. 



Mrs Joan Seward died 1767 aged 103 

Mrs Wheel ' 92 103 

Will. Vafton Efq. 72 86 

Tho. Vafton Efq. . 77 55 

Prudence his wife 68 29 

John Cafwall . 83 »6 

F. Cafwall 31 76 

Ann Cafwall his wife 41 72 

Mr. Sam. Small 61 86 

. Eliz. his wife 78 92 

E. Hayes . ' 92 80 

Arabella Hoper 68 76 

Jane Hoper 70 79 

Edw. Pernber 41 73 

Tho. Pitts 81 * 46 

Somerfet Knill 83 51 

Wm Lawton 90 68 

F Kinn^rfley 63 74 

Ja. Ravenhill 81 71 

T. Watcham 16 • 40 

JEliz* his wife 51 74 

Tho. Watcham 79 64 

Rich. Nicholdfon 25 <68 

Jof. Nicholdfon 64 63 

J. Nicholdfon 80 82 

Eli?. Nelme 88 62 
Q^ Gabriel 
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Gabriel Weaver i^t 70 

Fran. Hull , 9° 8l 

John Coates Gent.. 63 % 79 

John Greenly " 16 — 



BENEFACTIONS. 



1555. Sir Philip * Hobby gave the Free 
School, and 20 pounds per annum to maintain 
two Schoolmafters. 

1565. The Right Rev. John Scory Bifliop 
of Hereford, gave 200 pounds to the Bailiff 
and Capital Burgeffes, to lend as follows; 
one hundred pounds to two fufficient Clothiers 
50 pounds each, for 7 years gratis, to let the 
poor to work: The other 100 pounds to 20 
Artificers, a& in his Will are named, 5 pounds 
tQ eadh for four years gratis. , 

1605. Edward Munnox Gent, built the 
.Barley Market-Houfe. 
. 1 61 8. Sir Thomas Coningefby Knt. gave 
a filver bowl to the Church, a new Mace, and 
the; Chamberlain's Halbert. 

1636. 



* No lands~or endowments are recorded for. Sjr Philip' 
Hobby y s donation of 20 pounds to the Matters* He could 
not give the School, as it belonged to the Crown; it im- 
probable Sir Philip may have been the principal to obtain 
the Charter School anch endowments, and the 'Town- to 
eaprefs their gratitude might place tjhe Charity to him. 
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J636. Richard Gwyllym Gent, gave* to the 
Vicar 20s. for a ferm6n on Lady-Day, anjl 20s 
to the Poor, payable by Geo. Giles out of the 
Tenements in the poffeffion of Mr. Bubb, J. 
Adams, J: Bach, and Ann Williams. 

1605. John Heynes Gent, gave 6s. 8d. 
for a Sermon yearly on St. John's day, and 10s. 
to the Poor on Good-Friday, payable out of 
the plock, called ' Heyne's Plock, near the 
Swetnells. 

1636. Philip Powle Citizen and Merchant 
Taylor of London, gave 50 pounds, [ to be lent 
to 5 young Tradefmen, 10 pounds each for 3 
years gratis. He alfo gave 81 10s to be appli- 
ed* 20s. to 20 poor aged people' every Chrift- 
mas day, New year's day, Eafter day, Whit- 
funday, 5th of Nov. and 17th Nov. 6d. in 
bread, and 6d. in money, to the Vicar of 
the Parifti 6s 8d. likewife to the Reader 2s. 
to the Clerk and Beadle i2d. each, payable by 
the Occupiers of Lady Meadow, to the Chamr 
ber and Overfeers of the Poor* for ever, . 

1646. Fitz William Coningelby gave 18 
pounds towards confirming the Charter, and a' 
filver Mace. * 

Charles Turburville Gent, gave 20 pounds, 
the ufe thereof to be given to the Poor. 

1639. Rowland Powle Gent, gave to the 

Poor 4I. 1 6s. on Chriftmas day, Eafter day, 

Whitfunday, on each day il. 12s. payable by 

the Occupiers of the three Plocks to the 

Q 2 v Chamberlain 
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Chamberlain and OveHeers of the Poor for ever. 
1637. Melan&on Slowman gave to th& 
Vicar, for a Sermon, on the Sunday before St; 
Peter's day.ios. and* 10s. to the Poor on the 
fame day, payable ' for ever, out of the plOck 
dalled Slowman's Plock. 

1658, William Birch Gent, gaye 10 pounds 
for ever for the ufe of the Poor, to be given 
by the Overfeers, on the 30th Jan. and 29th 
May. 

Mrs Jane Wellington gave 10 groats. 3s. 4d. 
to 10 Widows on Afcenfion-Day, payable from 
a tenement in the South-ftreet. 

Richard Merrick gave 10 pounds, the inter- 
eft of it to be given to the Poor. 

Wallop Bmbason Efq. gave 5L the ufe to be 
given to the Poor. * 

1664. Rowland Stead, Citizen and Grocer 
in London, gave the four Communion flaggons. 

1664^ Mrs Eliz. Meyrick, Widow, gave 
40s. a year, for ever to the Poqjr, payable by 
the Occupiers of Sheet's Meadows in the Marlh. 

1692. Mr. Tho. Hardwick gave 20 (hil- 
lings to the Poor for ever, paid at Candlemas, 
from Difley Plock, near Cowry Meadow.* 

Mrs Jane Bangham Widow, gave 20s. to 10 
poor Widows, 2s. each, on the Saturday before 
Midlent Sunday for ever, payable from a 
houfc at Kenwater Bridge, in pofieffion ,of 
Eliz. Watcham. 

The Right Hon. Lord Conbgefby gave two 

new 
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new filver Maces ; and alfo for feveral ycais . 
paft gave 10 pounds each, year, to bind tw6 
Boys Apprentices. He. alio gave . one large fire 
Engine, aild iop pounds towards rebuilding the 
Church. 

Mr. Tho: Gitfins gave to 20 poor widows 
on St. Thomas's . Day, 12 pence each, payahle 
out of a little meadow in the lower Marfh. 

Sir.Georgie Cafwall Kt. of London, gave a 
Fire Engine. 

1717, Henry Browne gave 20 pounds to 
the Corporation, the Iptefeft to be diftributed 
yearly by the Chamberlain, to fix of the poor- 
eft and oldeft people in the Etnam-ftreet, and 
lower Marfh wards, on the 20th of March. 

1 721. Mrs Anne Ofborn widow, gave one 
filver flaggon. 

1725. Francis Woodhoufe Efq. gave and 
planted the Elm trees from the Vicarage to the 
Church. . 

1726. . Sir George Caswall gave a large Bi- 
ble for the Church. 

1729. Sam. Tyler Gent, gave 3 pounds 
yearly to 30 poor people of the eftabliflied 
Church on New- Year's Day, 12 pence each, 
and to 30 poor people of the Diflenting Meet- 
ing Houfes on St. Andrews Day 12 pence 
each, payable to the Overfeers from a piece of 
ground, called the Old Plock, fincean Hop-yard. 

1729. Thomas Price Gent, gave the Velvet 
Cufliion, and Cloth to the Pulpit. 

*753- 
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1733- Mrs Hefter Clarke gave one filver 
Salver to the Altar. 

1739. Giles Wallwyn Gent, gave to the 
Corporation 20 pounds, the ufe of it , to be 
paid yearly by the Overfeers to the Poor, ih 
the Church by equal portions, on the 24th 
June, and zyih December, 10 Shillings- each 
Day. 

1 741 Mrs Sufanna Price Widow, gave to 
the Altar a filver Patine. 

1740. Mrs Ann Woodhoufe gave to the. 
Poor yearly 5 pounds, by the Vicar and Over- 
feers to be diftributed on the 17th July, her 
marriage day, payable out of lands and tene^ 
ments, called Little Frome in the Parifh of 
Avenbury. 

17 — . The Right Hon. Lord Vifcount 
Bateman gave the large fire Engine, made by 
Hadley, with the leather Buckets &c. 

1789. William Toldervy Efq. gave to the 
Corporation 100 pounds, to be lent to 4 young 
Tradefmen, 25 pounds each for three years> 
without paying Intereft. 
. The Right Hon. Tho. Harley, pays yearly 
to poor Widows, 5s each from Whitebread 
Plock. 



The 
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The Baptift Meeting -Houfe; 

Or, (as the Members diftingwifti themfelves 
by the name of) 

The Congregation of Proteftant 

Diflenters of particular 

Baptifts, 



J^T does not appear, there were any profefled 
leparate Nonconfornrifts in this Borough, before 
the Rev. JohnTombes B. D. became Minifter 
of the Parifli Church of Leominfter; he is 
defcribed q& a very learned Man, a very popu- 
lar Preac^r, and a noted Difputant; he was 
a* great Advopate for adult Baptifm, which o- 
pinion occafioned him much perfecution and 
trouble, and obliged hifn to give up feveral Be- 
nefices he had at different times. See the 
-Account of his life in notes to the Minifers of 
Leominjier Church. When returned to Leo- 
minfter, fome years after he was driven away, 
and a fecond time became poflefled of the liv- 
ing, he was a Nonconformist and profefl: Baptift; 
tho' he ^always continued a Member of the 

. Church 
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Church of England. The large Congregation 
at the Church under his miniftry, were of three 
forts ; probably the major part Conformifts in 
heart ; another part Baptift Nonconformifts ; 
and another of Pedo Baptift Nonconformifts, or 
Prefbyterians and Independants ; when Mr. 
Tombes left this town.to go to Salifbury on the 
Reftoration 1660, he refigned the Miniftery, 

The Baptifts then divided themfelves from 
the Church and had three Minifters. Mr- 
* Will. Pardoe who refided in or near Ten- 
bury, and had for his Affiftant Mr. Rowland 
Stead, at whofe houfe in the Marlh, their 
meetings were held; they were at different times 
each committed to Hereford Goal, for the 
Nonconformifts of every defcription met with 
great difficulties and troubles till the Revolu- 
tion in 1668, and till then the meetings were 
continued in private houfes. The other Mi- 
nifter was Mr. Edward Price, who refided at 
Hereford, and preached fometimes there, and 
fometimes at Leominfter. Mr. Pardoe died at 
Worcefter 1692, Mr. Rowland Stead 1700, 
and Mr. W. Price 1702, and was buried at 
Leominfter. 

The Succeflbr to thefe three Minifter^ 
was Mr. Holder in the year 1702, who had 
been an affiftant about 10 years, he died in 

1729. 



* Mr. Pardoe publifhed in 1668 ; Ancient Cbriffia'- 
nity revived, and other tra&s. 
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1.729." .He was fucceeded by Mr. John Dul- 
ton, who Tcinovcd to Liveipoolin 1749. The' 
next Minister was Mr/ Rke.JEvans, who con- 
tinued three years in ;a -probationary way, 
and removed to Shrcwfhury^ in 1753. He; 
W#s fucceeded by. the prcfent Mirufter, Mr. 
Jofliu* * Thomas. 

In thq year 1,696* Mr. John Davis, a con-, 
fiderable Freeholder in Eardifland, gave the 
' Congregation,, a houfe back buildmgs, and. 
garden in the Etnam ftreet, it was fitted lip- 
for public worftiip, and the , fouthcrn part of 
the garden allotted for a burial ground, and is 
fo continued to this day. Many Perfons of 
property belonged, to this congregation at that 
time, viz. Mr. Kinnerfley of the Linch, Mr** 
Davis of Wintercott, Mr. Ifaac Marlow of 
Dilwyn, Mr. John Edwards of Newton. James 
Caswall Efq. who was Bailiff iji the year 1698, 
1708, 9 and, io. ^ He attended both the 
Church and Meeting with the ufual formali- 
ties ; his Son, Sir George Caswall, was Lord 
Mayor of London. --• - .- 

Mrs Mary Marlow, who . devoted a long 
life to Piety and ads of Charity, having' pur- 
chafed two fmall tenements a,nd a garden ad- 
joining, or next to the meeting on the weft 
fide , fhe at her own expence alone, .undertook 
to build the prefent commodious and elegant 
R Meeting-Houfe. 

. * Mr. Jofhua Thomas, Author of various Works. 
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Meeting-Houfe* It is neatly pewtd, and has 
two Galleries, a Baptiftery, and two Veflxics. 
She alfo built a houfe for the Minifter on the 
one fide, and on the other, two (mall dwellings 
for poor widows, or other proper perfons be- 
longing to the Congregation. The burial 
ground, and all the Premifes the enlarged, and 
enclofed by aftrong wall and palifades. This 
great undertaking (he had the fatisfadion to 
lee compleated in the year 1771, and to per- 
fed the Whole, flie endowed it with her pa* 
ternal eftate. 

The new meeting was opened by the Rev. 
Dr. Afh, of Evefham, Dr. Caleb Evans of 
Briftol, Mr. Francis and Mr. Turner* 
. The old Meeting-Houfe is now converted 
into two Dwellings. 



BENEFACTIONS. 



- Mrs Marlow by her Will, deviled to inftru<5t- 
ing poor Children in this town and neighbour- 
hood, 2L 6s. 8d. annually, to be paid by the 
Minifter and Deacons of the Baptifts, as long 
as the laid Congregation (hall exift or conti- 
nue, otherwife to the Vicar, Churchwardens, 
and Overfeers, for the time being, of the Bo- 
rough , Alio, the fum of 13s. iod. to the 
Poqj; of the Borough, to be diftributed by 
' • the 
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the Churchwardens and Overfeers of the Poor 
of the Borough ; 13s. lod. to the Poor of 
the OutJParifh, by the Overfeer, and 13s. iod 
to the Poor of the Baptift Congregation, to 
be diftributed by the Minifter and Deacon 
of the Meeting, with like donations to Dilwyn, 
Eaidifland, and many other Parifhes in England 
and Wales. The principal money is placed in 
the Reduced 3 per Cent Stock. 

Tho' this Edifice be a fufficient Monument 
to the Founder, fome further account of (b 
good a woman, may be acceptable to many. 
Mrs Mary Mariow,' the Daughter of Mr. I&ac 
Madow, who had been a Jeweller in London, 
retired from bufinefs, and purchafed a final] 
eftate at Solers Dilwyn, where he and his Fa- 
mily, a wife, two fons, and two daughters 
refided, but his daughter Mary was the laft 
Survivor of the family, and continued to re- 
fide on the eftate. In the early part of her 
life, fhe was diftinguilhed for her charitable 
and religious difpofition; (he found her income 
too confined for her benevolent difpofition : 
in various inftances (he has been found to 
abridge her own necefiary expences, the better 
to enable her to relieve (bme ebjeft in difhefs j 
Need it be (aid, that fuch a character was 
highly efteemed and refpe&ed. ? 

In the year 1765, her relation Jerem. Mariow 

Efq. who refided near London, (hewed his 

great regard for her, by leaving her 25000 

R 2 , pounds 
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pounds in the Funds, with all his other va- 
luables. . She then came to Leominfter, 
refided in the Townfend houfe, and lived 
there in the moft htofpitable manner, yet not 
buffering profufion or luxury at her table. . . Her 
houfe was always open to the Stranger and 
Religious ; nor was (he confined only to thofe 
of the religion (he profefied. The poor and 
diftrefled met with a kind reception, and never 
went empty away If her unfufpicious mind 
was fometimes impofed upon by the Artful and 
Defigning, blame her not, her generous heart 
always intended to do good. The friendly a1> 
tention apd regard (he uniformly (hew^ed to all 
ranks t>{ people, fufficiently proclaimed her li- 
beral turn of mind — to fimple diet, and. the 
pleafing reflexion of a well fpent life, ,may 
probably be attributed, the coolant good % health 
and cheerful difpofition (he enjoyed to her laft 
minutes. She expired without pain or ficknefs, 
after expreffing her gratitude for a good Night's 
reft, Dec. 9th 1778, in the year of her 
nge. She was inferred in the burial ground of 
thp congregation. 



' Prelbyteriaa 
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Prefbyterian Meeting-Houfe. 



HP 

JL HE Prefbyterian Difienters firft formed 
themfelves into a Congregation, under Mt* 
Wm. * Woodward an eje&ed Minifter, from 
Richard's Cattle near Ludlow, much relpefted 
by Sir Edward Harley/and E. Lyttleton Elq. 
of the Moor, to whom he dedicated a iermoa 
or two. He was a Tutor at Oxford, and edu- 
cated Mr. Flavel at Dartmouth ; after his 
eje&ment, he travelled to Turky, vifiting A- 
leppo and Smyrna. Jrle at laft fettled at 
Leominfter, where he was Paftor of a confi- 
derable Congregation. 

During the troublefome times for Noncon- 
formijfts, they met in private houfes, till the 
aft of Toleration came out, about the year 
1687. Then Mr, Woodward and friends 
fitted up a place for that purpofe in the 
Etnam ftreet {where Mr, John Coleman now- 
refides) and the Congregation continued to* 
meet, till the Meeting-Houfe in the Burgefe 
ftreet was compleated in J719. It was licenced 
by $t. Stephens Efq. Tho. Price, Mich. 
Stephens, Caleb Powel and Ilaac Tomkins, the 

Bailiff 



* See Palmer's Nonconformift's Memorial — Wooduard 
published * feveral Sermons, 
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Bailiff and Juftices for this Borougji at the 
Quarter Seffions, held on Monday the 14th 
day of March 17199 at the inftance and re- 
queft of Benj. Smallford Gent. 

Minifters of this Meeting. 

Mr. William Woodward who died 1691. 

Mr. Hayley who died 1720. 

Mr. Benj. Lewis who died 1766. 

Mr.~ William Maurice 

Mr. Benj. Reefe 

Mr. Wm. Uewdlin, <f- the prefent Minifter. 

Caleb Powel Efq. was a member of this 
Meeting, he, as well as Mr- Smallford, was 
Bailiff of this Borough. In the morning the 
Bailiff attended the Church, and in the after- 
noon went with the Maces and Attendants to 
the Meeting. 

The 



t Mr. W. Lkwelfin. Author of the Tteatife on the 
Sabbath, on the Form of God, on Baptifm, Verfioa 
of the Platans &c. 
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1 I 

The Chapel of the Unitas Fra« 

trum, commonly called 
Moravians. 



J[ HIS congregation in. Leominfter firft 
began in 1748 by Mr. John Cenick preaching 
feveral times, when he came here on his road 
to Ireland, accompanied by Meffrs. Parminfter 
and Brown, all Minifters of the Unitas Fratrum. 
He came again the fame year, with the Rev. 
Mr. Davies, and formed a little Society, which 
ufed to affemble in the Marih. In the year 
1750, Mr. Cenick paid a third vifit to Leo* 
minfter, and found this little Society defirous 
of having a Minifter of that Church amongft 
them. The Rev. Mr. Thorn was fent to them, 
who continued till the year 1755, he was 
fucceeded by the Rev. Mr. Pugh. 

In 1759, Bp. Johannes de Wattewille dune 
hither on a vifitation from Germany, and 
formed this Society into a regular Congrega- 
tion, on the 9th day of September, and the 
Rev. Mr. Rice was appointed Minifter. 

A piece of ground at the upper end of the 
South ftreet was purchafed, on which a chapel 
was built, with a houfe for the Minifter ad- 
joining, under the infpe&ion of Mr. Rice. 

The 



The cliapel. was opeped in Jan. 1761. by 
Kfhop Gambold. It is a neat plain building, 
in which is a fmall Organ. ' It is not pewed, 
but provided with two rows of Benches. 

Behind the Chapel is a burial ground, and 
the graves made regular and uniform. It is 
cuftomary with the Unitas Fratrum, to change 
their Minifters every 4 or 5 years. 

Minifters firice Mr. Rice. 

.- Hie Rev. Mr. Nyberg a Swede, fince made 
a Dean. . 

. The Rev. Mr. Rogers. 
. The: Rev. Mr. Tyms. Mr. Collis, Mr. 
Tettrington. 

: The Rev. Mr. Home. 
- The Rev. Mr. Wilfon, the prefent Minifter. 
; The Rev.. Mr. Jones is an Affiftant Minifter, 
and always refides in Leominfter. 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ 'i 

Near to the Chapel is a houfe, where feveral Females of 
this perfuafion refide, who carry on a fmall manufa&o- 
ry of making Gloves, working in embroidery, tambour &c. 



The 
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The Meetii7g-Hou(e of the 

People called Qjiakers. 



T 



H E firft religious Meeting of the peo- 
ple called ^Quakers in this town, was on the 
27th of May 1656, at the -houfe of Henry- 
Bedford, and the preaching for want of room 
was in an adjoining field) they met with op* 
pofition from Tombes, the Minifter of the 
Church and the Magiftrates. Their firft 
Monthly and Quarterly meetings were ih $A 
year 1658. By Beffe's . colle&ion it appeirs* 
that this people fuflfered much, as well as oth& 
Diflenters, from the eftablifhed Church, in tho 
times of the Long Parliament, and continued 
till the Aft of Toleration, in 16^9, # for- theif 
lingular tenets ; they were frequently per- 
fecuted, fined and imprifoned, for Hot fweaung, 
not taking off their hats, and for not paying 
tithes ; as well as for preaching, or fufFering 
preaching in their houfes. Charles Barnet, a 
Baker in this town 1670, wa* fined 20 pounds* 
for prpaching, and afterwards 40 .pounds fat 



offending a fecond time in the feme manner. 



Tha 



~* The name of Quaker was given in derifion, in 
the year 1650. 
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L c 
The ground on" which this Houfe and burial 

ground (lands, was purchafed in 1660$ but 

it does not appear the prefent houfe- was built 

ot made ufe of, till the year 1689, the joyful 

year df Liberty of Conscience; and then it 

was, that this Meeting-Houfe was licenced at 

the Quarter-Seflfrns in this .Town. 



The JLM's-HOUSE. 



.'JL HIS AlmVHoufe was built and 
endowed, by the Will of Mrs. Hefter 
Clarke, Widow. 

There are two' Inscriptions over the Door. 



.Anno Domini. 

This Hofpital was erefted 
By Hefter Clarke, Widow, and endowed 
AC her death, with 20 pounds per annum, 
Forfbur decayed Widows, each to have five pounds ' 
Per. annum, 50 (hillings every 6 months, 
Paid them, -by the Truftee*. 

The 
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The following with a whimfical effigy 
of a man holding an axe in his hand, 
has atfta£fed thef*notice of ftrangers, and 
has occafioned them to relate many 
erroneous Tales. 

He that gives awfy all* 
Before he is dead, 
May take up this Hatchet 
And knock him on the head. 

This Charity with a donation of 26 (hillings 
per annum, for bread to the Baptift Meeting, 
is fecured on landed property. 



S 2 Members 
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Members of Parliament 

for Leominster. 



This Borough fjjmt Members, 23* Edward I, 
who are elected by the Bailiff, Capital Bur* 
gefles, and Inhabitants paying Scot swd Lot, in 
number rjear five hundred. The returning 

Officer is the Bailiff, who has a calling vote, 
AHvPetums frdm f Edward iy T . to the 33 Hen, 



Anno Marise I. 1553, 
* Wijl. Strectoj John Polio .Gent, 

J S54- 
Lewis Jones. John Evans. 

Philip and Mary, 1554,. 
Nich. Pepden, Tho. Wilkes. 

James Waraecombe Efq. Tho. Kerry, 



l 5$1 



* A pcrfon of great Intereft (at firft againft Queen JMary) 
1>ut foon after coinciding with the meafures of government, 
was brought in for Xhis Borough ; he <Jie4 foon */ttt, 
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Alban Byrche. Rich. ^Hackluyt. 

Elizabeth, 1 558- — 9 . 
Tho. Hackluyt. Tho. Coningefby Efq. . 

*5 6 3- 
Tho. Dallowe. John Morgan Efq. 

I 57 I - 
Edward Crofte. Nicli, Depden Efq. 

*57 2 - 
Nich. Depden/ *Fabian Phillips Efq, 



15*5- 



<f Edward 



t This Hackluyt was Lord of Yatton near Aymftry and 
Eton nearLeominfter, and of a very ancient defcent; he was 
a great traveller and published fundry* voyages ^ in 
particular one, which I have feen in a large collection 
at the Parfonage Houfe at Brom field beyond Ludlow, , 
which formerly -belonged to the famous Lord Herbert of 
Gffirbury. Viz. Hackluyt's Voyage to Virginia ; as he 
was a man of great note, and at the fame time a great 
tncourager of Voyages &c. his name has of confequence 
been much diftinguifhed in the page of Hiiloiy during 
that period. The family is now totally extindt, and what 
wonder if mfrft of the ancient families in this country 
be«anmhilated, fince out of 270 in the whole nation, 
only 8 remain. 

. * When the Duke of Buckingham made Sale of the 
manor of Leominfter, parcel wile, the moft, confiderable t 
part of the Parifh of Middleton was purcbafed by Fabian ; 
Phillips this Gentleman's Son. 
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f Edward Croft. Tho. ||Wigmore. 

Elizabeth, 1586 
Edward Crofte. . Tho. Wigmore. 

1588. 
Tho. Shoter. Humph. Wale Gent. 

1592- 



f The family of Croft is of great antiquity, The ve- 
ry name fpeaks itfelf Saxon. Sir Bernard & Croft lived 
in the reign of Edward the Cpnfeflbr, about the year 
1000, if not before, and Sir Jafper 4 Croft in the time 
of William the Conqueror, by whom it is probable 
that his eftate was given to Wto. de $ cochin for ad- 
hering to Harold, and after redeemed by fine or other- 
wife reftored. Since Which time the family continued 
in!a fucceffiqn of Knights — but is lately extinct The 
ancient and venerable feat of the family is Croft caftle 
about 7 mfles hence, now belonging to Mrs. Johnnes, 
the country is finely wooded. On the top of the park 
is a Britifh camp, now called Croft Ambrey, a place " 
remarkable lor it's beautiful fituation and fine profpecl. 

{| This ancient family took it*s name from the town 
of Wigmore, and the family feat was at Xu&on. Their 
Pedigree fays, Richard de Wigmore married the daughter 
of Sir Tafper Croft foon alter the ponqueft, whofe 
Defendants having married into the families of Pedwar- > 
din, Lumley, Aylesford, Delamere, Lingain, Throcmor- 
ton, Cornwall, Whitney and other worthy families, Robert. . 
Wigmore in the year 1670, was the 22nd defcent. ? 

Perhaps my friendly reader may fmile at .the follow* - 
ing old Story, concerning the Wigmore family. ■> 

At their feat at Luftbn Houfe, a great Oaken Poft wa.s 
fet up at the out gate, time almoft immemorial, and 
they had it by tradition that a workman fhould fay, it - 
would ftand there as lane as the Wigmbres were owners " 
of Lufton; die Poft fell the beginning of Auguft 1670, 
and within a few days after Wm, Hopper took pof- 
ftfiion of Lu&on. upon a forfeited Mortgage, and the 
Wigmore family was deprived of it 
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1592 

Sir IjJran *Ycre Kt. Rich. Coningby.. 

x 597- 
Tho. ^Cromwell. John CasweU. 

1601. 
Tho. Coningby. John Warnecomb. , 

James 1. 1603. 
Ralph Coningfby Kt. Will. Beepher. 

1620. 
Fran. -fSmallman Efq. Will. Beecher. 

1623. - 
Will. Beecher Kt. James ||Tomkins Efq. 

Charles 1: 1625. 
James Tomkins. Ed Littleton 

- Returned again the fame year. 

1628. 



. * The portrait of this Gentleman and that of his 
Brother are in the grand collection at Wilbeck: how 
great and illuftrious his actions were, may be feen * 
passim in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. He returned 
from the Sacking of Cadiz, with an immenfe property. 
Anno 1596, during which time he was reprefentative ia 
Parliament for this Borough. 

J Tho.. Cromwell's Grandfather was the famous Lord 
Cromwell, who from being but a BlackfmitU's foiv at 
Putney, became Earl of Eflex &c. 

f This Smallman was of the ancient family of the 
Smallman's, Lord's of Kinarfley f 

J| This Tomkins yns Lord of Weobty. We find 
him anxioufly engaged in means to* fcrve his royal and 

unfortunate 
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1628. 

Ja. Tomlins Efq. ' Tho. Littleton Efq.. 

1646. 
♦Sampfon Etrre Efq. ; f Walter KirlcEtq. 
John Birch Efq. 



John Birch Efq. 



*• John Birch Efq. 



1654. * 



1656. 



1658 — 9. 
Edwafd Freeman Efq. John {Birch Efq. 

Charles II. 1660. 
Edward Pitt Efq. John Birch Efq. 

1661. 
Rich. Grimes. Hugh Cornwall, 



1678. 
John Dutton ||Colt. James Pitts. 



1681. 



unfortunate Mafter Charles the ift. and his Brother was • 
one of the principal perfons, againft whom Pym brought 
Articles of impeachment for a confpiracy. 

* He was Governor of Hurft Caftle, and appointed 
to , that command by the Officers of the Army, to feize 
upon the^Perfbn of the King, who was then at Carif- 
brooke caftle, and take him to Hurft Caftle. 

f He was Brother to Sir John Kirle. 
J John Birch, Vid Page 43. 

|| This John Dutton Colt haviug frequently delivered 
his fentimcnts in favour of a Proteftant fucceflion ; two 

inhabitants 
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1681. 

John Dutton Colt. Tho. Coningfby, 

James IL 1685. 
Tho. Coningfby. Jtob. Cornwall. 

1688, 
John Dutton Colt. Tho. Coningfby. 

William and Mary 1690; 

T Tho* 



inhabitants of Leominfter, cither attached to the Duke of 
York's intereft, or as fome fay, bribed to the action, laid 
an information againft the faid John Dutton Colt, fwearing. 
that he flood at a place in Leominfter, called the Butte*- 
Crofs, and ftriking his Cane againft one of the Pillars of the 
building, "called the Duke of York a Papist, and 

SWORE HE WOULD LOSE EVERT DROP OF BI,OOD, BEFQRJC 

a Popish Prince should sit on the th4on* e>* 
this Kingdom." Whereupon Officers were immediately 
difpatched to Leominfter to apprehend the (aid John 
Dutton Colt: but availing himfeif of -a place of conceal- 
ment in one of his Bed-chambers, which is to be feen 
at this dav, he eluded, for r Long time, the ftri&eft 
inquiry of his purfuers j tho* they well knew he was 
fomewhere in the Tioufe, haying received intelligence tlfct 
he was frequently feen walking, early in the morning, 
as well as late at night, in the Garden. At length bar- 
raffed and fatigued by the vigilance of his Enemies,, he 
furrendered himfelf, trufting to the fcverity of the then 
reigning powers, rather than wear out hit life in 
the gloom of folitude, made ftill more difmal by 
perpetual apprehenfions and terror. He was afterwards 
fined 100,000 pounds, and imprifoned in the KingV 
Bench till it fhould be paid. What part of the fine 
he paid is uncertain; but be continued about 10 years 
in the King's-Bench, till he was fet at liberty by King 
William the III. at the time of the Revolution. WhiUt 
he was Prifoner in the King's-Bench, he wa»- twice re- 
turned Member for Leominfter, once in the reign of 
Charles II. and once in that of his Brother Tataes II» 

Fid. UJp's $kt<ku&c. 
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Tho. Coningfby. John Dutton Colt. 

1692 — 3. 
Rt. Hon Tho. Lord Coningfby. J. D. Colt. 

1695. 
Tho. Lord Coningfby. John t>. Colt. 

1698. 
Tho. Lord Coningfby. Edward Harley. 

1701. 
Tho. Lord Coningfby. EcL Harley. 

Anne, 1702 
Tho, Lord Coningfby. Edw. Harley. 

Tho. Lord Coningfby. Ed. Harley. " -• 

Since' the Union. 

1 ft. Parliament, 1707* 
Tho. Lord Coningfby. Ed. Harley. 

2nd. Parliament, 1708. 
Tho. Lord Coningfby. Ed. Harley. 

\ 3rd. Parliament, 1710. 
•*£eiwa|d Bingham. Edw. Harley. 



.: . * pf the, Family of the. Banghams of Stockton. 
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4th Parliament, 1713. 
Henry Gorges. §Edw. Harley. 

5th Parliament, 171 5. 
Tho. Lord Coningfby. f Sir George, Caswall Kt. 
Sir || George Caswall Kt, William Bateman. 

6th Parliament, 1722. 
Sir George Caswall. Sir Archer Croft Bt.. 

7th Parliament, 1727. 
Sir George Caswall Kt. Will. Viscount Bateman. 

8th Parliament, 1734. 
Sir Geoige Caswall Kt. *Rob. Harley. 

9th Parliament, 1741. 
JJohn Caswall. Capel Hanbury. 

Rob. Haxley Efq. 

1 oth Parliament, 1747. 
Sir Rob. Cornwall Bt. James Peachey. 

T 2 nth 



§ This Edw. Harley was the Auditor, he was father 
to Edward Earl of Oxford and Grand-father To The 
Right Hon. Thomas Harley. This Auditor Harley was. 
Brother to Robert Harley the great Statefman, &c. 
t Not duly efe&ed. Re-eleeftd. 

|| Expelled . the . Houfe and fent to the Tower, lor 
being concerned in the South-Sea fcheme. 

* This Rob. Harley was Son of the Auditor Harley, 
Brother to Edward Earl of Oxford, who was father to the 
late Earl of Oxford, to Bifhop Harley, and to the Right 
Hon. Tho. Harley, the prefent worthy Member for the 
County of Hereford. 

t Died. 
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irth Parliament, 1754. 
♦Sir Charles Hanbury Williams* Rich, Gorges 
Efq. . Chafe Price, 

1 2th Parliament, 1761. 
Jennifon Shafto. ^Chace Price- 
— WUlis Efq. 

13th Parliament, 1768. 
Lord Vifcout Bateman. JRich. Hill. 
Fred. Cornwall. 

15th Parliament, 1781. 
Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Bateman. 
R. P. Knight. Efq. 

1 6th Parliament, 1784, 
John Hunter. Penn A&ton Curzon Efqrs,. 

17th Parliament, 1790. 
John Hunter, || John Sawyer. 

Rich. Beckford Efq. 

T HE 



♦Died t he was Embaflador at the, Court of Petersber g. 

f Vacated his Seat J Died 

|| Rich. Beckford Efq. petitioned againft John Sawyer 
Efq, and obtained his Seat in Parliament 
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THE 

Vicinity of LEOMINSTER, 

Comprehending a fhort Account of the 
Oi^t-Parifh and the *Halimots 9 formerly 
appertaining to the Priory* 



About two miles north by Weft from 
Leominfter, is the Village of 

LUST ON. 

. JL HIS townfhip is in the Parifli of Eye, the 
greateft part of it within the ancient Halimot 
of Leominfter, and contained the Manor Place 
called the %Bury, belonging to the Prioxy. 

In Edward the thirds time, Herewardus de 
Aula, was (if not Lord) at leaft a perfon of 
fome account here, as appears by an old Deed, 

and 



* Halimty Blount lays, under the word Halimotc cr 
Realgemote (from the Saxon Heal-gemot, Aula Conventus) 
is what we now call a Court Baron, and fignifies the 
meetings of the Tenants of one Hail or Manor. The 
name is ftill retained at Lufton in Herefordfhire. 

X Bury, from the Saxon word Bur, i. e. Habitatio, 
the Manfion Houfe, Court Houfe. or Chief Farm ; in 
Herefordfhire befides, there are the Buiys of Stoc^a, 
Hope, Iviatpn, &c- 



and the Prior of Leominfter had three Cam- 
cates of land within this town. 

Extraft from a Copy of an old Roll 
Of the extent of the Manors belonging to 

Lemfter Priory Anno i. Ed. III. 

In Tuflenhull field are 150 Acres. "In 
Brefhull field are 140 Acres. In Wondefbach 
field are 125 Acres. In Fleta are 12 Acres 
of meadow, and they carry off 24 load, worth 
16 pence a load, the whole, one pound twelve 
(hillings ; and the Cuftomarys are to mow 
the laid meadow, and every yard land to carry 
two load to the Court of Lujlon, befides other 
works. In Calowcroft are two Acres, and they 
may cany off two load of Hay, each load 
one (hilling and fixpence, the whole, three 
(hillings. In the More are i$ Acres of Pafture, 
which may maintain 40 Cows and Calves. In 
the Pafture called Oxelefue, are 8 Acres of 
Pafture which may maintain 13 Oxien. The 
Dove Houfe eighteen pence. The Overfeer 
gives ten Hens and 100 Eggs. The Reaper 
gives 25 Hens and 106 Eggs. The Forefter 
of Yarpole 50 Hens and 300 Eggs. The 
Daya 100 Eggs. The Miller of Crowford 50 
Eggs. The Cuftomary . Tenants give 50 Geefe, 
if they are married, &c. 

There was formerly a Park, called the Park 
of Over' in Lujlon, in this Halimot, appertain- 
ing to the Priory, as appears by fundry deeds. 

Annp 
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Anno 9 Hen. 4. J: Tuffhida 6? Wm. Belle of 
the manor of Leominfter granted to Wm. Segat 
the pafture in the Park of Over> with the wood 
for his life paying yearly to the Exchequer of 
Leominfter, by the Pindar of Lufton Manor, 
6s. 8d. at the ufual terms of the Manor; and 
he is to preferve the faid Park in quiet and 
free from difturbance, and to be anfwerable to 
the faid Keeps for the Tac and Poundlac under 
penalty of being fined at the will of the faid 
Keeps, and if he by any colour make any 
deftruftion to his own profit, which (hall be 
found by his neighbours, to the value of one 
farthing, he fliall fatisfy to the Lord *£d. 
and to clofe and impale the faid Park at his 
own charge, with the underwood of the fame, 
to be delivered him by the Subdean, and to 
have the boughs of the trees freely given, and 
wood for the fences by the appointment of the 
Subdean, and if he be deficient in his rent 2 
weeks, they may enter &c. 

Queen Elizabeth granted the Manor of Luflon, 
late part of the poffpflions of the Cell of Leo- 
minfter, and all mefTuages, lands, royalties in 
Lufton, Eyton, and Lemfter Marfli, and ia 
Yarpole, Bircher, Kingfland, Elton and Afton, 
belonging to the faid Manor, to Sir James Croft 
anceftor-to *Sir Herbert Croft for life, and 

after 



* This Sir Herbert Croft on his leaving this Country 

retired 
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after to Edward Croft Efq. and the Hfcirs 
male of his body. It now appertains to Mrs 
Johnnes, and the Bury Houfe to the Rev. 
J. Wall of Kington- 

The inhabitants keep their feaft of Dedica* 
tion on the Sunday next after St. Peter ad 
Vincula, but I find no tradition of any Chapel, 
which has been there. 

About half a mile to the North Eaft in the 
midft of excellent Pafture ground, are the Church 
and Manfion Houfe of 

EYE, 

Which word in Saxon fignifies a watery 
place, and fb is this, at leaft in winter. 

About 



retired into Flanders, where he died, and was buried un- 
der a fair menument in the Benedi&ines Church at 
Douay, with -this Epitaph, which, as it is fcarce, it may 
not be improper to infert. 

Hie jacet 
Corpus Herberti Croft . Equitis 
Angli de Com r Hereford 
Viri prudentis, fortisy nobilis, 
Patriae libertatis amantiflin.i, ♦ 
Qui in hoc monafterio 
In paupere cella tanquam monachus, 
f Multos per annos devote vixit, 

Et pi j efflavit 
Secutus exemplum Primogenitoris fui 
Dm Bernardi Croft 
Qui ante fexcentos annos, 
Reli&a militari gloria, 
Monachus in Benedi&ino caenobio defun&us eft, 
Obiit xorno die Aprilis 1622. 
Requiefcat in pace. 
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About tlie time of Henry III. This M!aft<5* 
belonged to the Abbot of Reading, and under 
him the mean Lord was tValter de £ye 9 and 
fo it continued till Henry the fixth's time, 
When John Blount defcended of {he family of 
Kinlet, pofleffed this place, *by marrying the 
Daughter and Heir of Walter de Eye, Which 
> timily of the Blounts continued here five or 
fix generations in good repute; yet holding 
fome of the lands on th£ Eaft fide of the 
brook, by fuit and fervice to the Cornwtills of 
Berington Court at Ajhton ; Walter Blount 
mortgaged this eftate to one Holmes a Merchant; 
afterwards it was fold to DqfhjUld, a fervant 
of the Lord Keeper of Coventry, who dying 
without iffue, left - it to his Kinfman Norris, 
and he dying in debt, his Executors fold it to 
Ferdinando Gorges Efq. from which family it 
ktely came into the pofleflion of The Right 
Hon. Thomas Harjey, by purchafe. 

The Church is {aid to be the Mother Church 
of Orleton, and the Reftor here had anciently 
a, portion of two (hillings yearly from the 
Church of Croft. Thi9 Parifh belonged very 
early to the Priory of Leominfter , Heya is 
reckoned up among the Parifhes annexed to it, 
Anno 1 1 24, when Bi(h6p Richard confirmed 
the faid Parifhes and Churches, to the Abbey 
of Reading : It contains the townfhips of Be- 
rington, Farlow, Afliton, Lufton and Moreton* 
of which two, viz. AQiton and Moretgn be- 
V 



E *s$ ] 

long to the Manor of Berington; which Ma T 
nor. appertained till lately to the Cornwalls, 
now to the Right Hon. Thomas Harley, 
Reprefentative in Parliament for the County 
of Hereford, whofe beautiful feat at Berington - 
of modern conftruftion, is on the afcent about 
half a mile from -Eye. 

Proceeding from thence acrofs the Canat 
thro* a well cultivated Country, at the diftance' 
of about a mile and hal£ we arrive at 

STOCKTON. 

This town is within the Parifli of Kymal- 
ton, and here one of the four Halimots is 
ftill kept, belonging to the great Manor of. 
Leominfter. 

State of the Manor, Anno i. Edward III. 

In Whitebroc field are 155 Acres, and 
fhould be fowed with 25 horfe loads of Corn 
(except the Rede) and of Oats 30 horfe loads 
and 6 Bufhels. In the field of Conemers and • 
in Alvedon are 192 Acres and 2 Selions, and 
fhould be fowed with 27 horfe loads of Corn 
(except the Rede) and 32 horfe loads and 6 
Bufhels of Oats. 

In the. field of Red- wcye and in Stalling, 
are 208 Acres 'Shd an half, and fhould be 
fowed with 28 horse loads (except the Rede) 
which is 32 Acres, and fhould be fowed 
with five hojfe loads and 3 Bufhels of Corn, 

and 
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and with Oats 32 horle loads, 6 Bufhels. 

In Eftey mead are 20 Acres, and they car* 
ry 25 loads of Hay, each load 20 pence, the 
whole two pounds and eight-pence, arid the 
Cuftomaries mew and gather the (aid meadow, 
and carry the hay to Stockton. 

In Bolingfty are 1 2 Acres of Pafture, which 
will maintain 20 Oxen and 2 Heifers 

In the More towards Eyam are 11 Acres of 
Pafture, and about the vivary of Stockton 11 
Acres, which maintain 16 Cows. 

In Hafshwood are 345 Acres of wood and 
pafture, which may maintain 100 beafts, 7 
Calves, and 20 Cows from the feaft of the 
•Holy Crofs to the Nativity of St John, and 
they may fell within 5 years, 60 Acres 6£ 
underwood at 4 pence an Acre, the whole 20 
(hillings. 

In the pafture of the faid Manor they m^y 
keep 190 fheep, and if the pafture could be 
recovered of Brian de Brompton, which is ufed 
for Common of the Lord Prior, the iaid Ma- 
nor would maintain 240 Sheep. 

The Overfeer gives 10 Hens and iob- Egg. 

The Daya gives 100 Eggs. ~ ' 

The Reaper gives 50 Hens arid 100 Egg*. 

MD. That 91 Cuftomaries give 151 Geefe, 
thofe that have wives. 

The Miller 100 Eggs. 

The Overfeer, if he be free, receives yearly 
vefture of an Acre and a load of hay, and 4 

Y % horfe 
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fcorfe loads and 4 Buihels of Corn, and $ 
jhillings, and if he be Cuftomary he receives 
yearly 5 ftullings, and 8 Buihels Qf Corn ip. 
Autumn, and vefture of 1 Acre £$d 1 load 
of hay, and, he and hi* fellows have 5 ihil- 
lings in Autumn for fervice and pannage. 

Xjbe Re4per receives per annum, 3 ihilltngs 
and 8 * Bufhefe of Corn in Autumn &c. 

The Carter receives yearly 4 horfe loads an4 
4 Buftieis of Corn, and 4 (hillings. 

The Swineherd receives yearly 4 horfe !oad s 
4 Bufbels, 4 (hillings and 4 Ells of Cloth. 

The Cpwherd receives yearly 4 horfe loads, 
.4 Buihels 1 and thrpe Ells of Qloth. 

The Daya recpives yearly 2 hoif? loads and 
. 1 1 Buihels and 3 Ells of CJoth &c f 

All the Servants yearly receive by favour, £ 
quarter of Oats for meal, 

The FQfefter q{ Aftiwood recedes yearly 3 
|hillings and clofh.j 

The Stock of the Manor, 3 Waggons bound 
/pith irpa, one C^rt bound with iron, and > 
brafs pot of 5 Gallons. 

The whole of the Corn delivered to th^ 
Servants \n the (aid Manor, 51 horfe loads 4 
Buftjels ^nd half. The whole delivered of Oats 
5>5 Buihels and half. 

The Bury or Manor Houfe which was fojv- 
jnerly in the nature of a Grange to the Priory 
pf JUeominfter, is a confiderable Farm, and was 
purcl^fe4 of fhe Duke of JJyclripgham in tfre 



year 1662, (when this great Manor was fold 
parcel wife) by. Tobias Ruftat Efq. and by 
him fold to Richard Blytheway, who difpofed 
of it to Edward Bangham Efq. not more than 
50 years fince. It now belongs to the Right 
Hon. Thomas Harley. 

Going* from thence towards the fbuth weft 
about a mile, over Eaton Hill, or Comfort Cape 
•Hill y and defcending towards the River Lug, 
we come to 

E A T o N, 

Called in Domesday E/lune, about a mile 
to the fouth eaft of. Leominfter. 

I find little mention of this Townfhip, ex* 
cept that Hugh the Son of William a Norman 
was poftefied of this Manor, Anno n 24; To 
this Hugh fucceeded Henry, who aflumed the 
?irname of Kilpec, from the caftle of Kilpec 
Jus principal feat, but in the fixth year of 
iicvky II, the family became extindt, by default 
of iflue male, and no memory is left of it; 
exqept that fome of the Townlhips theypof- 
fefied in this county, do for diftindfcion retain 
the name, as Eaton Kilpec, the place we write 
of &c. 

The Hackluyts became poffeffed of it, but 
at what time cannot be afcertained. 

131 7. Hugo Hackliiyt w^s High Sheriif 
rf this Count jr, 

*357, 
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1357 — 8 — 9. Ed*r., Haekluyt was High She- 
tiff of this County for 3 years. 

1460. Leon. Haekluyt was High Sheriff of 
this County. 

One William Haekluyt, as Leland informs 
ns, who was with King Henry V. at the 
battaille of Agincourt, fet up a houfe at this 
village, and purchafed lanfl. He had one 
St. George a Nobleman of France his Prifoner. 
The chid* and mod ancient of the Hackluyts 
have been Gentlemen in time out of memory; 
they took their names from the foreft of Cluyd 
in Radnorfhire, and had a cafUe or habitati- 
on not far from Radnor. There were three 
Knights of thefe Hackluyts about the time of 
King Edward III. whereof one was named 
Edmond. It happened (temp. Ed. HI.) that 
one of the Hackluyts took part with Uewdlin 
Prince of Wales, againft the King, whereupon 
he was attainted, and his lands devolved to 
the King, or the Lord Mortimer, and neve* 
were reftored. 

Leland fays. " About that period one of 

*the Hackluyts fled into the mountains of 

•* Wales, and* Hved as a banifhed man, but 

* c he was afterwards pardoned, and having a 

* Knight that tendetfed him, becaufehe was his 

" Godfon or Kinfman, and had no ifflue, he 

•made him his Heir, and thofe lands con- 

€< tinued for a long time in the eldeft houfe 

*« of the Hackluyts/* 

According 
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According to" an Old Deed found in Ludlow 
Caflle, John Lenteley was Lord of this manor, 
36 Hen- VI. 1458. 

In 1477 I find Rich. Hackluyt High Sheriff 
of this County. 

1508 Rich. Hackluyt ditto 

15 19 Rich. Hackluyt ditto 

1557 Rich. Hackluyt ditto 

This Hackluyt was Member of Parliament 
for the Borough of Leominfter, and Lord of 
Yatton and Eaton. 

1592. John Hackluyt fent the account of 
Kenelm's Monument, dated at Eaton. 

161 3. The Court of Sir Henry Hackluyt* 
was held at Eaton 3 April 11 James I. before 
Sir Richard Blount Kt. Steward and Super- 
vifor of the faid Manor. This Sir Henry mar- 
ried Fortune, Daughter of Robert Afton, he 
died in King James's reign. His eftate at 
Yatton he left to his prodigal Son *Henry f 
who faid, he had cheated a covetous Ufurer, 
who had given him fpick and fpan new mo- 
ney for the old lands of his Great Grandfather. 
Fid: Gwillirn's Heraldry 

This Manor came afterwards to the family 
of the Brabazons Earls of Meath in Ireland, 
in which line it ftiil continues. 

This old Manfion houfe and all the out- 
buildings have been fuffered ipx many- years 
to go to ftiins. There are remains of a fpe- 

cious 



clous Hall, and of many large rooms ; there 
was alfo a Chapel, which is now converted into? 
a Hop-Kiln. Neir the Porter's tovter or en-* 
trance, is a defcent between the walls in form 
of a large Chimney, called by the common 
people, Brabazotts Hoie. 

The book of Knight's fees, (ays concern- 
ing Eaton. In . Eton Hugo the Son of Ber- 
nard, and Robert de Tolefin holds of ancient 
feofment the tenth part of a Knight's fee of 
John Pabeme, and the faid John holds that 
of Wm. de Bello Campo (or Boauchamp) of the 
honor of Bedford ; and the faid Walter holds 
that of the King in capite. William de Eton 
tolds ip Eton of ancient feofment the half 
part of a Knight's fee of Hugo de Kilpeck of 
the Honor of Kilpeck/ 

In this townfhip, and not at Eaton Bifliop 
near Hereford, was born ihe illuftrious Cardinal 
Adam de Eaton, who flourifhed about the time 
of Henry II. Urban VIII. had given him 
the Roman purple for his own merit ; he 
was pofleffed of great learning for the age he 
lived in, and was remarkable for his great 
knowledge in the Hebrew Language. In the ' 
quarrel fcetween the Antipope Clement VII- 
when the Cardinals were much divided irt 
their fentiments as to the fucceffion to the 
Papal Chair, this Cardinal was, with fix others 
fufpefted by Urban and apprehended, five of 
them he caufed to be tied up in lacks, and 

thrown 
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thrown into the Sea: But Adam de Eaton fie 
Hcept in clofe confinement, in want and nafti- 
•nefs. Boniface IX. reftored him, by whom he 
%as' employed in matters of great confequence* 
*St the Court of Hen. II. He died at Rome 
1397, where he lived in great Iplendour, and 
*left this life univerfelly regretted. 

About two miles to the eaft> Kes 

H E N o R. 

The family of Patefhall formerly redded there. 
Of late years, Wm. Poole- Efq. enlarged tfce 

dwelling and made it an elegant Seat. 

* 

About a mile alfo to the Eaft lies 

STRETFGRD. 

A fmall Village. There is a Manfion Houfe, 
formerly belonging to Sir John Payne Kt. 
^Fid : MS. 'Blount. 

From Eaton verging a little from the courie 
<y( the Lug, about half a mile -to the fouth 
Ibuth Eaft, is the Village of 

S T O K E. 

This is but -a 'Chapelry within the great 
Parifh of Leominfter, certified Value 61. is. 3d, 

I find in an ancient tax of fpiritual digni* 
ties, Eclqfia de Lemfier cum capellis de Stoke, 

W Docklvw, 



Docklwv, &c. The Vicar's Revenue is called 
* Trug Corn. 
\ The account of this Manor (temp. Edward 
III.) tuns in the fame manner as in the other 
' Halimots, obferving almoft an exaft proportion 
both in the quantity of wheat and oats to be 
fown, as alfo in the fuks and fervices due 
to the Lord of the Priory. There were in 
this Manor, four hundred Acres and a half 
of Tillage land, and thirty Acres and a half 
of pafture, with maintenance for a hundred 
iheep in winter. 

The Overfeer paid for himfelf and Reapers, 
to Hens and ioo Eggs, &c. 

M. D. The Cuftomaries give 34 geefe> if 
they have a wife. 

In the Manor of the More are 70 Acres 
of Tillage, and 1 1 Acres of paff ure. 

The whole of Corn delivered to fervants in 
the Manor of Stoke, per annum, 31 horfe 
loads 9 Bufhels . and a half, &c. 

Delivered to the Baker yearly, of wheat, ex- 
cept the profits, 208 horfe loads, in Profits 26 
horfe loads. At the earning of the Abbot^ 40 
horfe loads, and in augmentation per annum 
to the Baker 104 horfe loads, and for certain 
cuftpms 22 horfe loads and 2 Bufhels. , 

To the Brewer yearly befides profits 156 
horfe loads, and in profits 18 horfe loads. 

In 1720 the living was increafed by Queen 
-Anne's Bounty 200I. 

Nearly 
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"Nearly oppofite full Weft, about a mile/ 
diftant on the other fide of the River Lug^ 
is thq Village of 

W H ARTON. 

Called in : Domesday Wavertum ; It lies 
within the Parifh and Precihdt of Leominfter. 
I find Hugh de Croft anciently held lands 
here,>fpr thus fays the Book of Knight's fees. 
u Hugo de 'Qrc^t tenet in Warton et Newton 
* c de veteri fcofamehto medietatem dimidii unius 
u feodi miletis de honore de Dilwyn, et idem 
il honor efi; in cuftqdia Domini RjegU*" 

Fn 1604, Richard Whitehall a Citizen of 
London, who had been High Sheriff for the 
County, built a handfome Manfion houfe in 
this Village,, but had no ifiuq. It came after- 
wards into the Coningefby family, who leafed ' 
it to the family of Beaumont Clarke Efq. ; 
whofe Grandfathers widow founded, the Aim's- 
Houfe in the Bargates, for four poor Widows. 
Jt iS now in the pofleflion of the Rev. J. " 
Colt, who married the Heirefs of that family;, 
but on termination of the leafe, it becomes the r 
property^ the Rt. Hon, Lord Vifcount Maiden.. 

There was., alfo an. ancient femily bearing 
the name of this place; for I " have feen a 
Deed of William de Wharton of Lemfter, 
dated 35 Edward III. to which his fealwas 
affixed, and a chevron, between thue fieurs dt- 
l4*> w the Jtrield. 

W * Aboufe 
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About a mile from this place towards tbe^ 
north, is 

BROADWARD. 

Much of this townfhip belongs to Brazen- 
Nofe College at Oxford. There is a good 
houfe and offices built by the late Dan. Stead 
Efq. now poffefled by Mr. Nicholas Edwards. 

Then croffing the .Arrow, and advancing 
ta the fouth weft,, about half a mile thro' 
very fertile meadows, we come to the pleafant 
village of 

BRIERtEY, 

In Domefday called Bretlege* It cpnfifts of 
three or four farms. Concerning it I find no- 
thing . remarkable, but as being mentioned in 
Domefday, to ha,ve appertained to the great 
Manor of Leofninfter, to which Parish it ftill 
Vclongs a$ a Townfhip. The Manor &c. be- 
longs to Jon. Pytts, of Kyre Hoijfe Efq ; tho* 
the greateft part of the viUage appertains to 
the Rev, T, Alban. 

At the great Sale of the Church lands 
made by the Duke of Buckingham, this village 
Js mentioned to have been fold peacemeal : j( 
is to be obferved, that the diftribvtfion of the 
Lots, was made by the Clergy, who claimed 
the Ptfty "Tithes} fo? they intermixed the, 

property 
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property of the various purchafers lh Ac com- 
mon fields in fuch a manner,, that it was 
^ilrnoft impoffible to indole them without nu- 
merous \ exchanges : this may be feen in the 
old furveys of the eftatss at Brkriey, Wharton 
and Newton. 

From hence down a good Dew road, at 
ebput the diftance of a, quarter of a mile, we 
arrive in the King's High Way, leading from 
Leoojinfter to Hereford, continuing along it 
toward? the fouth, ws again pafs thro* Whar- 
ton, at fome diftance beyond, St. Mary's Brook,, 
and foon after leaving the village, of Newtoa. 
oji the right, and pajt of Lord Maiden's Park 
pn the other fide of the river Lug on the left* 
JIop$ Church prefents, itfelf at the firli tutning. 

The PariOi of 

HOPE, 

Js fituate on the northern fide of Dynmonfc 
(quafi Dun-Maur, the great Hill) It was one 
pflhe Halimots belonging to Leominfter, and 
ppe of the principal Burys appertainin^to the 
priory. 

The account of this Manor, temp, Ed. Ill- 
ig as follows-, 

In the field called Hhenhope are 150 A- 
cres, and ought to be fown with 25 half 
fcQjrfs lo^ds of Corn (except the Re,d$, whrck 

contains 
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contains 7 Acres, and one Selion, which fhoulc| * 
be fown with 18 Bufliels of Corn) and 27 
of Oats. • . 

In Brounesfield are 120 Acres, and fhould 
be fowB with 24 half horie loads of Com 
(except the Rede) and 26 of Oats.- 

In the meadow next theJLug are three Acres, 
and bear 4 loads of Hay, e^ch load- wortl* 
is. 9d. the whole 7 (hillings. 

In Folkey are two Acres, of meadow, and 
they carry off 3 loads of hay worth 5s. 3d. 
ea^h load is. 9d, 

Jn Cheney are 12 Acres ofmeadow, and they 
carry off 12 loads of Hay, worth 21s. $d. 
each load 2od. 

In Grafcroft and the pafture next Lug, are 
8 Acres of Pafture, and can maintain 19 0#er\. 

In the faid Manor may be maintained 120 
Sheep. 

The foreign wood towards the weft part 16, 
Acres;* and whole wood is fold. 

In the wood of Middleover and PJotwood* 
are, 55 Acres, and in every 6 years it is fold, 
every year 9 Acres of Underwood, a<nd is worth 
4s 6d. ah Acre. 

In the wood over againft the Court, are 3$ 
Acres, but no underwood,' and'can feed yearly 
30 hogs. The Pannage" is worth 7s. 6/1 

In the wood called Birchover, are 4 Acnes* 
of underwood, and may be fold within 6. years, . 
worth 4 Shillings per Acre. 
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* A Curtilage,* worth 10 Shillings yearly. * 

Fruit of the garden and herbage 5 Shillings* 

Dove-Houfe 2 ShiUings; 

The Overfeer gives for himfelf and his 
Reapers, if they dp not reap, 35 Hens and 
300 Eggs, Daya 100 Eggs. 

There are alfo 31 Cuftomary Tenants, who 
give every one la Oroofe, for the Vigil, if he 
has a wife. . 

The Steward or Overfeer, if he be free, re* 
ceives yearly 4 horfe* loads, 4 Bufhels of Corn, 
one Acre of Corn and 3s. 4d -, and if the 
Lord- 4 Abbot give any wood in the woods 
within his Bailiwick, he is to have the crop* 
&c. 

The Shepherd receives yearly 3* horfe loads, 
3 Bufhels of Corn and 4 (hillings, alfo. one 
covering at 'the Conversion, the Daya &c. 

The Keeper of the Oxen receives every 
week a Bufhel of Corfy from the hour 1iq is 
fent to Hope, until the feaft of Holy Crofs. 

All the Servants receive yearly by favour, a 
quarter of Oats for meal. 
. The 'Stock of the faid Manor, 3 waggons 
bound with iron, 3 pair of irons for the Ploughs 
end a brafs pot. 

The whole of the Corn delivered to the 
Servants in the faid Manor, 43 horfe loads^ 
and 11 Bufhels; and 25 Bufhels and a half 
of Oats. 

The Church of Hope, dedicated to St. Ma- 
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ff waft formerly a Chapel to Leominftef; ft 
confifts of a tower at the weft end, a » largs • 
nave neatly ceiled a&d wainfcotted, and a 
Chancel; the latter was built by Sir Thomas 
,*Coningefby Kt. Great Grandfather to the Lord 
Cefungefby who built the nave, and of whom 
there is a moft beautiful marble monument 
tin the eatt end. 
s In the chancel on a flat ftone ftf Alabafter* 
.atfe repreferited in Sculpture the effigies of a 
man and woman, at their heads are quarterly 
the arms of ^Coningejby And So/en impaled, at 
their feet the effigies of feven Children: on the 
margin of the ftone is this Infcription in texk 

x 

i 
Here lyeth the bodie of Htamfry Coningefby 
Of Hampton Court in the Countie of Hereford 
E(quyer, and Anne his wife Daughter of Sir 
Thomas Ihglefield Knyght, wch Humfry died 
The III day of April in the yeare of our Loitte 
God, MD VIII. Of whofe foules God have mercy 
Amen. 

X' 

Jn this Church was *buried Sir Thbrnas Coningefby 
May 30 th 1652. 

Alfo' 



* Vid. Hope's Regifter. 
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tyto> FitewiflUm Coniageflby Aug. 23. i666v 
*lfo, Lady Harvey March 8; 1670* y 

At about half a mile to th* north 
eaft on the left bank of the Lug is Hampton. 

It. belonged to a filthily that todk name * 
from the plac£ (as the ufage was bf old) be- 
ing called de Hampton, as John de Hampton, 
who was ah eminent man in the reign of 
Edward II. Ricus di Hampton dedit Ecclefi* 
Sti: Leonafdi de Pyonia terras et dimid : fumam 
JVaJleUiy to be received yearly at Michaelmas 
in his capital Houfe of Hampton. This, fays 
Mr. Taylor, is Hampton Richard, now called 
Hampton Court. 

It contains two Manors, ^Hampton Richard, 
fo called from Richard the Marfhal fecon4 
Earl of Hereford, who gave nirte to fuhdry 
places, a* Rlthatfs Caflli fefr. The other is 
Hampton Mappenort, part of which lies conti- 
guous to the Lordfhip of Leomihfter. 

The pr^fent noble refidence . was moft fump* 
thoufiy eroded by Henfy the fourth, who w*$ 
Earl 6f Hereford, after the lands in this County 
belonging to that Earldom cajne to him, and . 

% wa* 

" •• 1 11 • 11 11 1 , • * 1 • r f 

* A wood in this Manor, out of which a great 
part of the (lone was taken, which built Hampton 
£ourt, is called Richard's Wo op. 
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wafc given by him to' Sir Rowland Lenthall 
Kt. Yeoman of the Wardrobe to that King.* 
(vi<j: Lofd Coningefby 's long Cafe in Hampton 
Court Library ; tho* Ldand mentions % it to 
have been built by Sir Rowland Lenthajl) 
This Sir Rowland Lenthall, vid : Leland> 
,c being a gallant fellowe," either a Daughter, 
or t a very, near Kinfwoman of the King's, 
fell in love with him, and afterwards njarried 
fym : Whereupon he had lands given to him 4 
and his heirs, amounting to ofle .thoufand 
pounds per annum, among which • lands he 
hjad Ludlow for one part, . • I 

" Sir Rowland Lenthall was victorious at 
"the battaille of Agincourt, and tooke mafcy 
€ ) prifoners there, by which prey he begannc' 
*f the new buildinge of Hampton Court, fu*& 
V brought from a hill a fpringe of % water, aBd{ 
" made a little pool within the top of hia. 
" Houfe. * Ltland. 

Tho* jt feems from this account, that Sir 
Rowland expended large fums in beautifying 
and adorning this noble feat, yet I find, that 
he "afterwards fold it to Cornwall of Burfordjand 
in the beginning of the reign of Meriry VIII! 
Humfrey Coningefby, a Judge of the Court of 
Nfcng'o Benc h -purchafed this Eftatc. -Fionrthfe, 
Humfrey Coningefby by many worthy interme- 
diate anceftors defcended Sir Thomas Coningefby^ 
the pious founder of the Hofpital at Hereford, 
and Lord Coningefby fo often representative in 

Parliament 
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Parliament for -the Borough of Leomjnfter. 
iFhe name of the Coningefby's becoming ex- 
tjndt for want of ilTue male (vid: Priory page 
88, 89) this Manor came into the family of 
the Ij^rl ' of Eflex, whofe Qldeft Son The Rt. 
Hon. Lord Vif count Maiden, is the prefent 
worthy Poflefior. 

This venerable and ancient feat, the. admi- 
ration of all' perlpns of tafle, has within thef^ 
few years b^en fomewhat altered, but without 
fuffering the leaft diminution of its ancient 
grandeur. It is fituated in a. very rich and, 
fertile valley, watered by the River Lug, the. 
eaftern bank of which rifing into a hill, is 
covered with beautiful woods; to the weft is 
a noble Park nearly 8 miles in circumference, 
which has large fifh ponds, is well wooded, and 
prefents different points of View ; The whole 
Neighbourhood indeed forrps a fcene highly 
pleafant and pi&urefque. 

Returning from 'hence to the. Church, at 
half a mile to th$ weft is the Bury Houj}> 
formerly belonging to the Priory of Leominfter, 
auid was, the ancient refidence of the Steward, 
for this Manor, it is' now a Farm Houfe be-. 
Ipnging to an Eftate the property of Lord 
Selfea. 

Proceeding about a mile to the weft 
with a gradual afcent up the Hill,, we come to 

' X 1* Wiafley n 



Winfley, anciently Wiitdejley. In Edward 3d$, 
time, Beryton of the Lacy, married the Daugta 
ter and Heir of Rowland de Windefley, and 
by this marriage had this anqent feat *ith 
pther lands, which have continued in the fa- 
mily ever fince j biit in latter times, the name., 
has been changed (Euphqni* gratis) to Bering- 
ton. They hfaxfoi their Arms, Sabfe, three 

* greyhounds Argent, collared Or. 

: 4 The Houfe which is newly fronted, i$ $f 
Very old date, tod .as a badge of its antiquity, 
there i* curved in woo^ in old Chara6ter$, 
over the Porch, a Crofs with thefe words-. 
Per fyrtum Tau libera nqs Domine, Upon orie 
of the Crofs Beams of this Houfe is carved an 
ancient coat of Arms, confuting of bends bf 

five peters, which perhaps were $e Arms of 
Windefley, before the Berlngtons were owners 
of this place. This is reckoned a very healthy 
fituation, fouf Beringtons, Brothers, lived to 
make 326 yeai? between th?m. {Vid;^ MS. 
$lount) . 

The dHtai\ce is hpt much above a mile and 
half from Winfley, down the Hill by Gaderck- 
hopa, or Gaterdehope, an eftate belonging to 
Thomas Andrew Knight Efq. to 

W I N T E R C O T T, 

^Vhich to^th^r with Hyde and Afb, make 



^>dc of the Townfhtps of the Out-Parifh of 
JLeominfter. - • 

It is divided into upper and lower Wintercotft. 
In old deeds. is found the name of Hugo de 
Wintercote. 

The greateft part of this Townfhip did for- 
merly belong tq the Frioiy, as appear* by 
fundry old deeds which I have feen. It was 
not unufual of old, before the Statute of 27 
Hen. 8. was made for the enrolment of bar- 
gains and Tales of lands, that if any Perfonhad 
bought, land or made a fettfement of his 
eftate, and feared the lofs of fuch deed or fet- 

Element; he then procured certain of his neigh* 
bours to view his deed, and to give in 
teftimony of it. I judged an exemplar might 

.not be difagreeable to the Reader, efpecially 

.fince it Jails out to be done at Wintercott, 
the, place concerning which we are now dif- 
courfing. Ex ipfo MS. hat. 

" Know all prefect an<J to come, that I 
*' Robert Walan have given ajid granted to 
? Hugh de Croft all my land of Wintercott, * 
" which X held of the Abbot and Convent of 
" Reding, with all its appertenances, to be 
< c hdkl and had unto him and his Heirs, pay- 
<« ing to the Abbot arid Convent of Reding, 
*« 50 (hillings yearly on th$ paffion of St. Peter 

*V. and St. Paul, and to this gift and con- 
^ceffion I have put my-»Seal."* 
' Witnefies. 



•WiHiam- Fitzwarren. Joh. dc Broxnpton. 

Wyronde Grendon. Joh. de Sto. Albino* 

Phil, de Sarnesfield. Roger de SarnesfiekL 

•Bryan de Brompton. • Hugo Fitz-Bernard. 

Joh. de Pirebunne. Rob. de Poyer. 

JHug. de Bley. F. Julias. 

40 Queen Elizabeth, I find Richard Warne-. 
combe Efq. feized of the Manor of Wintercott, 
Had diverie other lands &c. in the- County of 
-Hereford,, but having no iflue of his body 
legitimate, his eftate defcended to his fix 
Sifters, who made partition of his eftate after 
his death. 

The Manor of Wintercott upon their par- 
tition came to Philip Scudamore Efq. in right 
of Joane his wife, who was formerly Relidt- 
of Walter Kyrle Efq. (he being one of the fix 
•Sifters and Coheirs of the faid Rich, Warnecomb. 

Philip Scudamore and Joane his Wife gives 
his Manor of Wintercott in marriage with 
'Sibill their Daughter to Sir John Kyrle Bart. 

Sir Jolyi Kyrle and his Lady in confidera-. 
tion of 400 pounds, grant and convey Win- 
tercott to Rob. Kyrle Efq. and his Heirs for; 
ever. 

Rob. Kyrle Efq. by his laft Will and Tefta- 
%»lent dated 25th March 161 6, leaves his 
Manors &c. in Wintercott, Ivinton, Stoke &c. 
to James Kyrle Efq. and his heirs in fee (imple. 

James Kyrle in Feb. 1645 died, and the 
Manor of Wintercott and other lands defend- 
ed 
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*d to toldnel Rob, Kyrle, his Son and Heir, 
who conveyed it by deed and fine to John Jky. 
From that period it continued in cCmftanf" 
fucceffion in the family of the Jays, till within 
late years ; Charles Berington Efij. having* 
married the only remaining Heirefs df that 
family, is in poffeffion of the eftate, on which * 
he has built a good* Manfion Houfe. 

ashandhy d & : 

1 find little concerning them, no more tlban , 
as being Townfhips within the great Parifl^of 
Leominfter. The latter gave name to the anci- 
ent . family of the Hydes, now extindt. 

■ The diftance from Wintefcott, towards die 
eift thro* fine tillage and pafture land to Ivintoar. 
is about a mile, 

I V I N ton.; 

Exfaad from an old Roll, of the extent of this", 
Manor, Anno 1. Edward III., .; ; 



-j.* 
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In the Weft field are 144 Acres, and Q$m\d 
be fown with 27 horfe loads of Corn (exqcp| 
the Rede) tind 29 and a half of 'Oats; ^ ^ 

In the field againft the Park are 132 Acreffc 
^ndfhould be fown with 26 horfe loads (ex- 
cept the Rede) and 28 and a half of Oats. 

In 
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In lilerell field are 146 Acres, and •iliould 
be fowii with 26 horfe loads of Corn (except 
the Rede, which contains 10 Acres, and fhould 
be fown wirh two horfe loads ami a half of 
Corn) and al(b with 28 aod a half of Oats, 

In Enchenye meadow are 46 Acres, and 
they may carry 46 loads of Hay, worth 4!* 
12s. at 2 {hillings a load. 

In Bungey are 16 Acres of paftiire, and 
may maintain 180 {heep, with the help of 
the fields. 

Li Ivynton More are 63 Acres of pafture, 
qbd may maintain 80 Oxen and Cows. 

In Middlemore are 12 and in Calvernoft 6 
Acres of pafture, and they may maintain 20 
Oxen. 

.In Ivynton Park are 360 Acres, and they 
may fell every year 40 Acres of underwood 
at 6 pence per Acre, in all 20 (hillings* 

The meadow in the faid Park produces 3 
loads of Hay wd/th 5 (hillings, and the laid 

Park will thaintain 100 Beads, and 10 * 9 

ahd 300 Sheep from Holy Crofs, until St. 1 8^ 
ter in Prifon. 

The fruit of the garden 2 (hillings per an* 
ftum, the Herbage 5 (hillings. • * 

The Servant's Curtilage is worth per anmim 
lid. 

The Overfeer gives 5 hens* and half & hun-* 
itcd of Eggs. 

Th* 
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, The Reeper gives 5 hens, and half a htin* 
&ed of Eggs. 

The Daya gives 100 Eggs: 

The Miller gives 16b Eggs; 

MD. That 36 Cuftomary Tenants giv* 
'each a goofe, if he be married. 

The Overfeer receives yearly 3s. 4d. and 
8 Bufhels of Corn in Autumn, one load of 
Hay, and the vefture of an Acre Of .Corn, if 
iie be a Cuftomary, and if he holds a YanJ 
land, he gives 10 ftiillings per annum, and is 
quit of all work. 

The Reaper receives yearly 4 horfe loads 
and 4 bufhels of Corn, and three (hilling? ill 
Silver. 

Alfo the fervant that is befides the Reap, 
receives every week a bufhel of Cdrn. 

Befides, the Oveffeer, Reap, and servants 
have 5 (hillings for fervice in Autumn. 

The Carter receives yearly 4 horfe loads, 4 
bufhels of Corn, and 4 (hillings wages. The 
Swineherd receives yearly 4 horfe loads and 
4 bufhels of Corn} one purtell and « 4 ells of 
Cloth. The Shepherd receives yearly 4 horfe 
Joads and 4 bufhels of Corn, 4 fhillings, 1 
ewe and 1 lamb ; and he alfo receives from 
the Purification until the Holy Crofs* 6 bufhels, 
the time of calling the Lambs. 
. The Keep of the lambs receives from Hd- 
ly Crofs to Michaelmas, 10 bufhels and a half. 
The Cowherd receives yearly 4 horfe loads 4 
Y buftels 
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bulhels of Cora, - 2 (hillings and 4 ells * of 
Cloth. The Daya receives 4 horfo loads, 4 
bufhels of Com, and 5s, $d* The Subdaya 
receives yearly 2 horfe loads, 11 Bufhels of 
Corn, 3 ells of Cloth &c The Hedger re- 
ceives yearly 6 bulhels ot Corn, &c. 

All the Servants receive yearly by favour, 

6 Bulhels of Oats for meal. 

The Stock in the faid Manor, 3 Waggons, 
3 pair of irons, a brafi pot of 5 gallons. 

The whole of the Corn delivered to the 
Servants in the faid Manor, is 58 horfe loads 

7 bufl^els and a half. The whole delivered 
pf Oats, 13 Bufhels and a half. 

Leland in his Itinerary fpeaks thus of Ivinton,, 
" Arrow cometh from Pembruge town about 
" a two miles and halfe to Emington Mitt 
"{Le. Ivinton Mill) Ivinton village is a great 
" Lordftiip belonginge to Leonminfter Priory, 
" and there is a bridge over Arrow of ftone. 
" The ground about Arrow beneath Ivinton 
*" is lowe, and there be many fayre meadowes 
ct that be overflowed, and the grafle of them 
*' faved fcant once in fix years/' 

Concerning this place I find the following 
Deed. MS. Lai. 

Anno 23 Ed. 3. Hugh le Wynde came an 
Tuefclay,the feaft of St. Andrew, and by li- 
cenqe of the faid Keeps conveyed to John in 
je, Wyn^e*, 9 Acre^ of free land, for which $ 

....J Aoks 
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Acres the fkid Hugh made fine .with -fee laid 
Keeps, Aftno 23. The fine was' to be ijsC 
4d. of . which none is yet paid ; To hold the 
faid 9 Acres an villenage for the life of the 
faid John* in form following* viz. So that 
the faid John pay the faid fine of 135. 4d> 
at the terms &c. for the faid Hugh, every 
year 3s. 4d. until &c. And the faid 9 Acres 
are acquitted and defended from all fervices 
and rents, againft the Lord and all other men • 
and the faid John, or whoever in his name 
fhall hold the faid 9 Acres, are to pay year- 
ly to the faid Hugh* fo long as he lives, at 
Michas, two horfe loads of wheat, good and 
pure, 4 bz of Beaijs, 8 bz of Oats? and he 
is to find eafement for the faid Hugh in his 
houfe, and he is to have free egrefs and in- 
grefs, whenever he pleafes ; And it fhall be 
lawful for the faid Hugh to fit, lye, or ftand 
next the Chimney of the faid John, when he 
fhall think it neceflary, without hindrance 
from the faid John, or any in his place : 
And the faid Hugh, while he lives, is to have 
all the underwood: of the Hedges, but not to 
dig the Hedges ^ And if the. faid John fhould 
go the way of all flefh, tinlefs his Heir or 
his Wife faithfully: keep the faid agreement 
It. fhall be lawful for the faid Hugh to. tt* 
enter and hold the faid Land, to hold'&c. 
as he firft held it, paying and. doing, as ho* 
lfefone did &c. 

Y z. Anno* 
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Atma 4& Ed. III. The faid Keeps g&»nfe£ 
Un4 to Walter Attc Walle, with this addition. 

V Nor Jhall it be lawful to feed Jlieep or kmb\ 
<* tm -tie fa*4 hfid undgr penalty." 

It appears ftopi the old accounts, that this 
Township was in a much more * flourifhing 
condition fome Centuries pall ; the high road 
fyofli Leaminfter to Hereford went thro* it : 
there was alfo a Tavern here, according to an 
old c^ufe, 20 King Edward. 

c < Robert Goddard of Ix ofminftre, Simon 
Vie Paynter of ^lie faqae, Hugh le Skynner 
<* of Wavertunq, Andrew le Leche of Leof- 
« minftre, Geffrey fon of Geffrey in the Wode, 

V and John fon of Bernard,, w^re together at 
<c a Tavern at Ivintune> and conjentioa arifing^ 
" John wounded Geffrey, Co that he languifh- 
*. c 6d for half a year, and died 5 and the faid 
* Geffrey alter the feid John had wounded 
? him, (hot an arrow (fagittandol and ftruck 
" the laid John* of wh\ch he di^i immedi- 
ately, &cl M " 

There was formerly a chapel jn Ivintoi}, 
the high altar in which', Wiis dedicated to 
St. Martin and Sj.* Benedict, D. D. 1377, by 
Archilienfis Spffragan of the Biftiop pf Here- 
ford. 'No part of it is now remaining. 
"The Court of Ivintoix was the feaf of the 
ancient family of the Warhecombs, now ex- 
tinfti who bore for their Arms, gules, afeffe. 
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tyfoitei, thr$e Lion's heads htl$r three feaHop. 
falls, in three Terteawts Or. I find in a com- 
xniflion under the great Seal, XXIII Queen 
Elizabeth, to furvey lands &c. James Warne- 
combe of Ivmton mentioned as one pf the 
Commiffioners. 

The Manor, with the Bury Houfe, Parks 
&c. belong to Jon. Pytts of Kyre Houfe Efq. 
The Court of IvintOA is the property of John 
Salwey Efq, of the Moor, near Ludlow. 

About half a mile to the North Weft, 
thro' fome excellent paflure and tillage, we 
arrive at 

S T A G B A T C H. 

It coofi$» of only two of three Houfes. 
The one to a farm belonging to the Rev. J„ 
Colt ; the other 43 a Jarge modern houfe ap- 
pertaining to Mr. Davis. Adjoining, is a form 
galled Corner's Cop, formerly the relidence of 
the family of the Clarkes, before* they refided 
at Wharton. 

♦There was anciently a family which took 
its name from this Townftiip, as appears 
jrom the following deed^ • 

"On Tuefday after the Nativity of St 
cc Mary, Anno 16 Ric. 11. Thomas Chau* 
** combe Cuftos of Leominfter, granted to 
u William Robins of Stagbatch, who fucceed* 
^ ed Waller de ^agbatcK th^t he fbould be 

--■■•' ' > ' * - fa 
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"free from the great works in Autumn, bu# 
" to perform the cuftoms, called Houjbienrepur 
" for three days, and to give a goofe and 
" hen, and tallage when the Lord pleafes ; 
cc and as long as the iaid William continues 
".in the office of Overfeer (Praepofiti) and 
" Pindar of Ivinton, he is to pay for his na- 
•* tive land 16s. to the Exchequer of Leo-* 
" mjnfter, and when he (hall be removed from 
" the feid Office, to p^y 20s* yearly; And to- 
" do fait to the. HalymQt of Ivinton yearly, 
m as the Cuftomary Tenants of Cholftrey do, 
" and to ftand there m rank with them, as 
* : the cuftom is &c. 

In the command under the Great Seal to 
James Warnecomb and others, 23 Eliz. to 
take poffeffion of -certain lands exchanged with 
the Bifliop of Hereford, the tenths of Stag*, 
batch were given in at i^L 13s- 5d. when/ 
they were but 18s. 4& 

At a final! diftance North by Eaft, lies 

CHOLSTREY. 

. Anciently called Cerl$ftren, of which I find 
little or nothing remarkable. The Manor does^ 
or did belong to the Bilhop of Hereford, It 
confifts of three pr four farms and a mill. 
Concerning this place I find the following 
deed among the Priory Records, 

" On Friday after St\ Jiilary Anno 2iv 
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* Ric. ii. John Tiffhyde and John Chaun- 
*< trell, Keeps of Leoininfter, granted to John 
«' Baldewyn, all that Mefluage and a native 
% * yard land in Chorleftre, together with the 
'" free land which Adam de Baldewyn and his 
« Wife lately held there. To hold for his life* 
ft paying yearly to the 'Exchequer of Xeomin- 
" fter, for the Mcffuage and native land 13s. 
" 8d. at the ufual terms for all works and 
u cuftoms, and to pay woodgavetl and wyntur- 
" gavell and tax of hog$, one goofe and two 
" hens, and to pay to the Abbot's Cap, and 
"to the Mill and a Heriot, and, fpr the 
«« free land 10s. at the ufual terms, and to 
" new build a houfe called Infethous at his own 
" charge, within 6 years, and gave 6 capons 
" fine. And he is to find the faid Wife of 
" Adam de Baldewyn, a bufliel of Cora every 
"week during her life, to begin at Michas, 
<c and to provide her a Cow during her life, 
4C of*which (he is to have pofleffion, for her 
" ftock, of 3 (hillings price, or elfe 3 (hillings; 
xc and wood of the wood growing there, worth 
« i2d. &c. 4 

The diftance from Cholftrey along the banks 
of Pinfley under Courfcnah Hill, is about a 
mile to Leominfter. 
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UCH* is the variety of ftrdtois and 
fprings with which this part of the County 
abounds, that in point of number it may 
perhaps vie with moil places in the king- 
dom > and it appears that its Inhabitants 
fcave not been totally regardlefs of the improve- 
ment of this bleffing, confidering what infinite 
advantage muft accrue to a cbuntry (b fertile 
and produ&ive, could a propeir Navigation be 
tftablifhed, and frefli fiipplies opened to fop- 
port and increafe its fertility, and extend its 
commerce. By nature it is very capable of 
receiving fuch improvements ; yet tho* vari- 
ous attempts have been formerly, tod indeed 
of late years made, to put fo beneficial a 
firheme into execution, they have hitherto been 
defeated, and rendered ineffe&tial, notwithftand- 
jrtg the noble provifion made by the Legifla- 
ture, equal to the moil extenfive and arduous 
undertaking; and it is now left for this age 
of Spirit, activity and enterprize, to complete 
a work fo higlily advantageous. 

MS. Upon 
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When the firft attempt tinder *n A& of 
the 14th year of King Charles the 2nd', failed, 
and it afterwards became the Subjeft of Par- 
liamentary interference, a 2nd AA paffed in 
the 7th and 8th of William the III. entitled, 
an A£t for making Navigable 'the Rivers Wye 
and Lag ; which recites that an .open navi- 
gation thereon, and the ftreams falling into 
the fame, might occafion a great increafe oF 
public trade, and beneficial eafy conveyance 
for Ship Timber &c. It recites the faid for- 
mer A6t, and thatSir William Sandys, Windfor - 
Sandys and Henry Sandys (who alone were 
entrufted (vith executing the powers delegated 
by that A6t) never did any thing towards 
making Lug navigable &c, therefore that the 
benefits to the Inhabitants might not be to- 
tally obftrufted by the failure of former Un- 
dertakers, and that the County might be 
encouraged, by the opening thofe Rivere, and 
making them a common ftream for Barges 
and other Veflels; it was thereby enaded, 
that all the powers granted to Sir William 
and the Sandys, fhould be veiled in the Lord 
Bifhop of Hereford, for the time being, the 
principal Nobility and Gentry of the County 
therein named, the Mayor of Hereford and 
the Bailiff of Leqminjier, for the time being, 
for executing the powers thereby given : as 
the expence was likely to amount to a large 
fum, and the benefit was likely to accrue to* 

z a* 
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the county of Hereford, the Commiffionefa 
were authorized to affefs and levy on the 
County fuch fum, as fliould by them be deem* 
c*l neceflkry, not exceeding 377L 4s. 5d. per 
month, being a third part of 1131L 13s- 4d. 
Land Tax charged on that County, to be 
nufed on the County, City and Borough, for 
carrjS$j|' on and completing the work : the 
,JR$rf0' annua! fum amounting to 4526I. 13s, id. 
'^continue from Midfummer 1696 to 1700, 
and ^the. O^Cigiifioners were authorized to 
febrx^rat ^/Iiiteteft, not exceeding 16000I. for 
! fnak%^ faid Rivers navigable, and for 
no other purpofe, upon the fecurity of that 
Ad. 

The Commiffioners named in that Ad ac- 
cepted the truft, and a large fum of money 
was raifed, part whereof was loft (as it is 

faid) 



The Commiffioners appointed by the fecdnd Aft of 
Parliament being moft of them dead, the Lord Bifhop 
of Hereford, the Mayor of Hereford, and the Bailiff 
of Leominster, fome years fince, made the appoint- 
ment of new Truftees, which is probably in the cuf- 
tody of the Clerk of the Peace; ard a worthy Baronet 

.of the fouth fjde of the County, made application t© 
Lord .Grantley (then Sir Fletcher Norton) Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons for his advice, whofe opinion 
wa6, that a bill fhouid be brought into that Houfe, for 
reviving and effectuating the lafl A& of Parliament, and 
for adding fuch Navigable Canals, as fhouid be deemed 

. proper, under the Authority of that propofed Bill, and 
declared if the County agreed to the meafure, and the 
ofual and neceflary fleps were taken, there was no 
doubt but an AcY would pa&, and' adequate fupplies be 
Granted for carrying and completing the whole. 
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laid) thro* the infolvency of a peribn appoint- 
ed Receiver, under the direction of tfie Aft, 
and nothing effe&ual was performed, ; fo the 
defign was abandoned or. fuffered to die away: 
which proved fo great a difcouragement to 
the County, that nothing further was done,, 
under the ample : provifions of the A£t 

But in the year 17 14 the Lord Lieutenant 
with Sir Thomas Morgan (who then reprefent - 
ed the County) and diverfe Gentlemen in his 
Lordfhip's neighbourhood fet on foot a fub- 
fcription for the fole purpofe of nuking Lug 
Navigable,, to the amount of about 1200I. 
whereof three fourths were already paid to an 
Undertaker named Chirm, who executed the 
plan fo improperly, ignorantly or unfkilfully, 
that the undertaking proved abortive, and all 
the money was thrown away. The Architect 
abfconded, and his fecurity was obliged tore- 
fond a great part of the money, Inftead of 
building locks at proper places, he put up 
gates, where he found bridges croffing the 
River. The Bafon and Wharf were made at 
Eton Bridge. Barges were made, and convey- 
ed goods to and from the town, the Bells of 
the Church, were fent to Chepftow to be re- 
caft, and returned when increafed to 8, by this 
conveyance ; fince that time no further attempts 
have been made on that River. 

Thus the matter refted till the yean 1777* 

whei\ many Gentlemen of this part of the 

Z z county 
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county, conceived that navigable cuts might 
foe fuccefsfully made, 

i ft from Leominfter to Stourport. 

2ndly to the City of Hereford. 

3rdly from the River Severn near Bridgenorth, 
thio 9 the collieries in that country down Corve 
Dale, to the extremity of Herefordlhire n<Sar 
Leintwardine. 

Mr, Rob. Whitworth an able Surveyor, was 
direfted tQ take 4 view, a,nd give his opinion 
as to to the pradticabiUty of thofe Schemes, 
and probability of the expence; and upon the 
^oth December 1777, Mr. Whitworth made 
Jms report, and ftated his opinion as to the 
diftance, expence, and difficulties attending the 
different fchemes; whereby it appears that he 
took a Sketch of the Lands extending from 
Leominfter to Stourport, and viewed the coun- 
try by way of Bromyard to Hereford, and 
that as he had no particular dire&ion to re-* 
connoitrs the country from the River Severn 
down Corve Dale to Leintwardine, he did not 
lee much of it, but pointed out a line, a 
Canal might proceed from Leintwardine thro* 
the country < to the City of Hereford, by 
Mortimer's Crofs, Kingfland, Leominfter> and 
down the vale of Lug to Hereford : and alfb 
from Kingfland to Hereford, near Eardiflanfl, 
Dilwyn, Weobly, Sarnesfield, Norton and down 
tte Vale between. BUhopton and Foxley Hills* 

tfca* 
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thip* a fine country- to Hereford. 

Upon the 8th April 1778, a general meet, 
ing was held in London, and mod: of the 
Herefordfliire Gentlemen of confequence who 
were then * in town attended, and dire&ed 
that Mr. Whitworth fhould take an adual 
furvey of the propofed navigable Canals, deli- 
neated in the plans then produced. 

Mr. Whitworth made his report upon the 
7th of Auguft 1778, ftating his endeavours 
to take the levels of the Country from Stour- 
port to Little-Hereford, and the impoffibility 
at that time, either to meafure or take the 
level thro* it, and that he had not been ablet 
to complete the plan farther than Stockton 5 
that a Tunnel or fubterraneous Paflage of 
1528 yards long would be jieceflary, and that 
the expehce of it would be 7 or 8000. pounds^ 
that other places between Severn and Little- 
Hereford would be rather expenfive, but not 
more than common in molt undertakings of 
the f^me kind, 

Altho* Mr. Whitworth's plans was 
not put in execution, the fubject did not 
however lie dormant : no particular improve- 
ment could be pointed out, more wanting: 
and likely to be of more utility than a Na- 
vigable Canal. Owing to the great diftance 
from any certain Navigation, the Coal and : 
(June is brought from other Counties at * 
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great expence, and the produce of the Couch 
try obliged to be carried by land, thro* fome 
of the worft roads in the Kingdom, to a 
Market. For this Town jpid neighbourhood 
towards the Weft entirely, and many miles 
Southward, is fupplied with large Coal from 
the Clee-Hifl, at the diftance of from, 12 to i6 
Miles ; thefe Coals coft ^t the Pit 9s. and 
is. loading per Ton (the Lime coils lefs) and 
including carriage, amounts from 20 "to 3©*'* 
(hillings per Ton, the prime coft at Stourport 
is faid to be 8s. 6d. the Coals at Penfax are 
low, but the quality inferior to thofe at the 
dee-Hill, or Stourport. 

An application was made in 1778, to Lord 
Vifcount Dudley, who offered to cjontraft for 
the delivery of any the greateft quantity of 
Coals on the banks of the Severn ; and it is* 
well known, that from Coajbrook Dale down- 
wards on both fides of that Rivtr, the mines 
are inexhauftibte. Application about the fame 
time was made to the wealthy Company car- 
iying on the Iron and Coal works in that 
Dale, to know if they would concur, v in open-. • 
ing a Canal from Buildwas Bridge to Wenlock. 

The fcheme was approved of, but it was 
mentioned that the Gentlemen of Hereford- 
fliire fhoutd confider what Goods and Mer-^ 
chandife they propofed fending ; as it was 
the largenefs of tonnage which fupported inland 
Navigation $ for it cannot, be contended tha^ 

any 
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any Canal attended with great "expend din bS 
fuccefsful, without the vaft advantage arifing 
from the cheapnels of coals in particular, thro* 
a Navigatipn upon moderate terms, and a 
large tonnage ; to which may be added, a 
variety of other Articles, fuch as Grain of 
all forts, Merchandise of every denomination* 
Timber, Veffels, Charcoal, Bark, Cider^ Malt, 
Mops, Wool, Leather, Lime and Lime-Stone, 
Iron in Pigs and Bars, and various other 
Article$. 

Almoft every fcheme for improving the 
Navigation of this Country proving abortive, 
thro* a continued fenes of unfuccefsful at- 
tempts; the defign feemed to be entirely 
given up by the Gentlemen of the County. 
But at length about the month of June, in 
the year 1790, the practicability of opening a 
communication with the ^Collieries and Stour- 
port (part of which had Been previoufly fur- 
veyed by Mr. Whitworth) .feemed to break 
forth again. A few Inhabitants of Leominfter, 
confifting moftly of refpe&able Tradefmen* 
confidered, that the idea of opening a com- 
munication by water, between . Leominfter and 
Stourpoit, had been agitated fome years before, 
and tho* approved of by men of rank and 
property, had, thro* fupinenefs in fome, . and 
felfifhnefs in others^ ended in difappointment ; 
they therefore fubfcribed a fmall fum of money 
to defray the expence of publishing a few 

Hand-Bills 
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Hand-Bills, and of inferring fome paragraphs 
in the Hereford Journal, merely to fpecify 
the . utility of the fcheme in Queftion. It met 
fome oppofition, and many, either thro* pre* 
judice or ignorance oppofed the plan, by ftate- 
ing, that navigable Canals far from being 
nfefiil and beneficial to the Country, would on- 
ly produce the contrary effeft, and by con- 
veying away its produce, occafion an artificial 
fcarcity and dearnefs of provifions. 

But the peculiar advantages of fuch a com- 
munication appearing evident, what had in the 
beginning been treated by fome in a ludicrous 
manner, blazed out by the force of its own 
iecommendation. Upon a more mature exa* 
mination of the imports and exports of this 
Country, it was approved of, with a com- 
mendable zeal and fpirit, by perfons of rank - 
and opulence, and met with almoft the una- 
nimous approbation of the Land Owners, thro* 
whofe lands it was of neceffity to pafs. 

♦ A Subfcription was made in order to enable 
Mr. Dadford to infpeft the ground from 
Leominjler to Stourport; part of his report 
being made out, it met the public attention, 
and a meeting' was therefore called at Leo- 
minfter to examine the pradticability of the 
proceeding. 

• The Lord Lieutenant of the County, the 
Right Hon. T. Harley, Sir Walter Blount 
Bart, and various other perfons appeared to 

fuppqj* 
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fupport it, when it was unanimouily fefolved* 
that a Canal between the County of Hereford 
and Stourport, would open ar communication 
with feveral extenfive Collieries and Lime 
works, and would in other refpecSts be of great 
public utility. 

A further fubfcription was then made. 
Mr, Dadfbrd was dire&fcd to make an accu- 
rate furvey of the propofed navigable Canal, 
and make his report as to the pra&icability 
and expence of the fame, at the next gene- 
ral meeting, which was to be held at Ten- 
bury .— JVf r. Dadford accordingly fluted that 
he had taken his levels of the propofed Canal 
( a plan of which he had delineated ) from 
Leominfter to Stourport, that three Tunnels 
would be requifite ; one under Putnal field 
near Orlton of 350 yards, another at Soufnat 
of 1400 yards, and the other under Aberley 
Hill near Penfax 3850 yards; that the latter 
part towards Stourport would prove extremely 
expenfive, but that the general eftimate of the 
propofed Canal, allowing for various contin- 
gencies, might not amount to more than 
82,907 pounds. 

A furvey was afterwards taken from this 
tpwn to Kington, which increafed the eftimate 
to 120,000!. The report was approved of, 
and an AA was obtained with lome oppofiti- 
on ; abotit 70,0001. were fubfcribed andfince 
then, a further Sum. of io,oool. The work 

A a is 
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k complcated from Soufnat to Leominfter, ex- 
cept the tunnel at Putnal field, which has 
hitherto baffled the efforts of. the Levellers 
and Miners ; but as there are but about 100 
yards to be perforated, it is expe&ed the 
difficulty will be foon overcome and coals 
landed on a temporary Wharf near this town- 
. To view the line of this Canal to Stourport, 
it appears furprifingly romantic, and, except the 
inclined plane, had every variety and difficulty 
to encounter. Befides the Tunnels, it has 
aquedu&s, the one over Team is of the great- 
eft magnitude and elevation. It defcends 
to the River Severn by 17 ftcps of locks. 
The level goes fo high about Tenbury and on 
each fide of k, that it feems to hang by the 
fide of the hills* and threaten to tumble 
down into the road. When this great work 
is compleated, great benefits are expe&ed to 
be derived from it by this town and neigh- 
bourhood. 

The Committee chofen for condu&ing this 
Bufinefs, are 

The Right Hon. Tho. Harley. Right Hoik 
Vifcount Bateman. Sir Walter Blount Bwt. 
Wm. Greenly Efq. T. Clutton Efq. Charles 
Berington Efq. • Rich. Dansey Efq. Tho. 
King Efq. The Rev. Dr. Dale. The Rev. Mr- 
Ingram and Mr. Richard Hayling. 

Solicitor. Fran. Edwards Efq. — -Treafurer. 

Phil. Davis Efq. 

Differtatiau 
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DISSERTATION 

ON THE 

General Produ&ions of the Country, 
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HIS town and neighbourhood is par- 
ticularly famous for five W's, Water v Wool, 
Wheat, Wood -and Women ; for as Blount fays, 
if England be the Paradife of Europe, this is 
the garden of England : and what is Paradife 
itfelf without it's Eve. ? 

The foil is naturally rich and fertile, and 
the air hereof is very healthy, as appears by 
the vivacity of the Inhabitants -, for as a good 
foil is generally attended with a good air, the 
Inhabitants live to a very old age : many aged 
people, who in other countries are confined to" 
their beds and chimney corners,, are here 
found in the fields both able and billing to 
work ; as the foil is fertile, fo are the women; 
fo^ the wife of one Jeremy Griffiths of the 
South Street, had four boys at a birth in 
1677, and fundry perfons now living in and 
near the Borough have very large families. 

The Cider produced in thifc part of the 

County of Hereford, is equal to any in the 

Kingdom,, efpecially the Redflreak, which is 

A a 2 called 
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called the mafculine, and the Moile the fe- 
minine cider. The Heyting is 3H0 deemed 
excellent, growing moftly between Leominfter 
and Ludlow. The ground in general yieldeth 
plenty of Corn, but every part is favourable 
to the bringing forth abundance of fruit, 
which thrives in an uncommon degree, mere- 
ly thro* the natural goodnefs of the foil. 
Here you may fee the highways and common 
lanes interfered with Apple and Pear trees, 
growing without the leaft care in cultivation -, 
for the ground itfelf is fo infclined to produce 
fruit, and that in fruit and tafte excelling 
moll others. The Golden Pippin, the Non- 
pareil &c. are excellent fruit for the table, 
and when properly prefeyved, viH endure good 
for a feries of years. The quantity of Red- 
ftreak and Golden Pippin trees however annu- 
ally decreafe, as no method has been hitherto 
found ou{ of propagating them, fo as to 
produce fruit equal in ftrength, flavour &c. 
to the original Apple. No garden can pof* 
fibly furpafi the general view of this part of 
the County during the Apple and Hop feafon* 
no bare racks, barren heaths, morafles or com- 
mons of any extent are to be met with ; the 
low grounds are extremely fertile, and the. 
hills are moftly either covered with thick woods 
or cultivated to their fummits.: the whole 
country indeed at that particular fcafon appears 
to a bqautiful advantage* Fox the method* 
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6[ making and treating Cider, Vide MarjhalL 
snd Sketches by the Rev. <J. Lodge. 

The fVbol in and near Leominfter, com- 
monly called Lemfier Ore, is a moft eftimable 
branch of commerce; it has been, frequently 
fold for thirty (hillings a ftone.. It equals, if 
not exceeds the Aquilean or Tarentine wool 
in the fouth of Italy, tho' it does not coft 
fo much charge and curiofzty in the ordering 
of it : for in thofe parts the Shepherds cover 
the Iheep with ikins, to preferve their wool 
from the injury of the bufhes, weather and 
dirt : here they are only houfed in the winter, 
which, with the virtue of the foil and hard 
fare upon the fallow grounds, produces the 
defired effedt: for if thofe fine [wooiled flieep 
be put into pafture grounds to feed, their 
wool will be courier, as their fiefh become* 
fetter, i Mr. Drayton thus writes of the wool. 
" Where lives the man fo dull, on Britain's 

fartheft (hare, 
" To whom did never found the name of 

Lemfier Ore, 
«• That with the filk work's web for fmali- 

nefs rtiay compare, 
€i Wherein the winder (hows his workeman* 

(hip moft rare ; 
«' So doth thi$ fleece excel all others in the 

land, 
* Being neatly bottomed up, by Nature's 
c^refuj, h^nd. 

M4 
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And in his battle of Agincourt, when he 
blazons the enfigns of the feveral (hires, he has, 

" A golden fleece fair Hereford doth wear. 
Alluding to the finenefs of the Lemfter wool 
in that (hire. 

Yet the great, and one of the principal prbdu&i 
of this fertile and pleaiant part of Hereford- 
thire, and indeed the main hope of the far- 
mer, is Hops : The cultivation of it feems pe- 
culiarly agreeable to the richnefs of the foil ; 
by it's produce many Planters have realized a 
genteel property, and fome farmers enabled to 
purchafe thofe eftates they formerly rented. 
Various have been the arguments to prove 
the final] profit to be obtained from hops ; 
fbme even have ventured to (ay, that the 
cultivation of that plant has been prejudicial 
to the Country ; but when we fee the Planters 
annually increafe and pay great attention to 
their lands in this line of cultivation ; when 
we fee even the Hop-dealers grow rich by their 
purchafes; a thought muft naturally ftrike 
amy perion, that thefe people cannot be fo 
void of fenfe, as not in a feries of time to 
be confcious of their own mtereft. • The fad: 
is, that in this branch of hu(bandry, of late 
years, twenty fucceed, for one who fails. 

Of the generality of the Hop Planters in 
the county, the moft fuccefsful, at leaft as to 
the major part, haVe been" thofe near Leo* 
mittfter. The natural fertility and richnefs of 

.■■- . % the 
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the foil is fo congenial to the growth of 
Hops ; the vicinity to the town enables them 
to obtain proper manure, which in the coun- 
try, where there is a large extent of ground 
to cultivate, cannot be fo properly attended 
to; what is befides, a weighty reafon, tho* 
little attention has been paid to it, their not 
having any tithe on their hops, but only 
(as I imagine) a fmall modus, which muft 
certainly empower them to derive more profit 
from their fales, than their Neighbours .who 
are fubjeft to the payment of it. 

To inveftigate the proper culture of hops, 
or to examine their various kinds, would be 
futile -, as they have been elfewhere £o ably 
treated. Fid: Mr. MarJhaWs rural (economy of 
Glbucejlerjhire, and Lodge's Sketches. 

It is however deemed requifite to elucidate 
and to endeavour to prove the argument alrea- 
dy advanced, as to the profit to be derived 
from hop plantations, and with deference to 
give reafons for deviating from the opinions 
of others who have treated the fubjed. This 
can only be done by calculating the produce 
el any certain fpot of ground, from it's firft 
planting, during the courfe of a few years : 
But then, in calculations of this nature, great 
care (hould be taken, not to run into extremes, 
as to the expence of cultivation, which feems 
to have been the defeft, (if any) of thofe who 
have hitherto treated the fubjed. J therefore 

fubmit 



[ 3oi T 

fibarit the following account, not as the ave- 
rage produce of the Country, but as a proof 
that a very fair profit is oftentimes to be ob- 
tained from this branch of Husbandry* 

CALCULATION 

Of the produce of 900 tumps of Hop 
Ground, taken from an a£hial exami- 
nation near Leominfter. 

NB. An Acre of Hop Ground conjijis of 
1000 tumps, equal to about two thirds of 
a Statute Acre. 



Fibst Year. 



kent 

Ploughing 

Manure 

Setting it out — 
Hop roots 300a 
at 4d. per 100 



Planting 

Working, Weeding &c. 



L. 
1 
o 

o 10 o 
o 26 



o 
o 
I 



Profit by a Crop of Potatoes 3 
LoJs — , 1 



10 o 
7 « 



10 o 

2 O 
I O 



3 o 
3 o 



Second 
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Second Year. 

L. S. D« 

Rent — i • to o 

Manure - — — 10 o 

Working &c. I 70 

Poles 2000 at 

los. per 100 — 10 o 
Picking, drying 4 Cwt. 

at il. per Cwt. 4 00 

Sacking &c. o 16 o 

Duty on 4 Cwt. 200 

Laft year's lofs — 1 00 



Profit by 4 Cwt. at 5L 
per Cwt. 



Lofs 



Rent 



T 1 , ' 




** 


21 3 







20 O 







1 3 








Third Year 



1 10 o 
10 o 
o 



Manure — *— . 

Working &c. . 1 7 

Picking, drying, Sacking 

4CwthaIf at il.per Cwt 4 10 o 

Duty on ditto 250 

.Laft year's lofs 130 



11 5 o 



Profit by 4CWL half at 

4I. per Cwt.... 18 o o 



Pyofit 



6 15 o 
B b Fourth 
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FoVETH YEAl. 

L. S. fev 

fcerit, Manure, Work, 3 7° 

Poles 200 

Picking, drying, &c. 

6Cwt at il. per Cwt 60 o 

Duty obi dktd 300 



14. q 6 
Profjt by 6Cwt at 9L per Cwt 54 o o 



Profit .«r 39 *3 o 

JUft yearns Profit 6 15 o 



profit — i - — i— 46 8 



Fifth Year 
-Rent»- Manure, Work 3 7° 

Poles 100 

Picking, drying &c. i2Gwt at 

il. per CWt. 12 o *o 

Duty on ditto — — • '6 o o 



Profit by 12 Cwt at 
3I.. 1 os- per Cwt 



Profit 

Laft: year's Pixrfit 

Profit 



22 

42 


7 








*9 
46 


*3 
8 






66 


1 






Befides 



[ 204 ] 

Bdfcfes, it muft not be thrown out of the 
Calculation to make proper allowances, where 
the various branches of Hufbandry, are done 
by a careful Planter, who raifes the greateft 
part of the Pole? on his eftate, and buys the 
remainder out of the annual falls, which in 
this woody country are made in the adjacent 
coppices i who likewife has his hop-yard worked 
by his regular Labourers; for then we mud 
fuppofe, that the expence will be greatly di- 
minified ; more particularly fo ia plough hop- 
pards, where the Planter does the work with 
his own team, men &c. in that cafe, the ex- 
pence in a large, extent of ground, cannot be 
above twoythirds. 

In the flnall eftimate above, we fee that the 
Planter has a real furplus balance of fixty-fix 
pounds one (hilling in four years ; there not 
being any produce the firft year, it cannot be 
reckoned. Now if one pound be annually al- 
lowed for bringing in a frefty fupply of Poles, 
it will be fome time before the great expence 
of ten pounds will be again deemed j^eceflaryj 
which in a newly planted Hop-yard, joined to 
the firft non-produ6tive ye^r, makes fo confi- 
derable a reduction in the prefent profits. 

As to the article of manure ios. per annum 
per acre, as a regular * expence, will doubtlefs 
be deemed too much by many ; to avoid this,. 
3 cuftom has lately prevailed, fcho* 4 among 
few, which is that of lowing turnips in their 
Bb 2, Plough" 



[ *<>5 ] 

Plough Hop-yards between the rows, and hav- 
ing them afterwards eaten off by fheep. This 
method mud greatly tend to meliorate the foil, 
and to diminish the quantity of manure, which 
otherwife muft of neceffity be expended on it. 

Again, fuppofing an acre of planted hop- 
ground to produce 5 Cwt. of Hops, the ex- 
pence on an Average upon the Planter has 
been afcertained by intelligent perfons, to be 
in the following ratio per each Cwt. 

i». s, D. 

Rent and taxes at il- 10s. per Cwt. 060 

Drefling aud working ditto 060 
Supply of Poles annually, 

200 per Acre ditto o 5 9 

Manure ditto 040 

Picking ditto o 11 o 

. ^Drying ditto 060 

Duty at 10s. per Cwt. ditto o 10 o 

Sack ditto o 40 

Sacking ditto o 06 

The average expence of a Cwt of hops % 12-6 



Let it now be confidered, who the perfons 
are, who become Lofers by this branch of 
commerce ; it will be found, \Jl that the lofs 
generally fells on thofe, who entirely depiend 
upon thejr hops for the profit of their farms, 
tod who of . cohfequence in a great year of 
Hops, kre reduced to the neceflity of felling 

at 
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at perhaps 30 or 40 (hillings per Cwt, not 
being fufficiently rich, fo as to afford to keep 
a large ftock upon their hands. At this low- 
price, which feldom happens, they do not lofe 
much, and I have known fome who hav-- 
ing kept a few bags in relerve, by the in- 
credible advance in the price, have been enabled 
to make up their lofs by a fmall quantity, 
and even obtain an overplus balance, indfy a 
lofs generally happens to thofe who (peculate, 
who having purchafed a large quantity, and 
the market dropping, perhaps thro* the profped' 
of a fair crop the enfuing year &c. muft of 
neceflity be* obliged to difpofe of them with 
lofs, as all who deal in that manner muft do, 
and fometimes pay dearjy for their experience ; 
but it generally happens thro' the prior reafon, 
viz : that they cannot afford to keep them. 
Therefore it is moftly the cafe that a Hop-: 
Dealer or Planter, who is rich, will, with 
. proper care and affiduity, become richer ; and- 
oh the contrary the perion who ventures up* 
on a fmall ftock, and aiming at profit makes' 
his purchafes at a high price, on a iudden de-*: 
preffion in the value, will be fometimes oblig- 
e4 to fell, in order to pay others; and thus 
by not only lofing his intereft, but likewife 
diminifhing his pritqipaly will be foon annihilate 
ed in the commercial world, whilft a richer 
man would weather <}ut the ftqrrn- 

Tfee' 
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Thp chief argument* which are alledged a- 
gainft Hop-yards in genual arc, that they 
moftly prove injurious to the Landlord, by tbs, 
Tcoaot taking too much owe of that parti-; 
cular part of the eftate, and expending all his 
manure there, when it fhould be partly diftri- 
buted over his pafture and tillage, and that 
the holders of hop-farms are for the moft part 
flovenly ovcf the reft of their land &c. &c. 
But let it be conftdered, that # kaft that 
part of the farm rauft be meliorated, and the 
Tenant enabled to pay a larger rent than he 
poffibly could for a tillage farm : befides, Hop- 
yards arc moftly nurferies for orchards, and by 
the time the hop-yards become old and un- 
profitable, the Landlord has the fatisfaction of 
feeing a fine young orchard on his eftate, the 
tearing of which, on other lands, is attended 
with much trouble and expence; as to the 
Tenant (pending the greateft part of his time 
on them, it muft reafbnably be expe&ed, that 
an induftrious man who has the world to fight 
with, to obtain a livelihood, and maintain a 
family, will of courfe endeavour to promote 
what coincides moft with his own intereft, and 
ftriye during the term of his Leafe, not % 
only to pay his rent, but if fortune fliould 
finile upon him, to lay by fomething for a raw 
*? Day. 

From the great increafe of our .Breweries in 
various parts of the Kingdom during late years^ 

♦ . this 
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this article is become abfolutely* heceflaty, rthich 
muft not only be produftive of a great reve- 
nue to Government, but iikewife tend greatly 
to enhance the national richnefs and commerce. 
Thus upon the leaft failure in a crop, as the 
deficiency muft abfolitfely be fupplied, they 
who have any ftock by them, will be amplf 
indemnified, and be well reimburfed for the 
intereft of their money. . ' 

Modern improvements in agriculture have 
not made a very rapid progrefs ; many fanners, 
particularly thofe who ane rack tenants, do 
not much choofe to leave the old beaten tiadt 
The method of watering their meadows feetn* 
to be tolerably well underftood, yet not gene- 
rally put in pra&ice. 

The Oak, A(h, Elm and Poplar prevail moffi 
as timber, yet we are not without plenty rf 
«very other kind, that are to be found in other 
countries* The willow or fallow is very much 
planted, particularly in the low grounds near 
the banks of the Lug, the Arrow &c where 
it proves wonderfully produ&ive in fupplying 
hop-poles for the hop-yards* As to Shrubs, 
the Hawthorn, Blackthorn, or Sloe tree, the 
Dpg-rofe or Hypbriar, wilcj Honey-fuckle, com- 
mon Briar, Hazel, Furze, Broom, Juniper, Fern 
and a great variety of Shrubs, Plants &c. glow 
Jpontaneous in (he hedges, woods and uncul- 
tivated places. 

The Country affords nearly an equal (hate 
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of paflure and 'arable land : it produces ex- 
cellent Wheat, Barley, Peas and Oats; the 
compoft generally ufed is dung and lime. 
The low grounds are extremely fertile, the high 
varioufly fo. 

There is a great variety in the foils of this 
Country ; but it chiefly confifts of a deep rich 
day, in many places ftiff , in others loofe and 
mellow; in fome places loomy, in others mar • 
ty, all of a colour inclining to red. There is 
neither flint or chaJlc to be met with; nei- 
ther is there any fharp fand or gravel to be. 
found upon the furface. There are many good 
Quarries, which afford excellent ftone for tile 
and paving, as well as pendal and wall ftone: 
yet not a mineral of any kind does this Neigh- 
bourhood produce, tho 9 coal has been bored 
for in diverfe places* 
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No. I 



j[ HE Suit and Rent to Leominfter, in 
the time of Edward the Confeflbr and William 
the Conqueror (from Domefday Book) and 
rendered Cuftom. 

To the Conqeror. 
Hugh Aluc, Hatfield, 5s. 

Ofborn Son of Richard, Mapleton, 502, of 

Silver, 
Orfo de Abetot, Butterly, 3s. 4d* 

The Abbefs, Fencott 3s, j\d. 

Roger de Lacy, Hampton Richard 

for Rent 13s. 4d. 
Hampton Mappenor 
Sarnesfield Roger, for Taxe^ 
Gaterhope is. id.' 

Ralph de Todeni, Feme, Brimfield* 

Sarnesfield, Eton, us. iod. 

Will, de Scohies, Rifbery, Wharton, 1 is. iod. 

Newton, Dilwin, 

Hatfield, 1 Quarts of Honey* 

William Son of the Norman, Bradford, is. 8d, 

Drogo Son of Ponz, Hampton Wafer, 

Hamniflb,- 8s. 8d. 

C c Durand 
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DurandVice Comes, Middleton, 5s. 

Ilbert, Dilwyn and Luntly, 5s. 

Alac, 'and Hyde, 5s. 

Griffin the Youth, of Land, and what Louvin 
held, 2 days labour in the 

Roger de Mortimer, Wigmore Caftle and ibme 

• • Lands in Brtphfield, as. id. 

to theCofifefibr, and feparat- 

ed from Leom. before the 

Conqueft. 

Abftradt. 

Pemefoe Rents 23I. os. od. 

\ 6 Members Rents 35I. 15s. 3d., 

Foreign' Suitors Rents 4I. 6s. id. 



63L is. 4d. 



Np. 11. 

-The original Charter is enrolled in the 
Ttoweiyon the roll called Carta Attfiwa. 
Vid. No. '7. 

- " : <*• No. III. 

The-ABbot'iCorhmiflSon for Conflicting, his. 
L.: .:. / -Officers. MS. Lat: 

THOMAS by the'Divine Permiffion, Abbot' 

'•' •■' of 
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of the Monaftery of Reading: T O A L L to* 
whom thefe prefent Letters fhall come, health: 
Know* ye, that -we confideing in the Circum- 
fpedtion, Fidelity and Induftry of our wellbe- 
loved Thomas Staunton, and John HafelTour" 
Fellow Monks of the Monaftery afore{aid, v as 
alfo of John Ruflell and John Luntley, have 
conftituted them jointly and feverally our 
Stewards, Bailiffs and Attornies of our, 
Manor of Leominfter, together with our, 
poffeffions in the County of Hereford, and; 
allv their Angular Appertenances whatfoever, as ; 
well to hold all our Hundred Courts and Hal- 
lymots there, as alfo in our Name to chal-; 
lenge and ufe all our Liberties and Franchifes> 
and Conufance of Pleas, before what Judges.- 
foever, or in what Courts or other places foever, .'. 
and by whomfoever, they (hall be exhibited*; 
and thofe Pleas to hear and determine, as alfo s 
to perform, exercife and ufe all thofe thing? 
for our Honour and Profit that rightfully be- ; 
long to the Bufineifs aforefaid, | within the JLi- > 
berty aforefaid. The faid John Ruflell taking ; 
yearly for performing the aforefaid Bufinefs, the . 
accuftomed Fees. And we will ratify and con- 
firm whatfoever the faid Stewards, Bailiffs, and 
Attornies, or any one of them fhall do in 
the premifes. Giving alfo in charge to oui\. 
Tenants and Subjeds of our faid Manor and 
Liberty, that they be attending, obedient, aiding 
and affifting to our Stewards, Bailiffs, and^ 
C c 2 Attornies, 
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Attornics . aforefeid, in the Exercife of their 
Offices, as it becomes them. In Witnefs where- 
of to thefe prefents our Seal is put. Given 
at Reading the 2znd of May in the Year of 
King Henry the fixth, fince the Conqueft. 

Another of the fame kind. MS. Lat: 

To all to whom this prefent Writing (hall 
come, health in the Lord. Know ye that we 
by the Divine Permiflion, Abbot of theMo- 
naftery of Reading, have Affign'd, Ordain'd, 
and Conftituted our beloved Brethren in Chrift, 
Thomas Staunton and John Hafell our fellow 
Monks, and alfo Rich, Wygmore and Thomas 
Mordesford jointly syid feparately Bailiffs, Ste- 
wards, Attornies and Deputies. To hold all 
our Hundred Courts, within our Liberty of 
Leominfter, in the County of Hereford. And 
to hear and determine all Pleas belonging to 
us and our faid Monaftery, or that fhali hap- 
pen within our faid Liberty. And further to 
do and determine whatfoever fhall belong to 
the Steward, and Bailiff in the faid hundred, 
and belong to the faid Court. And we will 
ratify and allow whatfoever the faid Thomas 
and John, Richard and Thomas, or any one 
of them, fhall do in the Premifes, during our 
Pleafure. In Witnefs &c. the ift of Nov. in 
the Year of the Reign of King Henry the 
YJ. fince the Conqueft* 

The 
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The firft Commiffion of the Ld. Abbot 
was dire&ed only to the laid Brethren and 
fellow Monks and Richard Wygmore jointly, 
in the 9th Year of the Reign of K. Henry 
IV. 

Copy of a Bond .for an under Bailiff of the 
Town of Leominfter. MS. Latz 

Let it appear to all Men, We John Son 
of Giles of Bradfield, Wm. Salisbury, Henry 
Hoker and Wm. Tanner Jun. of Leom. are 
holden and every one of us by this Writing 
are firmly Bounden to the Abbot of Reading 
and the confent of the fame and their Suc- 
ceffors in 20I. fterling, to be paid to them, 
or their certain Attorney, at Leom. at the 
Feaft of the AsceiL of the Virgin Mary next 
coming, to which payment truly to be 
made at the day and place aforefaid, We do 
bind ourfelves and every one of us, our Heirs 
and Executors. In witnefs whereof we have 
to thefe Writings put our Seals. Given at 
Leominfter on Sunday the Feaft of the Con- 
verfion of §t. Paul, in the 6th Year of King 
Richard II. fince the Conqueft, 

Under Condition that if the within, named 
John Son of Giles Bradfield, doth well and 
truly ferve the faid Abbot and Convent o{ 
Reading and their Keepers of Leominfter, in 
the Office of Under Bailiff of the faid Town, 
and doth well and truly execute all Symmona, 

Attachments* 
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Attachments, Diftrefles and Executions; And 
doth faithfully account for the profits extradt- 
ed out to him, with the faid Keepers of 
Leom. and pay the lame when then required, 
then this Writing to be void or elfe to remain 
in its full force. 

No. V. 

9 A Corrody for an Under Goaler for Life. 

THIS Indenture made between Richard Ab- 
bot of the Monaftery of Radyng and the 
Convent of the fame place, on the one part, 
and John Lunteley of Lu&on on the other 
part, Witnefleth, that the faid • Abbot and ' 
Convent have demifed and granted to the faid 
John the Cuftody of the ' Inner Gate of the 
Manor of Leom. to hold for 99 years, if he ' 
live fo long, fo that the faid John fhall be 
Deputy at the Goal of the Manor to keep 
the fame, with the Prifoners received in the 
fame, and that hereafter, during his Life fhall 
be received there, and alfo, if any one for 
whatfoever Caufe taken, attached or arretted 
and delivered to- his Cuftody. the fame, . he " 
fhall fafely keep; and fhall be obferving to 
the faid Abbot and Convent of Redyng, and 
to- the Keep or Keeps of Leominfter for the 
time being, in all lawful and honeft commands, * 
and for the obferving of which, the faid Ab- 
bot 'and Convent grant, to hmu' that during ' : 

the 



the faidTerm, fo Ipog if he lives, he (hail 
receive in the Hall Qf the Manor of Leom. 
his Victuals in Meat and Drink, as the ferv- 
ing men (Falettus) do every day there. And 
moreover the faid John (hall receive every 
Year during his Life* one Robe of the fort 
qf the ferving men and 4s. for his Salary, 
with all fmall profits belonging and •' due to * 
the faid Office. And if the faid John for any 
neceflary Caufe, appearing to thg faid Keeps*, 
(hall abfent himfelf or by Infirmity cannot per- 
fonally execute his Office, he (hall .receive eve- 
ry Day 2 white Loaves and a flaggon of the 
beft Ale, with a mefe of Meat or Fi(h* as 
the ferving men (hall be ferved with in the 
Hall on thofe days. And. he is to find a 
fjifficient Servant, for whom hp will be an- 
(jverable to execute the (aid Office during fuch 
his abfence. And if it (hall fo happen, that 
he cannot through debility, execute the faid 
OffieQ personally, he is then to .find at his. 
*,wn charge a fit and fufficient . perfon to -fe- 
curely keep the faid Office. 1q witnefs. where- • 
of to one part of thefe Indentures, the Abbot 
and. Convent have put their common Seal,, 
and to the other part the faid John hath his 
Seal, dated at Redyng on Thurfclay after the 
Feaft of St: Simon and Jude, An. 1 7 Rich; II. 

• 11 Hen. 4. This Indenture made ontheEvqt 
of the fedft of the Bleffed Viigiri Mary, Aiino 

11. 
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ii* Hen. 4. Witnefiefch, that it is agreed 
between the Religious Men, Tho. Eflee, Lord 
Abbot of the Monaftery of Reding and the 
Convent of the fame {dace on the one part, 
and John Spycjr of the other part, viz. f that 
the (aid Abbot and Convent do grant and de < 
mife to John Spycy the Office ot Under Por* 
ttr of the White Gate of the Manor of Leo- 
minfter for his Life, by keeping which Office 
fuid alfo by overfeeing and affigning of the 
Hay, and Provender of the Stables for the 
guefts there, the faid John fhall receive of the 
laid Abbot, Convent and their Succeflbrs, eve- 
ry day during his life, one loaf called a pryk- 
ked loaf, and a loaf called a crowned loaf, one 
flaggon of fecond ale, and half a mefs accord- 
ing to the day, with a cup (pocello) or little 
Pot of the fecond ale, as often as it (hall be 
drawn to be ferved there, as the cuftom is. 
Befides he is to receive every day a white loaf 
of the Hall bread, a cup (or pot) of the beft 
ale, and half a mefs according to the Provifion 
of th6 day, and every year 6 yards of Cloth 
of the Boy's fort ; and if the faid, by illnefs, 
infirmity or negligence, do not execute his faid 
Office, he is to find at his own charge another 
honeft man to perform the faid Office. And 
if he abfent himfelf from keeping the faid 
Gate, one whole natural day without licence, 
from the Keep or Keeps of the faid ^Manor ; 

the 
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the afl^wancc above-mentioned (hall be With- 
held. In witnefs whereof to our Plart of this 
Indenture 'remaining with the faid John, the 
faid Abbot and Convent have put their com* 
tnon Seal, and to the other part, the faid John 
SpyCey hath put his Seal, dated at Reading 
the day and year above- mentioned;* 

Tits Indenture made between Richafd, At* 
bot of the Monaftery of Radyng and the 
Convent of the farhe place, on the one part \ 
' and John Lunteley of Ltrfton oh the other 
part, Witneffeth, that the faki Abbot and 
Convent have demifed and granted to the&id 
John, the cuftody of the Inner Gate of the 
Manor of Leominfter, to hold for 99 years if 
he live fo long; fo that the faid John (hall 
be deputy at the Goal of the Manor* to keep 
the fame with the Prifoners received in thfe 
fame, and that hereafter during his life (hall 
be received there, and alfo if any one for what- 
foever caufe taken, attached, or arretted and 
delivered to his Cuftody, the feme he (hall 
fafely keep ; And he (hall be obferving to the 
faid Abbot and Convent of Radyng, and to 
the Keep or Keeps of Leominfter for the time 
being, in all honeft and lawful commands. 
And for the obferving o{ which, the faid Ab- 
bot and Convent grant to him, that during 
the (aid term, if fo long he live, he fhaU 
receive in the Hall of tl*e .Manor of Le6min~ 
fie& his vi&uals in Meat and Drink as the 
D d ferviog 
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fcrving men (Valettus) do every day - there j 
and moreover the (aid John (hall receive everf 
year during his Life, one robe of the fort of 
the Serving men, and 4s. for his Salary, with 
all ftaall Profits belonging and due to the faid 
Office : And if the faid John for any necefla- 
ty caufe appearing to the faid Keeps fhall ab* 
fent himfelf, or by infirmity caftnot perfonally 
execute h» Office, he- fhall receive every day 
two white loaves, and a flaggon of the beft 
ale, with a mefs of meat or filh. as the ferving 
men (hall be ferved with in the hall on thofe 
days > and he is to find a fufficient Servant, 
for whom he will be anfwtrable, to execute 
the laid Office during his abfence. And if it 
fhall fb happen that he cannot thro* debility^ 
execute the faid Office perfonally, he is then,to 
find at his own charge a fit and fufficient 
jperfon to fecurely keep the laid Office. In 
•witnefs whereof &c. 

Dated at Redyng on Thurfday after the 

Feaft of St. Simon and St. Jude,—** 

Anno . 17 : Ric : 2di. 

No. VI. 

l SS& l ; Mary. The Charter of Incorpo* 

tption of Leomuifter. 
The original is enrolled on the Patent Roll of 
. the 1 ft year of Queen Mary, part • 1-5, re* 
maining in the Rolfs Chapel. 

The 



APPENDIX. • 22^ 



Trarifiated from the Latin MSi 



K 



The Queen, to all to whom &c. Greeting* 

WHEREAS, our Borough of Leomyn- 
fter als Leompfter, in our County of Hereford 
is an ancient Borough, and hath been a par-" 
eel of the late pofleffions of the Priory of 
L,eomynfter als Leompfter in the fame Cobpty, 
which Priory wa$ a Cell annexed to the late* 
Monaftery of Redinge in our County of Berks. 
And that the Burgefles, Men and Inhabitants 
of the fame Borough for the time being, have 
been acquitted time immemorial from County 
Courts, Hundred Court s^ and from all Pleas, 
and Complaints, Toll, Paffage and Carriage, 
and that they may fell and buy wherever they 
will) over all England* without Toll ; and that 
nobody may difturb them by land or by wa- 
ter. And that they may not be fummoned 
nor impannelled upon Affizes, Juries, Attain- 
ders, Recognizances or any other Inquifitions 
before Jyftices of Affile or Goal delivery, or 
Juftices of the Peace, or any other Juflices 
without the faid Borough tQ be taken. And 
that the fajd Borough aforefaid* have time 
immemorial, peaceably had* held and enjoyed,, 
as well the laid difcharges, freedoms, and im-s 
munities,. as feveral other rights, . jurifdi&ions 
liberties, franchises, privileges, difcharges* free., 
doms and immunities* as well by prefodption* 
*£ by reafon or pretence of feveral Charters*, 
D d 2t Grants* 



Grants and Confirmations, by fevcral of our 
Anceftors Kings of England, to fome Abbots 
of the (aid Moqaftery of Redinge^and other- 
'wife heretofore anciently made. — Which Borough 
and the Men and Inhabitants thereof, have 
been governed time immemorial, and are yet 
governed by one Bailiff and twenty-four Bur* 
geffes, de&ed and nominated from among them- 
ielves from time to time. And which Borough 
with other pofleflions of the (aid late Monafte- 
ly and Priory, came to the hands of our moft 
dear Father Henry the Eighth late King of 
England, by reafon of the Diffolution of the 
laid late Priory of Leomynfter and of the faid 
late Monaftery of Redinge $. And the fame 
Borough is now in our hands; and whereas 
the Inhabitants of the faid Borough of Lcomyn- 
Iter, for the better rule and government of them^ 
and the improvement of the fame Borough* 
have humbly prayed x& 9 that we woyld be 
pleafed to make, bring and create the fame 
Inhabitants into a Body Corporate and Poli- 
tic. KNOW YE, that we, for the care* 
indufby «antf fiuthful Services of the Bailiff, Bur, 
gefles and Inhabitants of the Borough of Leo- 
minfter aforefaid, in the time of the Rebellion* 
fey John Utc Duke of Northumberland attaint- 
ed and convifted of High Treafon, and his 
Confederates attempted againft us> our Grown 
*nd Dignity, heretofore done us as by loyal 
Subjects, in that according to their ftrength 

and 



and ability, they did, y as v*e aretiifijfaied, _va-, 
Jiantly withftand the (aid late Du,kc and his 
Confederates aforefaid, who to us were, moft 
troublefome, quelling as much as in tkem Jap* 
their raih attempt: being willing of Pur clemen* 
cy further tojconftdt the intereft, profit, an4 
advantage of the Bailiff, Burgefles and Inhabi- 
tants of the Borough afciefcid, and their. Sy% : 
cellars, as well in coi^fideration of the pre^ifo, 
as of their hearty affe&ion towards us» and* 
gracioufly granting the Petition afarefiud of our 
fpecial grace, certain knowledge and more 
motion, have granted, and by thefe prefents 
for ourfetves, our Heirs and Succeflbrs, do grant 
to the fame Men* Burgefles and Inhabitants, 
that the fajne Borough and Town of Leomya- 
fter be hereafter incorporated of one Bailiff and 
Burgefles. And that the Burgefles, Men and 
Inhabitants of the fame Borough, by the name 
of Bailiff and Burgefles, of the Borough of 
Leomynfter, hereafter for ever be and fliall be 
one Body Corporate in thing, deed and name, 
. and one Community for ever* and that they 
have a perpetual fucceffion , and that by that 
fame name, they be and (hall be Perfons able 
and capable in Law to puixhaie, have, receive, 
and poffefs Lands, Tenements* Rents* PofiHfr- 
ons, Liberties,. Franchifes, Privileges and Here- . 
ditaments to themfelves and their Succfeflbrs, in 
Fee and Perpetuity, and that they the BailtfP 
w{ Burgefles and theif Succeflbrs, by the name 

of 
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of Bailiff and Burgeffes o^Leomynfter, can and 
may plead and be mifpleaded, anfwer and be an-v 
fwered, defend and be defended, before any 
Juftices or Judges whofoever temporal or fpiri- 
tual in any Courts gr Places whatfo$ver, and 
in all and lingular actions and cjufes, matters 
complaints and demands of what* kind or na- 
ture fbever they be, as our other Liege men, 
Perfons able and capable in Law can and may 
plead and be mifpleaded, anfwer and be anfwer- 
ed, defend and be defended, and that they 
the Bailiff and Burgeffes and the Succ^ffors of 
them hereafter for ever have and may ha,ve one 
common Seal to ferve for tranfa^ting their 
aflairs, and other matters happening or falling' 
out from time to time, within the Borough 
aforefaid ; And we will and by thefe prrfent* 
we ordain and grant, that always hereafter there 
he and fhall be in the Borough aforefaid, 
twenty and five of the better and more honeft 
and difcreet Inhabitants of the fame Borough, 
utfio fhall be called the Capital Burgeffes of the 
fame Borough, and that thofe Capital Burgefies 
of the fame Borough fhall make, be, and be 
called the Common Council of the Borough 
aforefaid, for all things, matters and affairs, , 
touching or concerning the Borough aforefaid, 
and the Rule and Government thereof ; And 
we will and by thefe Prefents for ourfelf, our 
Heirs and Succeffors, we ordain and grant that 
whenfoever it fhall happen, that any of the* 

faroe. 



fame capital Burgefles aforefaid, for the timt 
being cjies, or is removed from his place and 
office -of Capital Elurgefs, or departed with his 
family from that Borough, that then and fo 
often, it may be lawful, and (hall be lawful 
for other Capital Burgefles of the fame* Bo* 
rough yet furviving or remaining* or for the 
major part of the fame to eleft, nominate and 
provide one other of the more better and more 
honeft, difcreet Inhabitants of the Borough afore* 
faid, in the room of him who thus dyeth, or 
who is removed from his place, or who de- 
parteth with his Family from that Borough; 
and this as often as the cafe (hall thus happen; 
and moreover we have granted, and by thefe 
prefents we do grant for ourfelf our Heirs and ; 
Succeffors to the aforefaid Bailiff and Burgefles 
of the faid Borough of Leomynfter and their 
Succeffors for ever, that the Capital Burgefles 
of Jthe faid Borough for the time being, or 
the Majority of them hereafter at all times to 
fom$ yearly on Monday next after the Feaft • 
of St. .Michael the Archangel, at the Forbury 
Yate-houfe of the Borough aforefaid, or in 
fome other convenient place within the Borough 
aforefaid, can and may freely and lawfully eledt 
and . gLOtoiiijfte one more difcreet and fubftanti- 
a,l Perfon from among themfelves the fame 
Capital IJurgeffes for a Jfciliff of that Borough > 
who, for one year j from that time next enfu- 
ing, fhall be in tha fame Office, and lhall 

bear 
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bear, exercife and execute the Office of a Bai» 
liff of the Borough aforefaid, in and through 
all things for the fame time, if Be (hall live 
lb long ; and if he (hall deceafe within the (aid 
year, or in any wife (hall be removed from 
his Office, then they can and may within fix 
days next following after his deceafe or re- 
moval, freely eleft and nominate another Bur- 
gefs from among themfelves to continue fot 
the feme year in the room of him £o deceaf* 
ed or being removed ; which Bailiff fo nomi* 
nated or elefted in the room of him that de* 
ceafed of was removed, (hall exercife and may 
and can exerafe the Office of a Bailiff afore* 
laid, until Monday next after the Fcaft of 
St. Michael, then and immediately following 
foch nomination and eleftion fo had and made. 
And that he who (hall be fo elected into the 
Office of Bailiff of that Borough, (hall fror*i 
that time every year enfiiing after his Ekftion 
before the Old Bailiff of that Borough for the 
time being, in the Forbury Yate-houfe afore- 
faid, or in fome other convenient place of thg 
fame Borough wherein he (hall be ele&ed, take 
his Corporal Oath yearly in due form of Law 
for the faithful executing of that Office ; And 
that the Bailiff aforefaid for the time being* 
and his Succefibrs yearly from that time for 
ever, can and may with the aflent of the Ca^ 
pital Burgeffes of the Borough aforefaid, or of 
the major part of the (ame on the (aid Mon- 
day next after the Feaft of St. Michael the 

Archangel 
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Archangel, and fo from time to time nominate, 
deft and appoint Conftables and other all and 
fingular Minifters and Officers of the Borough 
aforefaid, and that the Bailiff and Capital Bur- 
^effes of the Borough aforefaid for the time 
being, and their Succeffors or the Majority of 
them from time for ever, from time to time, 
as fliall feem moft expedient to them, have 
and can and may have power and authority of 
fummoning, nominating and eleding and apt 
pointing all and lingular Men whomfoevefc 
inhabiting within the faid Borough, not exceed- 
ing the number of twenty-four Buigefies, into 
the Office of inferior Burgeffes of the Borough 
aforefaid. And know ye further, that we af- 
figned, ele&ed, nominated and appointed, and 
by thefe prefents for ourfelf, our Heirs, and 
Succeflbrs, WE do nominate, eled, affign and 
appoint Humfry Streete of Leominfter afore- 
faid,, to be the firft and prefent Bailiff of the 
faid Borough of Leominfter, and that he (hail 
remain and continue in the Office of Bailiff of 
the faid Borough, until Monday after the Keaft 
<rf St. Michael the Archangel, next to come, 
. and upon the fame Monday until another be 
ele&ed, preferred and fworn into that Office, 
if the feme Humfrey Streete fhall live fo long; 
and Know ye, that we have affigned, nominat- 
ed, ordained and appointed, and by th0fc pre- 
fects foe ourfelf, our Heirs, and Succeflbrs, 
we do affign, nominate, ordain %nd appoint 
E e our 
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Our beloved and trufty Sergeant Philip Hobby 
Knight, and our beloved Robert Phillips, AI* 
ban Byrch, John Hyllefley, John Polle the 
elder, William Streete, RichanJ Perren, Richard 
Meyricke, Henry Stewarde, Thomas Baker* 
John Jay, John Shoter, John Kewe, Nicholas 
Bayly, Philip Morris, Humfrey Monde, Ed- 
ward Colebache, George Monox, John Polle 
Baker, Richard Stevens, John Howells, Wil- 
Jiam Polle, Richard Trumper and John Cald- 
wall Inhabitants of the Borough aforefaid, to 
be the firft and prefent Capital Burgefles pf 
the Borough of Leominfter, as long as they 
behave themfclves well in that Office. And 
we will, and by thefe prefents we ordain and 
grant that the Bailiff of the Borough aforefaid 
for the time being, be and fhall Jbe our Juftice, 
our Heirs and Succeflbrs within the Borough 
aforefaid, and that he have full power and 
authority to keep our peace, our Heirs ahd 
Succeflbrs ; and to do and execute all other 
things, which belong to a Juftice of our peace 
or of our Heirs and Succeflbrs in any of oiir 
Counties of England, to do and execute for 
the good of our Peace, of our Heirs and Suc- 
ceflbrs, in all and Angular its articles witjiin 
the Borough aforefaid, according to the force, 
'form and effed of the Statutes and Ordinances 
'thereon provided. 

And to caufe all thofe whom they fhall 
'find, doing or transgrefiing againft the force, 
: • form> 
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form, and effed of the Statutes and Ordinan- 
ces aforefaid, to be punifhed according to the* 
Law of, our Land, and to hear and determine 
all and Angular thofe things according to the 
Law and Cuftom of our Kingdom of England*, 
ib* fully and entirely and in as ample a man- 
ner and form, as Juftices ©f the Peace in our 
County of Hereford, or elfewhere within our 
Kingdoti} aforefaid, before thefe times have had 
or executed or (hall have and execute for the 
future without the borough and liberty afore- 
faid. PROVIDED neverthelefs, that the fame T 
Bailift for the time being may not proceed to 
determine any felony without our fpecial man-* 
date, our Heirs and Succeffors, excepting tq 
us, our Heirs and Succeffors, all and fingulaj; 
Fines, Amerciaments, Redemptions and other 
Profits thence iffuing or growing. We have 
alfo granted and by thefe Prefents do grant 
for ourfelf, our Heirs and Succeffors to the 
Bailiff and ' Burgefies of the faid borough of 
Leominfter, and to their Succeffors, that they 
hereafter forever make and may have the efiay 
and afiize of bread, and wine, and ale, and 
of all otlier vendible Vi&uals whatfoever, an<J 
the corre&ion and punifhment of the fame, 
and of every parcel thereof, as often, and when 
there (hall be need, fo th^t no Clerk of 'the 
Mailcet of ours, our Heirs and Succeff<» may 
enter into the faid borough for the doing or 
cxercifing any thing belonging to his Office 

• . . Eu An4 
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Arid further of our more abundant grace, we 
<io, will and by thefe prefents for ourfelf, our 
Heirs and Succeflbrs, we do grant unto the 
Bailiff and Burgefles of the faid borough of 
iLeominfter, and to their" Succeflbrs, that . the 
fame Bailiff and Burgefles and their Succeflbrs 
may have and hold our Court of Record eve- 
ry fecond week (that is to fay) on Monday 
for ever, to be held in the. Court Houfe of 
the borough aforefaid, and that they have in 
the fame Court the like fame fort and flich 
power, jurisdi&ion and authority of holding 
perfbnal Pleas and Quarrels of* what kind fo- 
evcr, before the Bailiff and Burgefles of the 
borough aforefaid for the time being, or their 
Steward or Deputy; and of hearing .and de- 
termining all and Angular fuch Pleas and Quar- 
rels according to due form of Law, in as am- 
jple a manner and form as the laft Abbot eff 
the late Monaftery of Redinge in the County 
of iBerks, or any of his Predeceflbfs in their 
Courts of the faid borough, held from twb 
weeks to two weeks, ever before thefe times 
have had- or were ufed to have or ou£ht to 
have, and that they and their Succeflbrs here- 
.after for ever may have and hold in the Court 
Houfe of the borough aforefaid, on the fa$ 
Monday, all and all manner of perfonial Pleas 
&nd Quarrels, without our writ concerning, ajnd 
fot any fums of debt wlxatfoever, and concern- 
ing all* manner of Trefpafies, Detinues, Ac- 

comptfe 



comf>te, Agreements, Contra&s, C$ufes, and 
Demands whatfoever within that borough ari- 
sing or happening, to be heard and determined 
before the Bailiff and Burgeffes of the borough 
aforefaid, for the tlrfie being, or their fufficient 
Steward or Deputy, according to the Law and 
Cuftom of our Kingdom of England. PRO- 
VIDED neverthelefs, that fuch Debts, Damages 
br other Caufes whatfoever, do not amount to 
the, fum of five pounds ; and that the. Bailiff 
tf the borough afofefaid and the Burgeffes of 
the lame for the time being and either of 
them, and the Steward of the fame borough, 
br his fufficient Deputy have power and au- 
thority to hold hear and determine all and 
fingular fuch Pleas and Quarrels according to 
due form of Law and to proceed to judgment 
in and upon the lame and to make executi- 
ons thereof, as w^s ufed by and is confbnant 
to bur Laws of England : And moreover of 
our abundant Grace, we have granted to the 
aforefaid Bailifl and Burgeffes of the borough 
afdrefaid, and to their Succeffors, that the fame 
Bailiff and Burgeffes and their Succeffors from 
time to time as to them (hall feem meet, have, 
make and appoint one Sergeant of the Mace, 
br two Sergeants of the Mace, within the faid 
Iborough for the time being, to' make and ex- 
ecute Summons, Diftreffes and other, Attacl\- 
-merits and other Precepts of the Court aforefauj, 
lajpon all Goods, Chattels of Debtor or Debtors 

within 
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within the (aid borough, by virtue of a war- 
rant or precept, or any other Procefs what- 
foever, to be by the authority of the Court 
above-mentioned, or otherwife to them or to 
any of them from time to time directed ; and 
that the Bailiff and Burgefles of the borough 
aforefaid and their Succeffors, for ever by the 
{aid Sergeants or either of them may have Pow^r 
and Authority to attach any Men or Womeu 
whatfoever, by all their Goods and Chattels 
in any Pleas whatfoever, of Debt, Accompt, 
Trefpafs, Covenant and Detinue of Chattels and 
other perfonal A&ions within the borough 
aforefaid, in what manner foever made orarl- 
fihg, which {hall be moved or (hall happen to 
be moved before the Bailiff and Burgefles of 
the borough aforefaid for the time being, or 
their Steward or Deputy in the Court of the 
fame Bailiff and Burgefles within the faid bo- 
rough at the fuit of the Party ; And we have 
alfo granted and by thefe Prefents we do grant 
for ourfclf, our Heirs and Succeffors, unto the 
aforefaid Bailiff and Burgefles and their Suc- 
ceffors, that all and Angular Precepts, Warrants* 
Summons, Attachments and Mandates by the 
'Bailiff of the borough aforefaid for the time 
being, for any caufe or matter foever arifing 
to be granted, dire&ed or profecuted to the 
Sergeants of the Mace within the faid borough, 
or either of them be direfted, or by them or 
ky either of. them, according, to the force 

forn\ 



form and effeft of the Mandates, Warranti 
*nd Precepts aforefaid - to be duly executed and 
returned, and that all and Angular fuch Pre* 
cepts, Warrants, Summons, Attachments, 
and Mandates executed o;r returned by fuch 
Sergeants of the Mace, or either of theih 
(hall be of the fame effedt and force in Law, 
as if the fame Precepts, Warrants, Mandates, 
Summons, and Attachments had been direfted 
to our Sheriffs, our Heirs orSucceflbrs in any 
of our Counties of England for the time be- 
ing, and executed and returned by foch She* 
riffs. We have moreover granted to the afoifefaid 
Bailiff and Burgeffes and to their Succeflbrs, 
that they for ever have a Prifon or Goal in 
fome convenient place within the borough afore- 
faid, according to their difcretion therein to be 
limited and affigned for all and Angular Perfons 
whatfoever, that by the aforefaid Bailiff and 
Buigeffes or by their Deputy or Steward, fhaH 
be apprehended or taken within that borough 
from time to time, and all thofe Perfons that 
happen for any caufe to be committed to the 
Prifon or Goal aforefaid, to be there kept fafe 
and fecure, until they be delivered from thence, 
according to form of Law. And moreover of 
our more abundant grace, we will, and by thefc 
prcfents for ourfelf, our Heirs and Succeflbrs, 
we grant unto the faid Bailiff and Burgeflesand 
to their SuccefTors for ever, that they the fame 
Bailiff and Burgeffes and their SuccefTors, may 

by 
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by their la£ wills beq**e*th tenements, which 
they have or (hall purchafe to themfelves in the 
kid borough) to what Perfon or Perfons (bever 
they (hall pkafe, as they were ufed to do iij 
all refpe&s before thefe times. Provided never- 
thelefs, that they come not to Mortmain; 
and of our more abundant Grace, we have 
granted, and by thefe pref ents for ourfelf, our 
Heirs and Succeflbrs do grant unto the afore- 
laid Bailiff and Burgefles and their $ucceflors> 
that they and their Succeflbrs for ever^ have 
the return of all our Writs and Attachments 
fo that no Sheriff or other Bailiff or Officer of 
ours or of our Heirs, may enter that Liberty 
ibr the executing of the fame Writs and Sum- 
mons and Attachments, or the exercifing any 
other Office there, except in default of them 
the Bailiff and Burgefles and their Succeflbrs, 
and other their Officers there, and aKb that 
they have all and all manner of Goods and 
Chattels, waifs and eftrays and the Goods 
and Chattels of Felons and Fugitives happen- 
ing within the borough aforefaid ; fo that if 
any of the Men of the fame liberty ought to 
lofe his life or limb for any fault, or ftr&ll run 
away and will not ftand trial, or fhall commit 
any fault whatfbever, for which he ought to lofe 
his Goods and Chattels, wherefoever Juftice 
ought to be done him, whether in our Court 
or our Heirs, or in another Court ; that thfn 
it may be lawful for them and their Officers, 

without 
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twthout being hindered by us or our Heirs, 
Sheriffs, or other our Bailiffs or Officers what- 
foevefr, to take poffeffion of the Goods and 
Chattels aforefaid, within the borough aforefaid, 
and to retain them for the ufe of the faid 
•Bailiff and Burgeffes and their Succeffors; and 
that they have all amerciaments, year, Day 
and waft and deodands from all Inhabitants 
-within the faid borough, fo that the fame Bak 
liff and Burgeffes and their Succcflbrs, may by 
themfelves or their Sergeants or other Officers 
levy the . amerciaments, fines and deodands, 
goods of Felons of fuch Inhabitants, without 
being hindred by us, or our Heirs, Juftices, 
Efcheaters, Sheriffs, Coroners, or other our Bai- 
liffs or Officers whatfoever. 

And further we have granted and by thefe 
* prefents for ourfelf, our Heirs and Succeffors, 
we have granted to the aforefaid Bailiff and 
Burgefles and their Succefibrs, that they for 
^ever have and fhall have two Fairs within the 
borough aforefaid, to be kept yearly, (that is 
to fay) one Fair to be kept thereon the Feaft 
of St. Peter the Apoftle, and on the morrow 
after the feme Feaft, and another Fair to be 
kept there yearly on the Feaft of St. Simon 
and St. Jude the Apoftles, and on the morrow 
after the fame Feaft; WE have alfo granted 
that our Men of our Kingdom of England 
and Ireland and of all our and other lands 
may come to. the aforefaid Fairs, and may 
F f come, 
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come, and go well and in peace, - and may 
have all fuch liberties and acquittances, as the 
Mayor and Citizens of our City of Hereford 
in our aforefaid County of Hereford, have at 
the fairs in the laid City of Hereford in the 
County of Hereford. And of our more abun- 
dant grace, we have granted and by thefe pre* 
fents for ourfelf, our Heirs and Succeffors, we 
do grant unto the aforefaid Bailiff and Bur- 
gefles of the borough aforefaid, that the fame 
Bailiff and Burgefles and their Succeffors, have 
and fhall have for ever, for every week in the 
Year, on one day of the week (that is to 
fay) on Friday, one Market to be held in the 
borough aforefaid, with all the liberties and 
free cuftoms which our Mayor and Citizens of 
our City of Hereford aforefaid, or any others 
have or ought to have by reafon or pretence 
of fuch market in the faid City of Hereford ; 
WE have alio granted of pur fpecial grace, 
and by thefe prefents we do grant unto the 
aforefaid • Bailiff and Burgefles and their Suc- 
ceffors, that hereafter for ever they have, hold 
and enjoy, and can and may hold and enjoy, 
alkand Angular the fame, fuch and fuch like 
liberties, free cuftoms, franchifes, privileges, 
rights, jurisdi&ions, acquittances, difchaiges and 
immunities, which and fuch as and in fuch 
-manner as the Burgeffes and inhabitants, of the 
faid borough of Leominfter for the time being, 
heretofore had, held,, or enjoyed, or ought t& 

have 
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have hold, or enjoy, by reafon or pretence of 
any prefcription, ufage or cuftom heretofore 
time out of iriind had, or ufed, or by reafon 
or pretence of any Charter, Grant, or Confirm- 
ation, or fome Grants, Charters, or Confirma- 
tions, by any or fome of our anceftors or other-* 
wife made. And that the aforefaid Bailiff 
ele&ed for the time, and being for one year,, 
as foon as he fhall be thus eledted BailiiF, to 
be our Coroner and our Heirs within the bo- 
rough aforefaid, and fhall do and execute the 
Office of a Coroner, and all and lingular things 
which belong to the Office of a Coroner with, 
in the borough aforefaid, and that he fhall 
take an oath of well and faithfully executing 
that Office of a Coroner, by the fame Bailiff, 
before the aforefaid old Bailiff or Steward, w or 
fome other capital Burgefles in. the place afore- 
faid, before he take upon him and perform the 
Office of a Coroner aforefaid ; And that no 
other Coroner of our Heirs or SuccefTors fhaU 
in any wife enter into the (aid borough or 
the precin&s thereof. And we do, will, and 
by thefe prcfents for ourfelf, our Heirs- and 
Succefifors, we do ordain and grant that hereaf- 
ter there be and fhall be one Grammar School 
for the Inftru&ion and Education of Children 
and Youth in the borough aforefaid, to be 
fupported by the Bailiff and Burgefles of the 
borough aforefaid,. and their Succeflbrs for ever : 
And alfo of our more abund^t grace, we 
F f %. have 



*37 APPENDIX. 

have granted and by thcfe prefents we do grant 
for ourfelf, our Heirs and Succeflbrs unto the 
aforefaid Bailiff and Burgefles of the faid bo- 
rough of Leotninfter, that they hereafter have* 
enjoy and hold, and can and may have,. hold 
and enjoy to themfelVes and their Succefiors 
for everi all and Angular Lands, Tenements, 
Poffeffions and other things whatfoever, which 
hdve heretofore been had, or grknted unto 
the Bailiff, Burgefles, or Inhabitants of that 
borough, by the name of the Bailiff and Bur- 
gefles of the' borough of Leominfter in the 
faid County of Hereford, or by any othtr name 
or addition of name, or unto other Perfons to 
the ufe of the fame Bailiff and Bujgefies, or 
Inhabitants of the feme borough of Leottinfter, 
without impeachment or hindrance from us, 
our Heirs or Succeflbrs, or foine of our ©fleers 
or Minifters, or of our Heirs • or Succeflor? 
whatfoever, any Statute, A6t, Provifiony beforfc 
thefe tintes made, enafcted, ordained* or pro- 
vided in Any other thing, caufe or matter 
frhatfo&ver in any thidg notwithilanding ; and 
we do, frill, and. by thefe prefents for ourfelf, 
our Heirs and Succeflbrs, we do ordain and 
grant that the faid borough of Leominfter 
and the circumference ind compafs thereof, and 
4he jurisdidion of the f*me .hereafter, extend 
and ftretch out: and can and may extends *md 
can and may extend anfl- ftmteh oftt, *aa well 
in length and breadth as in circtoiference, 10 

the 
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the like and fuch bounds, nieers and limits, 
snd in fuch manner as the laid borough of 
Leominfter and the circumference and compafs 
qf the fame and the jurisdiction thereof, time 
out of mind extended and ftretched out, *od 
ufed to extend and ftretch; out (that is to fay) 
Eaftward as far as the bridges called Eftey 
bridge, and Hucke bridge, and Southward as 
far a field of Land called Bottolsgreene field, 
and Weftward as far as a field of Land called 
Myddylfield^ and Northward as far as a bridge 
called Spittlehoufe bridge ; and they {hall 
extend in circumference by going and pro- 
ceeding Southward, from the faid bridge, called 
Eftey bridge, by the water of Lug andKea*- 
water, as far as the faid bridge called : Hucke 
bridge, by going Southward by the Land and 
Pafture called the Hucke, and by the Land 
and P&fture called the Clofe Meadow,, and by 
the Land and Pafture called the Poles, and 
by the Land and Pafture . called Sturmye* 
Crofte, and by a field of Land called Swetnell, 
and by the Land and Pafture called the Haipes, 
at far as the faid field called Bottolsgrenefield » 
and from the faid field called Bottolsgrenefield 
by goiftg weft ward by a field of Land qalled 
the Wynyard field, and by a field of Land 
called Stonyftilefield, otherwife called Sandpit- 
fidd, and by a field of Land .called Stockyag- 
hill, as far as the faid field of Land catted 
Myddylfield, and from the fame field of land 

called 
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Called Middlefield by going northward by a* 
field of land called Wegnold field, as far as a 
rivulet and courle of water called Pynfwellyj. 
and from thence by a certain pafture called 
Old-field, as far as a meadow called the New 
Meadow ; and from thence by a certain pafture. 
called Ofborne, as far as the rivulet and courfe 
of water of Lugge, and from thence as far 
as the Mill called Crower's Mill ; and from 
thence as far as a certain clofe of land and 
pafture called Brickclofe, and from the fame 
clofe of land and pafture as far as a field of 
land called the Millfield ; and from thence as 
far as the bridge -called Spyttlebridge, and from 
the fame bridge called Spyttlebridge by going 
eafbyard by a field of land called Brunden, 
and by a land and pafture called the Lyes, 
as far as a rivulet and water called Ridge- 
mouth alia? Portman's Morelake ; and by the 
fame rivulet as far as the bridge aforefaid cal- 
led Eftey bridge ; And. that it fhall be lawful 
for the Bailiff and Burgefies of the faid bo- 
rough of Leomtnfter and their Succeffors froin 
time to time, to make perambulation or perao^ 
bulations thereof for the true and better knowv 
ing thereof,' to be had as often as it fhall feem 
to them neceffary to be done; and this with- 
out any writ or warrant therefore, from us* 
our Heirs and Succefibre in this behalf to be 
had or procured: And we do, will, and by 
thefe prefents for ourfrlf, our Heirs and Sue-* 

ceffori* 
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ceflbrs, we do otdain and grant to the aforc- 
faid Bailiff and Burgelfes, that from time to' 
time it may be lawful and (hall be lawful for 
the Bailiff and capital Burgefles of the borough 
aforefaid, or to the major part of the fame 
for the time . being, to make, ordain and efta- 
blifh good and wholefome, honeft and reafbn- * 
able Statutes, Ordinances and Conftitutions, a* 
well for the better rule and government of the 
Bailiff and capital Burgefles and other Officers 
and Inhabitants of the borough aforefaid for 
the time being, how they may carry and be- 
have themfelves in their offices and bufineffes, 
for the good of the Public dnd the common 
Intereft of the borough aforefaid, as for the 
better prefervation and difpofition of the lands, 
tenements, pofleffions and revenues given, grant- 
ed and affigned to the Bailiff and Burgefles 
aforefaid, and their Succeflbrs, or hereafter to 
be given, granted and affigned, and for other 
caufes and bufinefles touching or concerning 
the borough aforefaid, which Statutes, OrdL 
nances' and Conftitutions. being good, honeft 
and reafonable, will and require by thefe Pre- ' 
fents to be inviolably obferved ; Provided, that 
the faid Laws, Statutes and Ordinances to be 
made by the faid Bailiff and Burgefles be not, 
neither fhall be repugnant, nor contrary to 
the Laws and Statutes t)f our Kingdom, our 
Heirs or Succeflors : And that the burthens 
*of the faid borough of Leominfter, and of the 

Free 
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Free Grammar School, there may the better 
be fhftained ; KNOW ye therefore, that we 
in confideration of an hundred pounds of law- 
ful money of England, paid into the hands 
of the late Treasurer of the court of Augmen- 
tations and Revenues of the Crown of our 
moft Dear Brother Edward the 6th late King 
of England, by the Bailiff and Burgeffes of the 
faid borough of Leominftcr, to the ufe of our 
(aid Brother ; whereof it appears that our faid 
brother was fully fatisfied and paid : And the 
fame Bailiff and Burgeffes and their Succeffors 
have been acquitted and difcharged thereof, 
by the aforefaid Treafurers of the faid Court 
of our aforefaid brother j of our fpecial grace, 
certain Knowledge and mere motion, have giv- 
en, granted and by thefe prefents for ourfelf, 
our Heirs and Succeffors, Do give and grant 
unto the aforefaid Bailiff and Burgeffes of the 
faid borough of Leominfter, all thofe our Mef- 
fuages, Cottages, Lands, Tenements, Meadows, 
JPaftures, Rents, Reverfions, Services and He- 
reditaments whatfoever, called or known by 
the name or by the names of jCottage Rent 
in the faid borough of Leominfter or elfewhere, 
within our lordfliip of Leominfter in our 
.County of Hereford, parcels of our faid lord- 
fhiptof Leominfter, in the fame County of 
Hereford, and to the late Priory of Leomin- 
fter in the faid County of Hereford, formerly 
belonging and appertaining and being a- parcel 

of 
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.of the poffeffions thereof, which Priory of Leo- 
minfter was a cell annexed to the faid late M6- 
naftery of Redinge in the faid County of 
Berks, and all thofe 13 Mefluages, or Tene- 
ments of ours, and all our one .clofe of land with 
its appertenances now or late in the feveral 
tenures or occupations of Richard Polk, Thomas 
Butler, Rich. Baker, Evan Baker, John Wanck- 
len, John Poole, Hugh Symonds, Roland 
Milward, Owen Morrice, Hugh Coufen, Wal- 
ter Caldewall, John Powell, and John Howe, 
fituate lying and being in Leominfter aferefaid* 
within the Hundred of Wolphy in the faid 
county of Hereford, and formerly belonging 
and appertaining to the late fervice or Chan- 
try of the Holy Trinity in Leominfter afore* 
laid, and being a parcel of the poffeffions there- 
of ; and alfo all our Mefluages, Cottages, Gar- 
dens, Lands Tenements, Meadows, Paftures, 
Rents, Reverfions, Services and Hereditaments 
whatfoever, with the appts how or late in the 
feveral tenures or occupations of John Hays, 
John Polle jun. Thomas Mafkall, Nicholas 
Glover, Elener Awellen otherwife called Llyn, 
Richard Blewen otherwife called Richard Bylwen 
of Hockton, John Morris, John Addis, Wil- 
liam Badnecke, George Menewes, otherwife 
called George Menox, Maud Wankelin Widow, 
Maud Sebright Widow, Walter Watfon other- 
wife called Walter Whetfton, John Stephens, 
John Paties, John Payne, Henry Sheward, and 
Gg Hugh 
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Hugh Halwall, fituate lying and being in Leo* 
minfter aforefaid and Ivington and elfewhere in 
the laid County of Hereford, formerly belong- 
ing and appertaining to the late fervice and 
Chantry of St. Mary's in Leominfter aforefaid, 
in the fame county of Hereford, and being a 
parcel of the pofleffions and Revenues of the 
faid late fervice or chantry of St. Mary's in 
Leominfter aforefaid, ifluing out of lands and 
tenements now or late of Hugh Matlewes in 
Leominfter aforefaid ; and all that our yearly 
rent dlF 6d. and the fervices to us belonging 
and appertaining, and the late parcels of the 
pofleffions and revenues of the late fervice or 
Chantry of St. Mary's in Leominfter afore- 
faid, ifluing out of lands and hereditaments 
now or late of John Shotter, otherwife called 
Shoter in Leominfter aforefaid : and all that 
our yearly rent of 6d. and the fervices to us 
belonging and appertaining and late parcel of 
the pofleffions and revenues of the late fer- 
vice or chantry of St. Mary, ifluing ©ut of 
the lands and hereditaments of John Seaflbn 
otherwife called John Seafon of Leominfter 
aforefaid: and all that our ye^rjy rent of 6d. 
and the fervices to us belonging and apper- 
taining, and late parcel of the pofleffions and 
revenues of the faid late fervice or chaptry of 
St. Mary of Leominfter aforefaid, ifluing out 
of lands and hereditaments now or late of John 
Polle fenior in Leominfter aforefaid. Arid all 

that 
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that our yearly rent of 6d. and the fervices to 
us belonging and appertaining, and late parcel 
of the pofleffions and revenues of the faid late 
fervice or Chantry of St. Mary of Leominfter 
aforefaid, ifluing out of lands and heredita- 
ments there, now or late of David Lycar, als 
Lwcar als Lokyar. And all that our yearly 
rent of 4d. and the fervice to % us belonging 
and appertaining, and late parcel of the poflef- 
fions and revenues of the faid late fervice or 
Chantry of St. Mary's in Leominfter aforefaid, 
ifluing out of lands and hereditaments there, 
now or late of Richard Perren. And all that 
our yearly rent of i2d. and the fervice to us 
belonging and appertaining, and late parcel of 
the Ppfleffions and Revenues of the late fervice 
or Chantry of St. Mary's in Leominfter afore- 
faid, ifluing out of lands and hereditaments 
now or late of Roger Berche als Byrche. And 
all that our yearly rent of 1 2d. and the fervice 
to us belonging and appertaining, and lately 
parcel of the Pofleffions and Revenues of the 
faid late fervice or Chantry of St. Mary's, if- 
fuing out of lands and hereditaments, now or 
late of John Polle Junior in Leominfter afore- 
faid. And alfo all that our, mefliiage or tene- 
ment and all thofe our lands, meadows, paftures 
and hereditaments whatfoever with the apper- 
tenances in Leominfter aforefaid, now or lately 
in the tenure or occupation of Willin Dong- 
caftell als Doncaftell, and formerly belonging 
G g 2 and 
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and appertaining to the late fenrice or Chan- 
try of St. Mary's, called Philip ap Morgan's 
lands in Leominfler aforefaid, and being parcel 
of the pofleflions thereof; and our one Paflure 
with the appts in the Parilh of Leominfler 
aforefaid, now or late in the tenure or occu- 
pation of Philip Nicholas and formerly belong- 
ing and appertaining to the faid late fefvice 
or Chantry called Philip ap Morgan's lands, 
and being parcel of the Pofleflions thereof ; and 
alfo all our Houfe or Tenement, or our one 
Barne with the appts in Leominfler aforefaid, 
being heretofore given, granted, afligned and 
appointed by Thomas Gillam for the perpe- 
tual maintenance of an anniverfary. And all 
our Mefluages, Lands, Tenements, Rents, 
Reverfions, Services and Hereditaments what- 
foever in the Parifh of Leominfler aforefaid, 
which heretofore belonged or appertained to 
the faid late Chantry or Service of the Holy 
Trinity and St." Mary in Leominfler, and to 
the faid late fervice or Chantry of St. Mary's 
in Leominfler aforefaid, called Philip ap Mor- 
gan's lands or to any of them, or which were 
heretofore afligned or appointed for the main- 
tenance of fome Priefts heretofore officiating in 
the faid late Chantry or Service or in any 
of them : And alfo all and all manner of 
Woods, Underwoods and our Trees whatever, 
of in and upon the Premifes, growing and be- 
ing, and the Reverfion and Reverfions what- 

foever 
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fbevef of all and Angular the Premifes and 
of every parcel thereof. And alfo the rents 
and yearly Profits whatfoever referved upon 
whatfoever leafes and grants of the Premifes 
or of any Parcel thereof in what manner fo- 
ever made, fo fully, freely and entirely, and in 
as ample a manner and form as any Prieft, 
Chaplain or Incumbent of our faid Tervice or 
Chantry of any of them or any other Perfon 
or Perfons, the Premifes or any parcel thereof 
heretofore having pdfleffion or being feized 
thereof ever had, held or enjoyed, or ought to 
have, liold and enjoy the fame or any parcel 
thereof, and fo fully, freely and entirely, and 
in as ample a manner and form as all and 
fingular ( the Premifes came or ought to come 
to the hands of our aforefaid moft Dear Bro- 
ther, by reafon or pretence of a certain Aft 
made and provided (among other things) in a 
Parliament of our' faid moft Dear Brother, held 
at Weftminfter in the firft year of his Reign 
concerning the diflblving and determining di- 
verfe Chantries, Colledges, Gilds, Free Chapels 
and Fraternities and others, or by what other 
means, right, title foever, and now are or ought 
to be in our hands : Which Mefluagcs, Lands, 
Tenements, Meadows, Paftures, Pafture grounds; 
Rents and all other the Premifes above grant- 
ed by thefe Prefents, with the appts do now 
amount to the clear yearly value of 3 61. 17s. 
3<L TO HAVE, HOLD AND ENJOY 

the 
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the afbrcfiud Mefluages, Lands, Tenements, 
Cottages, Gardens, Meadows, Paftures, , Pafture 
Grounds, Commons, Rents, Reverfions, Ser- 
vices, Woods, Underwoods and all other and 
lingular the Premifes above granted by thefe 
Prefents, with all their appts unto the afore- 
faid Bailiff and Buigefies of the faid borough 
of Leominfter and their Succcffors for ever. 
To be held of us, our Heirs, and Succeflbrs, 
as of our Manor of Eaft Greenwich in our 
County of Kent, by Fealty only in free Souage 
and not in capite, and paying therefore yearly 
to us, our Heirs and Succeflbrs 16L 17s. 3d. 
of lawful money of England to the receipt of 
our Exchequer, our Heirs and Succeflors on 
the Feaft of St. Michael the Archangel, and 
the Annunciation of the Blefied Virgin Mary> 
by equal Portions to be paid for all rents, 
fervices, payments and demands whatfoever to 
be therefore given, paid or made in any wife 
to us, our Heirs or Suceeffors ; and further 
of our more ample Grace we have given and 
granted and by thefe Prefents we do give and 
grant unto the afore-mentioned Bailiff and Bur- 
geffes all the Iffues, Rents, Revenues and Pro- 
fits of all and Angular the Premifes above 
granted by thefe prefents, with the apperte- 
Hances from the Feaft of St. Michael the Arch- 
angel laft paft, to this time proceeding or 
growing. TO HAVE to the faid Bailiff and 
Burgcffes of our gift without account, or any 

thing 
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*hing elie therefrom to be given, paid or made 
in any wife to us, our Heirs or Succeflbrs. 

And further of our more abundant grace, 
we do, will, and for ourfelf, our Heirs and 
Succeflbrs, we do by thefe Prefents grant unto 
the afore-mentioned Bailiff and Burgeffes of the 
faid borough of Lempfter and unto their Suc- 
ceflbrs, that we; our Heirs and Succeflbrs here- 
after for ever, and from time to. time will 
discharge, acquit and fave harmlefs as well the 
fame Bailiff and Burgeflfes and their Succef- 
fors, as the aforefaid Mefluages, Lands, Tene- 
ments, Meadows, Paftures, Pafture Grounds, 
Rents, Reverfions, Services and all other and 
Angular the Premifes by thefe Prefents above 
granted, and every parcel thereof againft us» 
our Heirs and Succeflors, and againft any other 
Perfons whatfoever and any other Perfon what- 
foever, from all and all manner of Corrodies, 
Rents, Fees, Annuities, and Sums of Money 
and Impofitions whatfoever ifluing or to be 
paid in any wife from the Premifes, or from 
*ny parcel thereof or thereupon charged or to 
be charged, excepting the fervices and rents 
above referved* by thefe Prefents, and excepting 
the Leafes and Grants in any x wife made of 
the Premifes, or any parcel thereof, upon which 
the ancient Rent or more is referved, and ex- 
cepting the Covenants that are in fuch Leafes 
and Grants, and excepting the impofitions 
which the Farmers- of the. Premifes are bound 

to 
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to difchargc by reafcn of their Indentures and 
Leafes, and excepting the ios. called Cottage 
Rents, iffuing out of the aforefaid Lands and 
Hereditaments, and allowed yearly for the Fee 
of the Bailiff or Collector of the fame Rents, 
and excepting the 2s. id. iffuing out of a part 
of the Premifes, parcel of the poffeffions of the 
fame late fervice or chantry of the Holy 
Trinity in Leominfter aforefaid, and to be 
paid yearly to Edward Fox Gentleman, and 
to his Heirs : And excepting the 6d. iffuing 
yearly out of a part of the Premifes, part of 
the poffeffions of the , faid late fervice or chan- 
try of the Holy Trinity, and payable yearly- 
to Roger Adton of Bockulton and to his Heirs* 
•and excepting 3d. half-penny iffuing yearly out 
of a part of the fame Premifes, parcel of the 
pofleffions of the faid late chantry or fervice 
of the Holy Trinity and payable yearly to 
the Heirs of John Delabere. % 

And we do, will, and by thefe Prefents for 
ourfelf, our Heirs and Succeffors, we do ordain 
and grant, that the Bailiff and Buigeffes of 
the faid Borough of Leominfter and their Suc- 
ceffors, fliall out of the Iflues and Revenues 
of the faid Lands and Tenements and of other 
the Premifes, pay or caufe to be paid yearly 
for ever to the Matter and Ulher of the Free 
Grammar School to be by them eledted and 
maintained in the faid Borough of Leominfter 
for the time being, 20L of Lawful Money of 
'-.: England 
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England oh the Fiaft of St. Michael the 
Archangel, the Nativity of our Lord, th& 
Annunciation of the Bleffed Virgin Maty, 
and the Nativity of St John the Baptift, to 
be paid every year by equal portions. And 
further of our tnofe ample grace, we have 
granted, and for ourfelf, our Heifs and Suc- 
ceffors, We have given licence to the aforefeid 
Bailiff and Burgeffes of the faid Borough of 
Lebminfter, and their Succeflors that they may* 
purchafe, and have Lands, Tenements, Rents, 
Reverfions, Pofleffions and Hereditaments to 
themfelves and their Succeffors to the value 
of 10I. per annum of any perfon or perfons 
whatsoever, willing to give, bequeath, fell, 
grant or affign the fame to them or their 
fucceffors, and to fuch Perfon or Perfons, that 
he or they may give, grant, fell, affign or 
bequeath fuch Lands, Tenements, Annuities, 
Rents, Pofleffions and Hereditaments to the 
yearly value of iol. to the fame Bailiff and 
Capital Burgeffes and their Succeffors. Td 
HAVE AND TO HOLD to them amf 
their Succeflors, as it is aforfefaid for ever f 
In like manner we have given and granted a 
fpeciai Licence ; And this without any other 
writ, of ad quod Damnum, or any dther Royal 
Mandate, or fbme other Inquifitions to be taken 
thereupon returned into our Chancery ; and 
without fome other Royal Letters Patent oa 
this behalf to be obtained made or had r the 
Hh statute 
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ftatute of Mortaiain, and any other Statute* 
Aft, Ordinance or Frovifion to the contrary 
made, provided or ordained notwithftanding : 
We do alfb will, and by thefe prefents we do 
grant to the aforefaid Bailiff and Burgeffes that 
they have and (hall have then our Letters Pa- 
tents made and fealed in due manner under our 
Great Seal of England, without fine or fee, 
great or fmall to be given, paid or made there* 
ibre in any wife to us in our Hanaper or elfe- 
^vhcte to our ufe : Becaufe exprefs mention &c„ 
In Witnefs whereof &c. 

Witneft the Queen at Weftminfter the 28th 
day of March In the firfl year of Queen. 
Mary. 

By a Warrant of the Privy Seal. 

No. VII. M. S. Lat. 

. Hefory by the grace of God, King of the 
Englifh and Duke of the Normans ; to his 
Archbiihops, Bifhops, Abbots, Earls, Barons, 
and to all good Chriftians as well prefent as to 
come, Greeting for ever : Know ye, that three 
Abbies were formerly deftroyed in the Kingdom 
of England, their fins, requiring it, that is to 
fay, Reding, Chelfey and Leominfter, which a Jay 
hand has long poffefled, and has alienated and 
divided their lands and poffeffions ; But I by 
the advice of the Clergy and others of the 
~ faithful 
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faithful, for the health of my foul and of King 
William my Father, and of King William my 
Brother, and of William my Son, and Qgeen 
Maud my Wife, and of all my Anceftors and 
Succeflbrs, have built a new Monaftery at Re- 
ding, in honour and to the name of the Mother 
of God and ever Virgin Mary, and of the 
Bleffed John the Evangelift ; And I have gi- 
ven to the fame Monaftery, Reding itfelf, alfiv 
Chelfeyand Leominfter^ with their appendages, 
with woods and fields, and paftures with mea- 
dows and waters, with mills and fifhponds (or 
fifhcries) with churches alfo and chapels and 
churchyards and offerings and tythes with money 
and a monyer (or mint) at Reding ; I have* al- 
io given to the aforefaid Monaftery Thatchcham 
and the church of Weregrave, fo that as they 
were in my hand,, th ey may be free abfolute and 
full, in the* hands of the Abbot and Monks of 
Reding. Nor may any perfon fmall or great by 
debt or by cuftom or by violence, exad any 
thing from the men and lands and pofleffiofts 
of the monaftery of Reding, nor riding or ex* 
peditioa nor building of bridges or caftles nor 
carriage (or vehicle) nor fummage nor tribute 
(taxes of futyidies) npr cuftoms* nor works, nor 
tribute, nor gift^ But the monks of Reading 
and their family and their effe&s fhall be free 
from al}, gold and toll, apd. every other cuftont 
by land and by water, in paffing over bridge* 
*n4 (eaports throughout England i And the 
Hh 3 Abbot 
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Abbot and his Monks (hall have fpr their mferi, 
and for all their pofTeffions and for (traogers for- 
feiting therein, or intercepted there with the for- 
feiture, all hundred Courts and pleas, with foe: 
and fac: and thol : and theam : and infantheof : 
and hutfangtheof : and hamfoken : within Bo- 
rough and without Borough in ways and paths, 
and in all places with all caufes, which are or 
may be. 

And the Abbot and Monks of Redfag fibril 
have in all their poffeffion all connuzance ( judg- 
ing or jurifdi&ion ) of aflaults, and thefts, and 
murders and effufion of blood, and breach of the 
peace as much as belongs- to the Royal Power, 
and of all forfeiture. But if the Abbot and 
Monks (hall qqgled to do this juftice (or exer- 
cife thw jurifdi&ion) the King may caufe it to 
be done, fo that he leffen not in any thing the 
liberty of the Church of Reding ; And the 
Men of the Manors thereabouts (hall come' to 
the Hundred Courts of Reding and Leominfter x 
according to the cuftopx of preceding times, 
and if they> refafe to I come to Juftice, when 
they (hall be called, the King fliall take the 
forfeiture and compel! them to come and make 
fatisfa&ion. And we do appoint as well with 
regard to the Eccfefiaftical as Royal Power, 
that upon the decease of the Abbot of Reading 
all the pofTeffions of the Monaftery, whereve^ 
it fball be, (hall remain entire and free, with 
all* its right and cuftom ih the h»nd and 

, difpofa| 
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difpofel of the Prior and Monks of the chap- 
ter of Reding. And this we do therefore ap- 
point and being appointed have confirmed to 
be kept for ever; becaufe the Abbot of Reding 
hath no rents for himfelf alone, but corprnon 
with the Brethren, and he who by Gods favour 
(hall be canonic^Hy ele&ed Abbot in his ftead, 
itiuft not abufe the ^lms of the Moriaftery by 
bellowing them on his fecular Kinsfolks or any 
other perfons, but muft take care to entertain 
the Poor, and Travellers and Strangers. He 
muft not give the Demefne lands in fee, nor 
make knights unlefs in the Holy Garments of 
Chrift, in which he muft have a care modeftly 
of entertaining the young ones, but providently 
to entertain the ajcjult and difcreet perfons, as 
well Clergy as Laity. No perfon (hall hold any 
of the pofleflions of the Monaftery of Reding, 
abfolutely in fee, but at -a yearly rent and fer- 
vice due to the Abbot and Monks. No perfon 
frail bear any office in the houfe and pofleflions 
of the Abbot of Reding by inheritance, but the 
Abbot and Monks have power to change the 
Steward or any other Officer at their pkafure. 
To this Monaftery of Reding, and all belonging 
to it foreyer, J give and confirm this liberty^ 
freedom and immunity, which I recommend to 
the Kings that ^re to reign after me in England, 
for Gods lake to be kept ; that God may keep 
them forever. But if any one (hall willingly pre- 
fiiine to infringe or leflen or alter the dcfign of 

this 
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this our donation, may the Supreme Judge. of 
all {heighten him, and root him out with his 
poftenty, that he may remain without any in- 
heritance ir\ ruin and famine : But whoever 
(hall prcferve the Monaftery of Reding, with 
the liberty and poffeffions aforefaid : May the 
Moft High, who reigneth in the Kingdom of 
Men, eftablifli him in all good things and keep 
him forever. &fc. 



No. VIIL 

Letters and Confirmation of Pope Innocent III. 
Anno Domini izoj. 

Tranflated from the printed Copies thereof publijhed 
at Paris by Stephen Baluzius. 

To the Abbot and ConyeAt of Reading of 
the CluAiac Order. 

THE Holy Roman Church out of her ufuai 
motherly affection, doth moft tenderly love her 
dutiful and humble children ; and like a kind. 
Mother defends them with the guard of her pro- 
tection, againft all the difturbances which evil 
men would give them. For this reafon, my 
beloved Sons in the Lord, having willingly 
contented to your juft requefts, do receive un- 
der the- proteftion of St. Peter and ourfelf the 
Monaftery of Reading, where you are devoted 

. to 
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f the Divine Obedience, together with all the 
goods* which it is at prefent reafonably poflef- 
fed off, and which it may for the future obtain 
by juft methods and the help of the Lord, and 
alfo "all the petfons that ferve God therein ; And 
more particularly we do by our Apoftolical Au- 
thority, and further by the privilege of this 
prefent writing, confirm you the Churches, 
Chapels, lands, pofieffions, revenues, liberties 
and immunities, and whatever elfe you have 
obtained of the Pontiffs or bounty of Kings or 
Princes, or by purchafe or by gift or by offer- 
ings of the faithful, or by any other juft me- 
thods, in the fame manner as you now enjoy 
them, juft and peaceably ; ftri&ly forbidding 
any one to prefume ralhly to moleft you or your 
monafteiy concerning any of the Privileges or 
grants of our Predeceflbrs Roman Pontiffs. No 
one therefore fhall infringe our prote&ion; con* 
firmation and inhibition &c. If any one fhall 
&c. Given at St. Peters at Rome the 14th 
of the Kalends of March, in our tenth year. 

To the Abbot of Reading and his Brethren as 
well thofe prefent as the future, profeffing a 
regular life for ever. 

WE tho* undeferving are aflumed to the dig- 
nity of Chief Pontiff by the difpofal of the Di- 
vine Mercy, that we might with a partial care 
and tendernefs* employ ourfelves for the ftate 

of 
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of all the Churches, and afford them the paira-» 
nage of the Apoftolieal See, that God may be 
the more worlhiped in them, the more quiet 
they are from the moleftation of evil minded 
pttfons, Therefore, my beloved Sons in the 
Lordy we have out of our clerriency yeilded to 
your defires and to take unto St. Peter's and 
our prbte&iori, the above named Monaftery of 
St. Mary of Reding of the Cluniac. order, 
wherein you are devoted to the divine obedi- 
ence, and do confirm the fame, by the privi- 
lege of the prefent writing. Appointing firft 
that the Monaftic .Order according to God and 
the rule of St. BenediA, which is inftitutcd in 
that Monaftery, be inviolably preferred there 
far all fucceeding times. And further that all 
pofleffions, all goods, which the Monaftery now 
poflefles, jtaftly and canonically, or that here- 
after by the grant of Pontiffs, the Bounty of 
Kings or Princes, by the gift of the Faithful of 
by any other juft methods* with the help of 
the Lord obtained,- (hall remain firm and un+ 
touched to you and your fucceflbrs, among 
which we thought proper to mark thefe by our 
exprefs words, Reading, Chelfea and Leothinfter, 
with the churches, chapels, church-yards, tenthSj 
offerings, together with the woods, fields, paf - 
tures meadows, waters, mills, fiftiponds or fish- 
eries, with all other the appertenances, Tache 
with its appts. and the church of Weregrave* 
Wittelhie with its appts. Wicchebury with" its 

appts. 
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appts. Bleibury with its appts* the land 
which you have in Henrede with its appts* 
Rockenton with the church of the fame vil- 
lage and all its appts. the churches of Stanton 
of Haneborke and of Inglesfelde with their 
appts. Dudlesfaude with all its appts. t&e land 
which you have in Heitum with its appts. al~ 
fo the land which you have in Lingeborche and 
in Stretfield, which was Hugh de Mortimers 
and in Ebricheteswerde with all their appts. the 
lands and rents which you have in London 
and Berchamftede with their appts. tfe& land of 
which you are poffefled below the tenement of 
Hon, in the name of the Dower of your church 
with its appts. the Priory of May with its appts. 
and Lindgrofs in Scotland with its appts* alfo 
let no one prefume to demand or extort from 
you the tenths of your ploughlands, which you 
till with your own hands, or at your expence, 
or of the tenths of the increafe of your cattle. 
But when there fhafl be a general interdid of 
\the Kingdom, you may, alfter (hutting your gates, 
and keeping out the excommunicated and in* 
terdi&ed, without tolling the bell, celebrate di- 
vine fervice in a low voice. We do alfo by 
our Apoftolical authority, . inhibit any one to 
publifh a fentence of excommunication or an 
interdict againft you or your Monaftery, without 
a manifeft and reafonable caufe, or to oppre& 
you with new and undue exactions. We 
command alfo the Chriflma or Sacred Oil for 
Ii the 
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the confecration of Churches or for the ordina- 
tion of Monks and others of your Clerks, who 
fhall be promoted to Holy Orders by the Bi- 
(hopofthe Diocefs, provided he be a Catholic?, 
and hath grace and communion of the Apof- 
tolic See, to be given v to you gratis and with- 
out any abufe. Furthermore we do by our 
apoftolical authority forbid any one building a 
Church or Oratory within the Parifhes of your 
Churches, without confent of the Bifliop of the 
Diocefs, and of the Chapter of Reding, the pri- 
vileges of the Roman Pontiffs notwithftanding 
being preferred. Alfo being willing to provide 
for your peace and tranquility for the future by 
our fartherly care : We do by our apoftolical 
authority forbid any one to commit rapine or 
theft, put fire, flied blood, rafhly to feize or 
kill any man, or aft any violence, within the li- 
mits or places of your Granges, and further we 
do by our Apoftolical authority confirm, and by 
the privilege of the prefcnt writing do ftrengthen 
all liberties and immunities granted by our pre- 
deceffors Roman Pontiffs to your Monaftery, 
and alfq all liberties, immunities and exemptions 
from fecular exa&ions which have been gran- 
ted you by Kings and Princes and others of 
the faithful. We do therefore decree it to be 
unlawful for any perfon whatfoever rafhly to dis- 
turb the Monaftery, or fo take away its pof- 
feflions, or to keep them when take(i away 
by others, or leflen them, or mdleft them with 

any 
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any manner of vexation, but that they fhall all 
be preferved intire for the government and fup- 
port and all other general ufes of thofe for 
yhom they were given : the authority of the 
Apoftolical See, and the Canonical Power of 
the Bifhop of the Diocefs being preferved. 

If therefore hereafter any Ecclefiaflical or fe- 
cular Perfon fhall knowingly endeavour raflily 
to controvert thefe our conftitutions, after the 
fecond and third admonition and doth not 
amend his faulty by making a proper fatisfac- 
tion, let him be deprived of the dignity of his 
Power or Honour^ and know that he is guilty 
before God for the iniquity he hath commit- 
ted, and from the moft facred Body and Blood 
of God &c. until his punifhment. But the 
peace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with all 
thofe who preferve all the laws to this place 
&c. to the end Amen. 

Given at the Lateran by the hand of John 
of Mary in Cormidrn, Cardinal Deacon, Chan- 
cellor of the Holy Roman Church, the 10th 
of the Kalends of April : of the Indiftion the 
ninth of the Incarnation of our Lord 1 207 and 
of the Pontificate of our Lord Pope Innocent 
the third the tenth year. 

No IX. 

Carta Richardi Epifcopi Herefordi* depertinen- 
tibus eclefise Leominftrise. 

I i a Ego 
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Ego Dei Gratia Herefordienjts Epifcopus J?/- 
iharduSy manu me& propria concefli & confir- 
mavi eclefiae Radingia et ejus Abbati primo 
Domipo Hugoni eclefiae fancti Petri de Leo* 
minstre, cum omnibus ad ipfam pertinenti- 
bus parochiis, fcilicet de Bradeforda et de Ach> 
ct de Leena, et de Diliga, i & ii. quae amboe 
magis proximae funt Leominftre, et de Lunthelega 
& Chinardeslega, et de Winnetone, et de 
utraque Samesfelda, & de Titetleg *,de Hopa quo- 
que, & de IVavertona & de. Newtuna & Gader- 
dehopa. De STorE quoque, & de utraquc 
Hetkfield & de Rifeberia & Humbra & Gedes- 
fenna> & Rutter/ega, & Bradeffeld, & utra. 
que Harnlena & 1W* & Heanoura & Eatnna % 
He en tun. De Stccktwia. quoque fa? EJJetuna & 
Bremelfelda iS Upturn iS Miclatuna iS Dreituna 
iS Hamenes iS Whiale IS Putlesduna, IS 
Brocmanstune iS Forda,. De Lujluna quo- 
que y Heya de Crofta. Haec antiqui &? au- 
tentici vin in prefentia mea atteftati funt, & 
plurima quae antiquitus de parochia Leomin- 
stre fuerunt, pro vetuftate nimia fe tacuiffe 
dixerunt. Nos vero ea qua fuprafcripta funt 
eclefiae Radingenfi, et ejus Abbati confirmamus, 
lalva judicia quam unicuique fervare debe- 
inus. Aftum Anno Domini MCXXIIL 

See Dugdale Mon Ang. MSS Cod in Bib/. 
. Cctt. Imfrefs in Mon. AngL 
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A Corody granted to John Mawke of 
Asscheton : M S. LaL 

KNOW all men by thefe prefents thet We. 
Thomas by divine permiflion Abbot of the 
Monaftery of Radyng and the Convent of the 
lame place, to our chofen in Chrift, John Mawne 
of Affcheton Efq. for the fervice he has done 
us and what he fhall hereafter do, We grant 
him maintenance in victuals and drink for his 
life in our mannor of Leominfter (viz.) while 
i the faid John is well and in the Hall there s 
he (hall be ferved ' at Dinner and Supper as 
the fellow Monks are, except only on Flefk 
days in Advent, Septuageffima, Sexagefima» 
and Quinquagefima, on which days he i'hall be 
ferved as the other Efquircs are. And if he be 
lick or abfent for any reafonable caufe, he 
lhall have the fame maintenance in his cham- 
ber within our Mannor; and he fhall receive 
yearly during his life one Robe of the fuit of 
our efquires, and four loads of fuel in our faid 
Mannor, a chamber which Wm. Mafba 
Chaplain inhabited, and a ftable in the angle 
or corner next the ftable pole for one horfe to 
he kept with hay only; and we further grant 
to the faid John, that whilft he dwells in the 
town of Leominfter, or elfewhere* without the 
bounds of the faid Mannor, he lhall receive 

every 
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every day two white (monks) loaves, and one 
prykkyd loaf, one flaggon and a half of the 
beft ale, one mefs and an half of flefti oriifh 
according to the day ; provided that on thofe 
days he is in the HaU, he (hall not alfo re- 
ceive the faid allowance ; and the faid John 
fhall always be our faithful Friend to us and 
to our Monaftery as he hath faithfully pro- 
mifed. In witnefs whereof we have hereunto 
put our common feal. Given in our Chap- 
ter of Radyng the firft day of Auguft on the 
feaft of St Peter in Prifon. 

No XL MS.Lat. 

• Wages of the Family in the Priory of Leo : 
minfter "at the feaft of the Nativity of our Lord, 
paid by the hands of the Clerk in the 9th year 
of King Henry 4th. 

Lieutenant or Deputy 2s. Clerk 2s 

Dean of the Chambers 2s. Pantarer 2s_. 
Hoftler is Taylor or Groom of 

the Wardrobe 2s 
Porter 2s. Porter's Servant is 

Second Butler 6d. Butler or Manciple is 

Third Butler 6d. Baker is. 

Second Baker 6d* Third Baker 6d. 

Firft Smith 3s. 4d. Second Smith is. 6d. 
Keeper of the Dean's Palfrey is. 

Keeper of the Sub-dean's Palfrey - is. 

Sub-dean's Servant 6d. Dean's Servant 6d. 

Gardiner 
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Gardiner is. Miller 6dl 

Laundrefs 3d. ob. Sexton's Boy 3d* hp % 

Sctillion 3d. hp. Under Tyler 3s 4d 

Huntfman is. Lieutenant's Boy 3d, 

Maltman 6d, The Boy that wafhes 

' the Monks Veftments 3d. halfpenny. 
The fum total il. ies. 3d.' 
and fo much each of them at die feaft of Eafler. 

No XIL 

Copy of a Corody granted to John Bengz and 
Maud his Wife. * MS. Lat.. 

TO all to whom thefe prefents (hall come, 
Thomas by divine permiflion Abbot of the Mo- 
naftery of Redyng and the Convent of the 
fame place HEALTH IN THE LORD: 
Know ye that we have granted to John Bengz* 
of Leominfter our Servant, to receive of us 
and our Succeflbrs in our Mannor of Leomin- 
fter every week during his life 7 vjhite loaves 
of the Hall and 7 wheaten loaves called pryk- 
ked loaves and 7 flaggons of Ale from the 
Offices of the Brewer and Baker in the faid. 
Mannor to be received. And we alfo grant to 
the faid John tfeat he receive yearly of us and 
our Succeflbrs during his life 4 loads of fuel 
*n the Town of Leominfter to be carried at 
his own charge ; and wa grant the faid John 
he cuftody or keeping and Overfeer of Sur 

Park 
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Park of Afchewode for his life with all fees law- 
hilly belonging to the fame (viz.( evesy week a 
Bufhel of wheat to be received by the appoint- 
ment of our keeps for the time being, toge- 
ther with the boughs, cfops and bark of all 
the trees in the fatd Park, Whilft he in his 
own Perfon or his afligns do faithfully keep 
and govern the faid Park, we alfo grant to Maud 
Colle his wife that Ihe receive of us and our 
fttcceflors every week during her life 7 white 
loaves of the Hall, 7 prykkyd loaves, 7 flag- 
gons of the beft Ale and four load of fuel per 
annum in form above-faid. In witnefs where- 
of we have hereunto put our common feal. 
.Given in our Chapter Houfe in Radyng ia 
the Eve of the Conception of the Bleffed Vir- 
gin Maiy Anno Dni. 1422 and in the firft 
year of the reign of King Henry the 6th. 

Na XIII. 

King Henry the VIIL Appointment of Bai- 
liffs or Stewards for the Lordfhips and Li- 
berties of Leominfter. 

HENRY by the Grace of God King of 
England Fr. &c. defender of the Faith, Lord 
of Ireland, and on Earth Supreme head of the 
Church of England* To all to whom thefe 
prefent Letters (hall come, Greeting. Know 
ye that we of our fpecial Grace and certain 
knowledge mere motion have given and granted 

and 
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*nd by thefe prefents do grant to our beloved 
fervant Simon Hyatt and George Hawe Gents 
jointly and feparately the office of Bailiff* or 
Bailifts of all and Angular our Manors Lands 
and Tenements and alfo all our Villages within 
our Lordfhip of Leominfter in our county of 
Hereford, following (viz.) bur manors or vil- 
lages of Weftharnes, Ivyngton with Hope, 
Stokton, Stoke, Lufton, Leominfter Borough, 
Leominfter Cottages, and all our Lands and 
Tenements late affigned for the portion of the 
Priory of Leominfter aforefaid. And iye do 
make, ordain and conftitute by thefe prefents 
the faid Simon and George, jointly and feve- 
rally Bailiffs of the faid manors and of the 
reft of the faid premifes parcel of our 
lands lately belonging to the late monaftery 
of Reding in the county of Berks, being now 
in our hands by the attainder of Hugh the « 
. laft Abbot there for High Treafon, attainted ; 
to hold, enjoy, exercife and occupy the faid 
office, to the faid Simon Hyatt and George 
Hawe or either of them by their felves or by 
their fufficient deputy or deputies, for terms 
of their lives and the longeft liver, and fur- 
ther, We have given and granted and by thefe 
prefents do give and grant Jo the faid Simon 
and George for exercifing and occupying the 
aforefaid Office the wages and fees of 17I. 
6s. 8d. per annum, to be had and received 
yearly s fuch wages and fees to the faid Simon 
Kk and 
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and Geotfge for the term of their lives or the- 
longeft liver of them, out of the Iffues, profits, 
Farms and Revenues of the faid manors, lands, 
tenements and villages of any or either, of them, 
and as well to retain in their own hands as 
in the hands of any other Bailiffs, Receivers, 
Farmers, Tenants or other occupiers of the 
Premifes or of any of them for the time being 
at Michaelmas* and Lady-day by equal porti- 
ons, together with all other our profits com- 
modities, privileges, advantages and emoluments 
whatfoever to the faid office any way due, ac- 
cuftomed, belonging or appertaining in as am- 
ple a manner and form as any other or others 
the faid office heretofore having and occupying 
have had and received in and for the exer- 
cifing and occupying the faid office. And fur- 
ther of our Grace we have, given and granted 
and by thefe prefents do give and grant to the 
faid S. H. and G. -H. all and all fuch fums 
of money and fo many and fuch of the faid 
fees afid wages' (amounting together to 1 7L 6s. 
8d.) from Lady day laft, hitherto growing and 
arifing. To have and to receive the fame to 
the faid S. and G. of our gift and reward 
of the iffues, profits, farms and revenues, of 
the faid manors, lands tenements and villages 
or any of them retained as well by their own 
hands or by the hands of any other Bailiffs, 
Receivers, Farmers, Tenants or other occu- 
piers of the faid manors and premifes for the 

time 
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time being without accompt or any other 
thing, therefore to us ) our Heirs or Succeflbrs 
to be rendered paid or done : any ftatute, aft, 
ordinance, permiffion or reftri&ion to the con- 
trary thereof made, publifhed> ordained or pro- 
vided or any other thing caufe or matter what- 
foever in anywife notwithftanding. In Witnefs 
of which thing we have caufed thefe our Letters 
to be made Patent, Witnefs oarfelf at Weft- 
minfter the 9th of Oct. Anno 33. And fo 
the like Fee is allowed this year 17I. 6s. 8d.' 
and in Fees to Ralph Herietts occupying the 
Office of the under Steward of the pofleifions 
of the late' Priory or Cell, of Leominfter this 
year, as was allowed • in the accompt of the 
Bailiff of Leominfter for the preceding year 
zl. 6s. 8d, the whole 43I. 13s. 4d/ 

No XIV. 

A colleftion of grants of lands in and near the 
town of Leominfter, made to the Monks of 
the Altar to celebrate Divine Service. Trans- 
lated from a frnall Latin MS in Vellum. 

In this M S are recorded near a hundred dona- 
tions moftly in manner following. 

The Charter of Hugh Lawer of half a Burgage 
in the Street towards Hereford now next* 
' ' * ■ and beyond the Town Ditch. , 

Kkz KNOW 
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KNOW the prefent and foture that I Hugh 
Lawer for the health of my foul and of my 
Anceflors and Succefibrs, have given^ granted, 
and by this prefent Charter have confirmed to 
God and the Virgin Mary, and the Convent 
of Leominfter in free pure and perpetual alms, 
half a burgage in the Street towards Hereford, 
which Oddo the Smith fold me, to find for ever 
a wax taper, burning every Saturday at the Altar 
of the Virgin Mary, and a lamp to burn every 
day from morning 'till night before the faid 
Altar, and another lamp to burn all night on 
fundays and fridays before the Cro(s of the Al- 
tar of St. James. At my petition with the copv 
fent of the Convent, my Heirs and affigns ftiall 
hold for ever the faid half burgage, of God, and 
the Virgin Mary, aiyi the Convent without any 
fecular fervice, paying yearly at Michaelmas to 
the Sub -dean of Leominfter 12 d.for the freedom 
of the faid town, and to the keeper of the AL 
tar for the time being 2IL of wax to maintain, 
the faid taper, and fix gallons of oil for the faid 
lamps (viz.) at michaelmas lib. of wax and three 
gallons of oil, and at Lady-day lib. of wax and 
three gallons of oil. But the laid keeper is to 
take care of the making ready the faid lamps 
for the health of his own foul. 

If any one fhall knowingly prefume to breaks 
diminifh, or alter this my gift, let the higheft 
judgments fall op them, and they and their 
pofterity be rooted from the earth, nor come 

withia 



within the pity of the Mother of mercy ; and 
whoever preferves this my grant, the Lord 
profper him here and hereafter : And there- 
fore to ftrengthen this my grant &c. 

There are above a hundred fimilar Donations 
of Burgages and rents in every ftreet in the 
Town (viz.) 

In alto vico • The High ftreet, 

In novo vico : The New ftreet, 

In vico verfus Dufliley The Difhley ftreet, 
In vico verfus San&um V 

Andream j The Church ftreet^ 

In vico verfus Mareftun The Marfh 
In vico verfus Eton The Etnam ftreet, 

In vico verfus Hereford The South ftreet, . 
In viculo verfus Crowford The Vicarage (bed: 
In Burgefs lane The Burgefc ftneeti 

Cronelle lane, 
Mappenor's lane, 
Pynnefurdling lane, 
. I have noted thefe merely to fhew the Antiqui- 
ty of the Streets. 

Under the title of extra burgurn> there were 
donations out of Lu&on, Lufton, Yarpole, 
Ivington, Alvedon, Eaton, Stoke, Kymboltoix, 
and Myle's Hope, written Hope Milonis. 

No XV. 

An eflimate of the lofs by the Fire that deflroy- 
ed the Church. > 

we; 



%J\ APPENDIX 

WE whofe ' names are hereunto fubfcribed/ 
being Carpenters, Mafons, Plumbers, Glaziers* 
Joiners and Blackfmiths, having viewed and 
thoroughly confidered the particulars of the 
lois and damage occafioned by the late fudden 
and lamentable Fire which happened in the Parifh 
Church of Leominfter in the County of Here- 
ford upon Monday the 18 th of March laft, 
whereby this faid Church is demoliftied ; do, 
upon our feveral Oaths, according to the beft 
of our feveral knowledge^ and beliefs eftunate 
the feveral particulars to put the Church in the 
feme condition, as it was when the faid fire hap- 
pened, to amount unto in the whole, the fum 
of Fourteen Thoufand Five Hundred Forty* 
One Pounds 18$* id. And which faid Sum, 
we do hereby upon our feveral oaths and un- 
der our feveral hands certify this Hon. Court 
to be the charge of putting the faid Church into 
the fame repair it was in when the faid fire 
happened according to the beft of our feveral 
knowledges. In Teftiraony whereof we have 
liereunfco fubfcribed our hands in open Court at 
the general Quarter Seflions of the Peace held 
for the faid Borough of Leominfter the 8 th 
day of April anno 1 700 anno Regime Will 
tertii duodecimo. Before Thomas Price Gent. 
Bailiff of the faid Borough, and one of the Jufti- 
ces for the fame, and James Cafwall the Elder, 
& Edward Bangham Gents; two other of the* 
Justices of the Peace for the said Borough. 

John 
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lohn Holland 
Tho. # Brad way 
Tho. Bedford 
Tho. Howells 
Rich. N Cook 
Ifaac Tomkins 
William Griffiths 
Tho. Price 
John Burt 
Tho. George 
Tho. Winde 
Edw. Pember 
Tho. Martin 
Rich. Halfh 
Rich. Goudge 



> Carpenters, 



Mafons, 

Plumbers, 

Glaziers 



} 



Joiners, 
Blackfmith. 



FINIS. 



ADDENDA 

to the Benefa&ions* 

The Rev. G. B. Cornwall M. A- in his life 
time purchafed Two Hundred Pounds flock in 
lit the three per Cent Contois, the Intereft to 
be applied in a dinner for 60 poor Houfekeepers 
of the Borough of Lcominfter on New-Yearg 
Day for ever. 

Thomas Coleman Efq. j TmW 
John Tudor Efq. ) 



ERRATA 

Page 36 in the note, for Pitts read Pytte. 
47 line 6 for Situated read fituate. 

80 from the Town to the Church arid Priory 
read from the Priory to the Church. 

81 line a i leave out // and the enfeing eomma. 
83 line 14 for appertinances read appertinences. 
87 in the note, line 4 for factious read facetious. 
8& line 1 1 for konorary read honorary. 

iio line 5 for Conqeror read Conqueror. 

1 1 3 in the note, after by will, read W. Toldervy Ety. 

226 line 3 for thet read thaX* , 

132 line 1 4 after Marlow infert afulfjfop and he. 

133 line 2% after in the infert 87 
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